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Coventry Parade and Christina, Parade,
North Fremantle, to be dedicated to the
public use. These are small streets in
the North, Fremantle municipality, and
owing to the Municipalities Act requiring
streets to he of certain width, the muni-
cipality of North Fremantle have not been
able to improve these streets in any wasy,
and they have become an eyesore. Accord-
ing to the Municipal Act, streets must
be a certain width before municipal f unds
can be expended on thema. These streets
were l-aid out years ago and were far less
than the regulation width. They have
remained unimproved for somne years past.
The municipality asked that a Bill be
introduced to enable these streets to be
improved. I investigated the matter, and
saw that it was a public necessity.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sec-ond time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted,

ADJOURNMENT.

HON. J. M. DREW moved that the
House at its rising do adjourn until
three o'clock to-morrow. He was sure
members would be only too ready to
assist the Government to bring the
Session to a conclusion by assembling an
hour and a-half earlier than usual.

Question passed.
The House adjourned accordingly at

17 minutes past nine o'clock, until three
p.m. the next day.
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MR. SPEAXER took the Chair at
2'3O o'clock, p.m.

PRAES.

PETITION-MRS. ELIZA TRACEKY.
MRt. F. F. W I LSO0N presented a

petition signed by about 500 residents in
the State, including some members of
both Houses of Parliament, pra~ying the
House to take into consideration the
recommendation of the select committee
of the last Parliament to the effect that a
compassionate allowance he granted to
Eliza Tracey.

Ma. SPEAKER: The hon. member
should ha-ve presented the petition as
soon as the House met, immediately
notices were called for. On this occasion
he did not propose to place any obstacle
in the way, if the House did not object.

Petition received.

URXGENCY MOTION-FHRES IN AGRI-
CULTURA-L DISTRICTS.

COA L SPARKS.

MR. R. G. BURG-ES (York): I beg
leave to move the adjournment of the
House on a Lmatter of urgency.

MR. SPEAKER:- The hon. member
may proceed.

MR,.BtRGES: My motion is in
reference to the use of Collie coal on the
railways. [ think it has come pretty well
under the notice of everyone, by the
reports in the newspapers, that serious
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losses have been caused by fires started
between Spencer's Brook and Burges's
siding. I know of one place myself
where there was a fire on Tuesday
morning, caused by the train which left
Perth about a quarter-past six. It runs
much faster than the ordinary train every
other day, and that is principally the
cause why this train is generally the one
which sets the country on fire. ItWas the
same a few years back, when a. special
train ran from Albany, If that train ran
late in the day, we had a fire in the whole
country, whichever way the wind was
blowing. Now we come to the same
thing by the use of Collie coal.
They arc running a fast train, and
when they come up any incline and have
any extra weight, the coal explodes and
there is a fire. This is a matter I have
been to the Minister for Railways about
for the hat month or six weeks. I went
to him only last week, and was going to
bring the matter up before the House,
but he assured me the railways were not
using Collie coal. I was coming down
by train from York last Tuesday, and
-Mr. Wyley was coming down from Nekw-
castle to buy some sheep, with another
business man, and when we got to
Olackline we found two fires had been
started by No. 26 train. We bad to get
out and proceed to that fire. Only a
week previously I spoke to the Minister
for Railways. Mr. Wyley then had a.
large part of his paddock burnt by a
train coming fromn the goldields; that
was a little farther on. Mr. Wyley has
on one or two occasions communicated
with the Government in reference to the
matter. It is an extraordinary thing
that the Government should burn this
coal when they know they are throwing
such a burden on the people of the State,
and that they must be answerable at law
for any damage done. I asked a ques-
tion some time back in the House, and
they acknowledged they were burning
about 20 per cent. of Collie coal. A
party went through the files to get state-
ments, and there was great trouble
experienced. The men are afraid to give
them. After these fires the member for
Northam and a member of the Upper
House put the matter before the Com-
missioner at once. The Commissioner
told us-I am not going to make untruth-
ful statements, but I will state what I

know to be true, and the hon. member
can verify my statement-that he was
burning Collie coal and did not want to
burn it, but could not stop burning it
without instruction from the Minister.
Responsible men-I will not give their
names-and engineers know that this
coal is a nuisance. The member for
Northam asked me to go to the Minister
for 'Railways only on Tuesday evening
when all this damage had been done,
although not known to us, and he told
us they were not using Collie coal What
was the consequenceof theuseof this Coflie
coal ? Only the other day a lot of settlers,
only poor men, were burnt out and ruined.
I am surprised that any people should
support a matter of this kind, when it is
known to the present and has been
known to past Governments that this has
been continually occurring. Since these
heavily-loaded trains have been running
and have used Collie coal we have, always
had this trouble. Previously when the
matter has been brought to th~e notice of
the Government we have had redress
almost immediately. The state of things
existing is a source of danger, annoyance,
and everlasting worry to the people living
in those dry areas, particularly when our
crops are on the ground. I ask the
member for Northam to verily my state-
ment. We do not want to prevent the
burning of Collie coal, but I ask that the
use of it shall be stopped while our crops
are on the ground; even if we are likely
to sacrifice our paddocks and stock after-
wards, which ought not to be the case.
If we are to settle people in this country
we shall have to give them different
treatment and have some different legis-
lation, so that they shall know that when
they come here they, will receive justice.
We know what the ex-Minister for Rail-
ways told us of the number of claims for
damages made against the Government
and locked up in a secret box in the
department; and there are more claims
to follow. The department have evidently
allowed this to go on; and what is the
resultP Many small mnr are practically
ruined. They have nothing left except a
little corn. At one place near where the
fire started, a farmner, though assisted by
all my sons, was unable to save his
harness and his oats; for though the
flames were at first beaten back, a change
of wind -proved fatal, and but for another
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change of wind not one vestige of any of
his possessions would have remained.
Beyond that place another man has lost
everything except a little corn. Beyond
that holding, another neighbour of mine,
a small farmer, had a crop of wheat -
300 to 500 sacks-burnt down to the
ground. Blan y of his sheep are burnt to
ashes, and many more are crippled.
I will not say anything of toy own loss,
for I can stand the loss ; but I say that
the neglect of the department is scandal-
ous, disgracful, and criminal. If I had
a hand in such neglect, I should deserve
imprisonment. Whatever may be the
consequences-even if I be imprisoned
where Drayton was, or in the darkest of
dark cels-I will say what I think on
the matter. I feel inclined to act like
Edmund Burke when in the House of
Commons he stuck at knife in the floor
of the Chamber as he described the
horrors perpetrated in India by Warren
Hastings. Who can go before an honest
jury and maintain that anyone who had
a hand in causing these fires is not a
criminal? I intend to brand one or two
men who had a hand in this outrage;
and if I do not brand them now, I shall
do sowhen Ireply. I shall not be back -
ward in speaking, whatever the conse-
quence may be, when I see land burnt
to destruction after years of toil expended
on it. Farmers are told by a certain
party that their land will be taxed if they
do not improve it; but the more the
land is improved the snore liable
are they to be burnt out. The
other day, when speaking to the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher)
about this matter, I told him openly that
this agicultural country would be ruined.
I am sonyv that my prophecy has come
true, in his case as well as in mine. Every
day the question is becoming more serious.
The more country we improve, the more
there is to burn ; and when under crop, a
spark will make it burn almost like gun-
powder. A few years ago, when none
but good patches of country were culti-
vated, these were interspersed with
unimproved strips and with hills, so
that the danger of a serious fire was
miniiied. But this fire swept over
hills where the timber is rung, and down
to the cultivated plain, where there is a.
large group of farms close to the town of
Northam, including some held by the

sons of the late Mr. Monger) who lost
almost every acre of their corn. It
destroyed almost all the- produce of
certain other farmers--sturdy young men
from the Eastern States. No one can
say that there has not been gross
negligence. Some features of the case
I will pass over, though they will
perhaps come out If agricultural mem-
bers were united in this Matter, these
fires would not occur. But when they
are divided, when the member for
Beverley (Mr. Harper) votes here and
there at pleasure and sometimes leaves
the Chamber rather than vote, what can
we expect? If I have to stand up in this
House alone, to fight single-handed the
battles of the agriculturists, we can
expect nothing.

GOVERNMENRT MEMIBERS: This is not a
party question.

MR. BUEGES: I am not treating it
as a party question. Mr. Speaker can
stop we if my statements are out of
order. If agricultural members are not
united, we cannot reasonably expect
support from members who have no
knowledge of agriculture. We cannot
blame Government supporters, who do
n6t know the seriousness of the position,
for not supporting us; h ut we can blame
men who ought to fight this battle day by
day as I have fough t it. Ilappeal to the
member for Katanning (Hon. F. Hf.
Piesse) to say whether a few days ago I
did not Speak to him at Spencer's Brook
about the danger of fire from engine
sparks. Consider all the representations

mae in the House, and particularly to
the Minister for Railways, and made
in vain. Travel over the railway,
and we see a break cleared three feet or
four feet wide along the line; but all the
logs are left lying there, and if they are
once set alight, they will burn till nothing
remains but ashes.

MR. MORAN: That is the Commis-
sioner's fault.

MR. BURGES: With 'that I have
nothing to do. The danger exists. The
Minister for Railways does not know the
seriousness of the position. He promised
that due precautions should be taken
when burning off was done inside the
railway fences. But what occurred?
No special gaug was sent to Supervise
the work; only the ordinary fettlers.
LZoreover, it is no use burning off inside
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the fences if the engines use Collie coal.
The only conclusion I can come to in the
matter is that the use of Collie coal must
be stopped for two or three months in
the year, at any rate, so that farmers
way get in. their crops. For years part
T have told this House what would occur;
that if a fire sprang up during a strong
northerly or easterly wind, the -whole
country might be swept. This fire started.
on the psatchy side of the country. Had
it started near Northam, and the wind
had not changed, there would not have
been a homestead left in the neighbour-
hood. Only three or four years ago
a fire swept over Mr. Hameraley's fields,
and burnt all the corn and hay around
the house. During the recent fire there
were -many narrow escapes from death.
The wife of an old settler in the district
described the fire to me as a. rolling
mass of flame like the waves of the
sea, before which nothing could stand.
I point this out to show the danger.
There was a, crop of oats self-sown which
bad just been stripped and fed down in
August, and there was a big firebreak in
the paddock; but the fire came over the
break and burnt sheep against the fence.
I asked the farmer if the fire could not
be stopped at that point, but he said he
could not go near the flames; and that
was nothing to where the grass was on
fire. All the farmers say the same
thing. It was impossible to do anything.
There is a series of these fires. We often
see the statement that houses and
churches in other States are burnt
through such fires. That will happen
here when we get the country developed,
on one of these hot stormy days; for
everything will be burnt up for 20 or 30
miles. I ,point this out to show the
national losis incurred through these fires.
How can we expect a man like the mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher), who has
spent the best days of his life up North,
and has now come down with vigour,
money, and experience to help to assist
this agricultural country, to do so when
before he is there three months a spark
from a railway engine takes away the
whole of his profits ? Is that encourage-
wentP Do members wish to let a thing
of this sort go on another day ? I hope
not. I hope something will be done.

MR. Mon&Ax: Rear, hear, That is the
practical part of it.

Mn. BURGES:- There are other
matters upon which I shall not touch,
but I say again that the Minister for
Railways should not be so neglectful
ever this matter. It does not matter
what statement the Minister may make,
he can, T am. positive, give no justffica-
tion. I only hope that now steps will be
taken to stop a recurrence of th ese fires;
because if they go on we may expect the
information to be published throughout
the world, and it will do no good to
us in our endeavours to get people
to come here. People only settle now
where a, break in the forest occurs
and where the grasses grow heavily,
and it is these places in which we
would put new settlers; but these are
the places that catch fire. I hope we
shall have some satisfactory assurance
from the Government that this practice
will be stepped now, and that in future
better means will be taken for cleairinig a
firebreak. In opening new railway lines,
let the Government reserve three chains
to malke it pretty safe to use Collie coal
in thesummer months. Something must
be done, or there will be a national loss,
and the Government will have to bear
the responsibility. The Government have
already paid claims put in, and they
must bear the responsibility of their
neglect. But the taxpayer has to pay in
the long run. The Government hum the
land one day and tax the people the next
day to pay for it. flow can people bear
taxation when the produce they have
raised with so much trouble is swept
away by one little spark caused through
the neglect of those using the railways F
I formally beg to move the adjournment
of the House.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning):. I
rise to support the motion. I feel that
the emphatic words that we have heard
to-day very clearly describe the trouble
of the people resident in the district
represented by the hon. member and
other promising districts, especially
Beverley. The devastation by these fires
has been brought particulairly under
notice during the last few days, and one
can see that in making this emphatic
statement the member for York, although
a, sufferer, has spoken with the feelings
of a sympathetic farmer, one who recog-
nises the great loss oth ers h ave su stained -
because wany will not be so well able to
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bear the loss as the lion. member himself.
The member for York has brought this
forward with a view to preventing a re-
currence of these fires. In this instance
we have heard that the fire originated on
the western side of the railway. We
have been fortunate in that respect. No
doubt the fire has caused trouble and
desolation in a part of the country which
a few days ago showed every promise of
an abundant harvest; but had it occurred
on the eastern side of the railway,
the loss would have been almost in-
calculable, thousands of acres of wheat
would be destroyed and ruin would have
been brought to a number of people.
Nevertheless we cannot disparage the loss
sustained by the few who have suffered.
Though one of the strongest advocates of
the use of Collie coal, I have alluded to
the danger of its use in this House; and
while Minister, when it was brought
under my notice and after repeated
warnings, though the warning in this
case is more serious, I prohibited the use
of the coal during certain months of the
year. It is the duty of any Government
and of the administrator of the railways
that care should be taken in the use of
this coal, which is recognised as most
infiamable, during the summer months.
The Collie coal is of a light nature and is
carried by the winds beyond the fire-
breaks usually provided; and it was
through a case of this kind when a
strong north-east wind was blowing that
this trouble arose. In calm weather the
flying embers or coals usually fall beneath
the engine or within the area burnt-off,
and no fires are then caused;i but coming
out of the Beverlev station I have. seen
within the distanace of 10 chains as many
as 14 fires lighted by sparks from the
engine when going up a, slight incline.
At that time there was little destruction
caused, but it was sufficient warning, and
I was able to take action immediately,
with the result that we heard little of
these fires for some time to come. Dam-
ages have been given against the Govern-
ment in several actions taken, and the
Government are doing everything in their
power to prevent losses occurring. This
matter has previously been brought
under the notice of the Minister by several
ag ricultural members, and -also under the
notice of the Commissioner:- but we find
that the recommnendations appear to

have been disregarded. I quite agree
with the member for York that it is a
most serious circumstance, for great
losses occur. I think the country is to
be congratulated upon the fact that
the fire did not break out on the
other side of the line; because the loss
would in that case have run into thou-
sands aind th ousandsB of poun ds, probably
£20,000 or 430,000. It is all1 a question
of prevention, and prevention is better
than cure. I was one of the first to
assist in the development of the Collie
coal industry which we all wish to see
developed; but knowing the danger of
this fumel, it is most negligent on the part
of those concerned to use it after the
warnings and the strong expression of
opinion we have had from the hon. memi-
her; and every step should be taken for
the time being to stop the use of the coal
in the agricultural districts. The Gov-
erment may shelter tbemselves behind
certaiu provisions which do not bring
liability upon them; yet no Government
would like to see the destruction caused
asin this instance ; and I am confident
the present Government will do their best
to prevent a recurrence of these fires. At
the same time they have been negligent
in not looking into the inatter earlier
with a view to preventing the use of the
coal, as was suggested by the agricultural
minmhers who interviewed both the
Minister and the Commissioner. The
member for York has spoken strongly,
and I agree with him that there is neces-
sity for stroug words. Tile hion. member
sees the matter in its utter desolation,
and knows the devastation which brings
ruin to many and destroys so many
marks of progress during the year. It
is most discouraging to the farmer who,
after his hard work, is lookin~g forward
to the prospect of reaping a reward.
When. we look at the matter plainly we
see all this devastation might be pre-
vented. Under the circumstances I sup-
port the bonm. membn er, who was quite
justified in bringing forward the motion.
The object the hon. member seeks to
attain can be attained in the way he
indicates; and it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to see we do not have a recu rrence
of the losses such as we have experienced
in the past few days.

Mna. C. HARPER (Beverley): I rise
to express my extreme regret at the
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course taken by those responsible for
these fires. Not only this year. but for
the last six or seven years we have
brought before the Government the
extreme danger to the community in the
use of collie coal on railway locomotives,
no matter what precautions are taken.
I regret to say that on this occasion
there is something- more than mere
neglect. The member for York and the
member for Nortlham and others brought
this matter before the Government; and
as I understood, we had a distinct
assurance that orders had been given
that Collie coal should not be used. We
find it has been used right along. On
Tuesday morning, that veyhot day.
I said to the Minister for Railways that
I dreaded the day, because I had been
informed that Collie coal was still in use.
I think the member for Katianning had
assured me that morning that he knew it
was in use, and I feared that what had
occurred in the past would occur again.
I think we want to know something
more about this. We want to sheet the
matter home to whoever is responsible
for it. Whether the matter goes into
court or not, we ought to have some
inquiry, so as to sheet the matter homie
to whoever is responsible, and make an
exImple of him. Anyone in the Public
Service who would be guilty of such a
wanton act as to use that coal, knowing
the results, I say deserves to receive a
year or two in prison.

Ma. W. J. BUTCHER (Gascoyne) : It
is my intention to support the motion
moved by the member for York, and I
can do so most heartily. It is usual,
when an event happens, for everyone to
be particularly wise, and the usual
remark is, "I told you so." That is
what everybody is saying in differeut
parts of the city' this morning. The
member who has just spoken, with myself
and two or three others, interviewed the
Minister for Railway* s some time ago, and
told him what would happen if certain
steps were not taken, and certain precau-
tions made. I regret sincerely to find
that, in the face of a most distinct promise
to the effect that Collie coal, twich we
attribute the cause of the fire, would not
in future be used on the railways running
through the agricultural districts, this
coal has been used. I initend to deal in
detail with this particular part of the

question, because I desire to sheet homae
to the Minister the fact that he has
neglected to carry out the promise which
he made. I repeat what the Minister
aid, and I challenge anyone to con-

tradict it. He 'told the deputation
that he thoroughly understood the
position, and sympathised with them
in the matter, that, he realised the danger
and the risk that was being run by
the use of Collie coal, and that he would
issue instructions that no more Collie
coal was to tie used on the railways I
have referred to. Every time I have
visited Beverley-a place where 1, un-
fortunately, hold some property-since
the date of that deputation, I have
examined the coal used on the engine
that has conveyed me to that centre;
and on evety occasion It have found
Collie coal being used, not wholly, but a,
considerable percentage. I have exam ined
the coal in the station yards wvith the
same result. It is clearly to be seen that
neither the Government nor the Minister
have the slightest intention of carrying
out the pledge madle to the deputation.

Ma. FOULKES: When was the promise
given ?

MR. BUTCHER: A month or six
weeks ago. Are we justified in support-
ing and fostering and spoon-feeding an
industry which, I admit, is an important
one for the State, and at the same time
sacrificing one of the largest industries
in the State, one which we are doing
our utmost to improve and foster ? We
are doing our best to get people from
other parts of the world to come and
settle on our land on the one hand, and
on the other head we are destroying
people's property as fast as they can
improve it. It is criminal negligence on
the part of the Government. I regret to
use such strong words, hut I feel I am
justified in doing so. I say there has
been criminal negligence on the part of
the Minister in not seeing that ins truc-
tions were issued, and, if instructions
were issued, in not seeing they were
carried out. If the Minister issued
instructions to the depatment and the
department has ignored them, is not the
Minister responsible to the country ?
We understand that the Commissioner
is omnipotent in Western Australia at
present; but it only requires a little
strength of character to overrule the
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Cornmissioner's desires in that direction.
I regret sincerely that the member for
York, in moving the motion, should have
decended to party matters. I consider
this is a question far above party. It is
a matter that the country is interested in.
It is a, broad question.

MR. GORDON: YOU said "criminal
neglect" just now.

MR. BUTCHER- It is not armatter
for party, but a matter in which every
member of the community should be as
one. It is the duty of the Government
to assist or prevent the devastation of
one of the principal industries of the
State, in preference to spoon-feeding or
assisting an industry which all recognise
and cannot shut our eyes to the fact that
it is a dying industry, for we know that
Collie coal is not of good quality, and
therefore should not be used on thie rail-
ways at such dangerous times of the year
as the last month and the first two months
of the year. I hope members who are
interested in farming communities will
support the motion, and that it will have
the desired effect of inducing the Minister
to take steps to prevent the recurrence of
such a disaster as that which has
occurred in the Beverley, York, and
Northam districts.

MR. A. WATTS (Northam) : ITamn sorry
the necessity has arisen for this motion.
At the same time, I think the trouble
could have been avoided. It is now a
considerable time since the attention of
the Minister was called to the danger
arising from the use of Collie coal through
the farming districts in the summer time.
I brought the matter under discussion
when the Bush Fires Bill was before the
House; and many members who spoke
also referred to the question. This
matter certainly should have been attended
to long ago, either by the Minister in
charge of the railways or by the Commis-
sioner for Railways; and I consider it a
scandalous shame, no maitter whom it
may affect, the Minister or the Commis-
sioner, that attention has not been paid
to this matter before now, that settlers
have been burnt out of their homes. At
present, as the member for Beverley
pointed out, if a fire had started on the
eastern side of the railway line, we
would have had more country bun
out than has been the case. As far as
Northam is concerned, if a fire started on

one of our particularly hot days on the
north side of the line, it would sweep out
the whole of that agricultural country on
the northern side. If some little interest
is not shown in the farmers of the

Icountry by those in charge of the Rail-
way Department, it is about time we
asked for a change somewhere or other.
As to the statement miade by the member
for York, regarding the conversation with
the Commissioner for Railways and also
with the Minister for Railwabys, I can
bear out what has been said-both what
the hon. member said was stated by the
Commissioner for Railways, as reported
in the newspaper to-day, and also by the
Minister for Railways. An endeavour
has been made to assure people that the
fire was not started by the use of Collie
coal. Those who have experience of the
running of trains will bear rae out when
I say that fires are caused. by the use of
Collie coal. When one sees a train going
along a -railway line, and immediately
after sees fires here and there, there can
be no doubt that the fires have arisen
from the coal which has been dropped.
'When Collie coal is drying, it scales off
in flakes, and these flakres are cardied, if
there is a wind, right outside the boun-
dary of the railway fence. It is said

Ifarmers do not make any provision to
minimise the risk of being burnt out;
but in many cases they do. I have seen
where farmers have ploughed firebreaks,
and burnt the grass inside, and yet the

Icoal has been carried over these breaks.
Flakes of coal are carried a distance of
two or three chains -when a strong winid
is blowing; and Collie coal remains alight
for a considerably longer time than New-
castle coal does. I am pleased the Inem-
her for York has brought this matter up.
It it only right that the country should
demand that the matter 4hould be settled
at once. One member has asserted that
we might have had twenty or thirty
thousand pounds worth of property de-
stroyed ; bu t I say t hat already t wenty or

thrythousand pounds worth of pro-
peryhas been burnt this rear, and that
amount would have run into two hun-
dred or three hundred thousand pounds
if the fire had occurred in the district
east of the railway line.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
No one can help regretting the disastrous
fire of which we have the particulars
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before us; but at the same time 1 am not
aware that evidence has established the
fact that the fire arose as a result of a
spark from a railway engine.

MR. BunESs: What more proof do
you want?

THE PREMIER: I am speaking, of
course, of the information at present in
my possession. I am aware that Some-
timfes we may be unduily hasty in arriving
at conclusions in regard to the cause of a
fire when there is no direct evidence
obtainable. In regard to the question of
the use of Collie coal, I may say there
have been, endeavours made right through
to take every lprecaution that fires should
riot be caused by sparks iflying fromi
engines. When the question of amend-
ing the Bush Fires Act, with a. view of
safeguarding fie land lying along the
railway line, was brought forward, the
Government hastened to secure the
passage of that desirable amendiuent
througyh Parliament; and immediately
the Bil had passed, in fact before the
Bill passed, the Minister for Railways
drew the attention of the Commissioner
to the fact that this amrendinent was
before Parliament, and he said, "Au
amendment of the Bush Fires Act will
probably go through Parliament this
week. This -will allow the Government
to extend the proclamation issued under
the present Act for any period not exceed-
ing six weeks. I assured the House we
will start operations at once, and that
every precaution. will be taken by the
Railway Department in burning off ;also
that men expert in the work would be
placed in charge of it. Will you please
have everything in readiness to proceed;
also let me know when any burning off is
required, so that the necessary declara-
tion. can be made. This is an urgent
matter, and I feel sure you will take all
steps necessary under the circumstances,
so that no rounds for complaint can be
brought against us." That was on the
17th November last; and since that time
there have been communications, both
written and oral, between the Minister
and the Commissioner, in which the
Minister baa repeatedly impressed upon
the Commissioner the necessity for taking
adequate precautions for preventing fires
from the use of this coal. I have here a
report from the Commissioner, dated the

14th of the present month, which runs as
follows-.

From reports received from over the lines
I ami satisfied that all reasonable precautions
are being taken and that the burning off is
progesn as quickly as possible. Fl n
structins have been given, and evidence is to
hand that they are being attended to. As to
coal, we are increasing the proportion of New-
caste coal, and the spark-arresters are being
well supervised so as to be kept in repair. We
cannot wvell ue all Newcastle coal until the
Collie question iis settled.

The reply is in reference to a question
raised by the Minister in regard to the
coal used on that railway.

Ma. FOULKES : Was any reply sent by
the Minister to the Commissioner?

THE PREMIER: There is no reply on
the file. The minute is one bearing date
14th inst. I find that in November last
year instructions were issued to locomo-
tive officers that where spark-arresters
were not likely to be suitable for prevent-
ing thee inmission of sparks from soft coal,
New South Wales hard coal must be used.
These instructions remain in force. I
understand likewise it is reported by the
departmient that every reasonable
precaution has been taken to prevent or
at all events minimise the emission of
sparks. In regard to the heavy trains,
gangers have instructions to follow up so
as to cope with any fire that may arise
on the line itself.

Mn. BuRGEs: It is a. farce.
TnsF PREMIER: Inquiries in regard

to this fire are already proceeding by the
department, and if it be proved, as the
member for Gascoyne has stated, that
the fire originated from Collie coal I
would have no hesitation, in fact would
think it my duty, to at once instruct the
department to cease the use of Collie coal
during the summer months.

MR. BUR&GER: I suppose we will be
burnt out while that is coming.

Ma. BUTCH En: What evidence do you
wantP I should think you had enough.

THEs PREMIER:- The only evidence
which at present has been brought under
my notice is a% paragraph in one of the
newspapers.

Mn. Gn&Eoar:- The Minister will
know something, I suppose.

TiE PREMIER: I am of course
aware that engines using all sorts of coal
emit sparks.

DR. ELVIS: Not that class of spark.
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Tuc PREMIER: The difference is
that a spark from Collie coal will carry
farther than a Spark from Newcastle coal.
I wish members to bear in mind that we
cannot assume that every fire that starts
close to the railway line necessarily starts
from the use of coal by an engine which
has passed over the line.

MR. Bunaus:. People see it.
THE PREMIER: The hon. member

may have seen it. I was not aware that
anyone had seen it.

MR, Bu RacSn: The engine-driver
acknowledged it. He said he would not
swear to it.

THE PREMIER: Of course the hon.
member has this information, I have
not had it up to this moment. I can
assure members the Government are
prepared to entirely prevent the danger
so far as it arises from Collie coal,
by preventing the use of this coal in the
agricultural areas where the danger of
fire arises.

MnxnnsB: At once?
THE PRE-MIER: I am prepared to

issue iustructions at once that this shall
be done, because I recognise the dainger
that might arise, and I have every desire
to safeguard the interests of agricul-
turists. No one can feel more sempathy
than I feel for those who have suffered by
this disastrous fire. 'I am sure the hon.
member for York has no desire to reflect
against this Government.

Ma. BURGEs:- No; one member of it.
THE PREMIER: In regard to the

occurrence of this fire 1 do not think the
member intended to reflect on the
Minister for Railways.

MR. J3IRGES:' Yes.
THE PREMIER: I wish, regarding

the Minister for Railways, to point out
that while this fire has unfortunately
been more disastrous than mnany fires
which have occurred in the past, the
Minister for Railways is no more worthy
of blame than others who have held that
position.

DR. ELLIS: If he made the promise,
ho is.

THE PREMIER:- The Minister for
Railways will speak for himself with
regard to that matter. I have no know-
ledge of any promise having been made
in this respect. I am speaking entirely
on my own knowledge, and the hon.
member will surely allow me to make a

statement based not on any thing I have
heard, but on the knowledlge I possess.
I conclude, sincerely regretting the
occasion which has given rise to the
present motion.

.MR. C. H. RASON (Guildford):- I
trust it is unnecessary for me to say that
I approach this motion in no party
spirit; but no one could have listened to
members who have spoken, no one could
have read the paragraph we have seen in
the papers recently, without recogpnising
that these fires in the Eastern District
not only call for our sympathy towards
those who have suffered from them, but
call for some im mediate action to be
taken to prevent aL recurrence of these
fires in the future. What appeals to
roe is this. It is not so much a
question after all of the individual loss,
bad though that mnay' be, but the loss to
the State both directly and indirectly;
indirectly because the State cannot afford
to lose the produce which otherwise would
have come 021 its markets; directly,
because if the damage can be traced to
the railways of this State, the State is
l iable to be sued for compensation. What
appeals to we even mome than. that is the
eflect it will have upon the agricultural
industry, and. upon the farther settle-
ment of the soil. We can imatgine what
may be the feelings of the struggling
farmer who, after having ploughed,
harrowed, and sowed the ground, is just
about to reap his harvest or has just
reaped it, and is looking forward to the
little profit he has been able to make from
his hard work, perhaps for years, and then
suddenly has this taken away from him,
through no fault of his own, at one fell
swoop. Is it likely that the frequent
occurrence of things of this sort will
tend to encourage settlement of the soil?
There is; one point I wish to make in
regard to th is motion. lIa m not act uated.
by party spirit, but J just wish to put
plainly before the House the condition in
regard to the recent fires, as it appears to
me. It appears from what the Premier
has told us that the Minister has been
communicating with the Commissioner
upon the subject of burning off. But we
are told by the member for York, and
that has ben confirmed by the mewmhers
for Northana and Gascoyne, that they
obtained from the Minister, not from the
Commissioner, a distinct promise that
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Collie coal should not be used in the
agricultural districts whilst the harvest
was on the ground. Two of those mem-
bers sit on the other side of the House,
but that makes no difference as to their
trustworthiness. I accept their statement.
I know those members would not have
made it unless it was absolutely true.

Admiotting that, the position is at once
car.' Have any steps been taken to

give effect to that promise? If there be
blame, let us put it on the right shoulders.
The Commissioner is blamed because he
advocated the use of Collie coal. From
what I saw in the morning papers he said
he could not discard the use of Collie coal
until he received instructions to do so.
The point is this, then: was a promise
made by the Minister that the use of Collie
coal should be stopped? On that point I
submit there can be no doubt: the state-
ment of the three members I have
referred to is sufficient. Then, was any-
thing done to give effect to that pro-
mise? Was the Commissioner instructed
not to use Collie coal on those lines? It
is evident that the position is one which
demanids special and immediate inquiry,
so that if there be blame attached to
anyone, that person, whoever he may be,
may take the responsibility. I hope
there will be no question in regard to
this. motion, that every membher of the
House will agree with the member for
York. There can be no doubt on the
matter. I am sure every member of the
House is in entire sympathy with those
who have suffered so keenly. By some
means the fire was caused, and to us it
seems as if it had been caused by sparks
from an engine on the railway. The
member for York spoke warmly upon this
subject; he spoke with sincerity of
feeling. He had a great deal of feeling,
not for his own loss, because he told us
fortunately he could afford-

MR. BRnos: I cannot afford it, but I.
can afford it better than others.

MR. RASON: The hon. member can
afford it a great deal better than others
who have suffered. He was not speaking
on his own~ account, but he was speaking
with great sincerity, because be felt so
keenly- -as did other members of the
House-with those who have suffered so
severely through this fire. I hope there
will be no voice raised against the motion,
and that immediate inquiry will be made.

I trust the Minister will tell us frankly
what the position is with regard to the
matter; whether he did attempt to carry
out the promise given, and if he did not
I trust be will express his sorrow for not
having done so.

MR. J. 0. G. FOULKES (Clare-
mont): It gives me pleasure to tes-
tify to the attitude the Premier has
adopted with regard to one particular
part of this debate. Over and over

*again questions were put to him to
tempt him to admit that Collie coal was
used. I notice as a lawyer that he was
careful not to admit that Collie coal was
used. In my opinion he adopted the

righlt course; because we all know that
I leal proceedings have commenced, if
not yesterday, this afternoon ; hence an
admission by the Premier that Collie coal
had been used Would mean that the

JGovernment must pay heavy damages.
The onus of proof lies on the people who
have suffered damage. But from inquiries
made, and particularly from the careful
inquiries of the member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Butcher), who for the last few weeks
hat been persistently investigating the
matter, there can be no doubt whatever
that Collie coal was used on the engines.
The result is that the country will have
to pay heavy damages. The member for

*York has spoken eloquently about the
loss and damage which the settlers have
sustained. To my mind it is not the
settlers who will sustain the loss. They
may suffer inconvenience. The loss must
be borne by the people of the country,
who will have to pay for it. Some years
ago, in a Railways Bill I think in 1895, a
clause was inserted that no person should
bring an action against the Government
for damages exceeding £2,000 in respect
of a fire caused by engine sparks. I was
then a member of the Legislative Council,
where the clause was thrown out, because
it was anticipated even theni that the use

*of Collie coal would result in greater
damage to the individual than X2,000
would cover. During the last few weeks

*agricultural members have, irrespective
of party, united to impress on the
Minister for Railways the serious risk in
using this coal. The Premier has read a
minute in which the Minister stated that
he understood the position and realised
the danger. I have no doubt he did

Irealise the danger; but accord-ing to the

r22 DEMMEB, 1904.]1Fires in Summer:



2182 Fires in Summer: (ASSEMBLY] Coal Sparks.

other minutes read by the Premier, a
minute was subsequently addressed to
the Commissioner of Railways asking
him practically not to use Collie coal, to
which the Commissioner replied in effect:
"Until the question of the use of Collie
coal has been finally settled, I purpose
continuing using it." I should ]ike the
Minister to inform the House why, after
receiving that minute from the Commis-
sioner, he sat down without taking notice
of it. It seems extraordinary that he
dlid not give the Commissioner direct
instructions to abstain from using Collie
coal, We have had no explanation from
the Minister; but I hope we shall have
one when he speaks. The Railway
Amendment Act 1902, in which the con-
trol of the railways is personally vested
in the Commissioner, does expressly
exempt from his contiol the purchase of
stores, plant, rolling-stock and material.
It is his duty to apply in writing to the
Minister when it is necessary to purchase
such articles. For all purchiases he must
have approval. I believe the practice is
for the Commissioner to requisition the
Stores Department, and for the Stores
Department to send the requisition to the
Government, who, if they think fit, ratify
the recommendation. The decision of the
Government is final. It is for them to
decide what rolling-stock, plant, and
stores are to be purchased; hence it seems
to me there is not a shadow of doubt
that the responsibility for the puryphase
of these requirements is not vested in the
Commissioner, but in the Government of
the day.

MR. MORAN: Is there not an annual
coal contract ?

MR. FOULKES: I dare say; but the
Act explicitly states that the Government
can decide on the kind of coal to be used
by locomotives. Though a 12-months
contract may have been entered into for
the purchase of Collie coal, the Govern-
menit can issue instructions that no Collie
coal shall be purchased during the ensu-
ing year. I hope that the Minister will,
when he speaks, address himself to that
aspect of the case; for it is an important
aspect. We have the Premier's assur-
ance that he will to-day give instructions
that Collie coal is to be no longer used
during harvest time. We all appreciate

that promise, and we can only regret that
such peremptory instructions-and I hope

they will be peremptory-were not given
weeks ago. Of course, as one member
said, it is easy to be wise after the event.
I am told by the member for Gascoyne
that last year the Government of the day
did give soch instructions, and that con-
sequently no fires broke out. We can quite
understand that the Premier has not much
knowledge of the matter, and can judge
of it only by what lie is told. Still,
though I am glad lie has issued those
instructions, I want to know why this
Collie coal was used; and I hope the
Premier will agree to the appointment of
a committee to inquire into the whole
vase. We shall then not only find out
who is responsible, but shall ascertain
what precautions should be taken for the
future.

MR. E. P. HENSHAW (Collie): I
am sure every member has the fullest

sympathy with those whcse property
suffered dlamage f rom the fire. It is most
regrettable to see farms which have taken

Iyears to establish ruined in one fell
swoop. But I should like to rebutt the
inference that the fire has been caused by
Collie coal. I amn prepared to admit
that this coal has a greater sparking
tendency than Newcastle coal ; but I have
seen the engines sparking in districts
where no Collie coal is used. I have seen

1them sparking before the Collie coalfields
were open, when fires were just as
prevalent as they are now. From the
statement of a swaginan who said that at
10 o'clock in the morning, when the sun
was shining, he saw sparks falling from
an engine, it has been inferred that
Collie coal caused that fire. That is in
keeping with the rest of the evidence. I
have seen Newcastle coal sparking very
freely.

MR. uoss: But the sparks do not
fall so far away from the line.

Mu. HENSHA.W: It is strange that
in Victoria, where none hut Newcastle
coal is used, the fires are just as prevalent.
Along the Great Southern railway, where
Collie coal, unfortunately, is not used,
fires rage from one end of the season to
the other. I admit that the Premier's

I assurance is fair; and I believe that
during those months when crops are
maturing, every possible precaution
should be taken to prevent the spread of
fires. If necessary, two or three chains
on each side of the line should be cleared.
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We must safeguard settlers. But I do
not like to see Collie coal made a
scapegoat in respect of these many
charges. I am prepared to admit al all
times that Collie coal is not as good as
Newcastle coal; but because the former
coal is somewhat inferior, it should not
be made a stalking-horse. The member
for York stated that although the
department, at considerable trouble,
made firebreaksa, the fires crossed them.
This would have occurred no matter
how the fire originated. I should
like to see fatll inquiry made into the
origin of these fires ; and I hope a
conclusion will speedily be arrived at.
If the fire has originated from this coal,
which I doubt, the sufferers should be
treated in a liberal fashion, and should
be compensated to the fullest possible
extent; but until there is definite evi-
dence that the fire was caused by Collie
coal, I am not going to accept the state-
ment of prejudiced persons that it was
caused by Collie coal. I have spoken to
drivers, who tell me that the Collie coal
has been in use for the last five or six
years along these lines, and that its use
has never been discontinued.

MEmBER: Nonsense!
MR. RENSHAW: There are men in

this Chamber who can bear that out.
MR. EAsON: Continually in use?
MR. HENSHAW: Yes.
Ma. RASON: That is wrong.
MR. HENSHAW: I am prepared to

allow those members who made this
statement to me to back it up them-
selves. In reference to the statement
that Collie coal is a. dying industry, I do
not accept it atall. The matter has been
referred to a Royal Commission, which
has full power to inquire into every
aspect of this industry, and I aim pre-
pared to accept its decisions. I am pre-
pared to see the coal stand on its merits.
It can do so. It is a valuable fuel, one
that has practically kept our railways
going for the last three or fou r years.

MR WATTS: Nine months of a year.
MR. RENSHAW: Yes, and more.
MR. WATTS: That is all we want.
Ma. RIENSHAW: The Premier says

immediate inquiries will be made into the
origin of these fires. I admit the spark-
ing tendency of Collie coal is greater
than Newcastle, but the sparks have less

life and are less dangerous. I am
prepared to countenance the proposal
of the Premier pending a, strict inquiry.
Iam prepared to leave the destiny of the
Collie coal industry in the hands of the
Commission which will make impartial
inquiries; and whatever its determina-
tion may be, the Ministry and all mem-
hers will be prepared to accept it.

[RON. MV. H. JACOBY took the Chair.]

MR. FRANK WILSON (Sussex);
No one but must regret very deeply the
disaster that has befallen some of the
settlers in the York district.

MR. Euns: And Beverley district.
Ma. FRANK WILSON: These

settlers have our sympathy, inasmuch as
they have been overtakenl by a disaster
which has caused serious loss to them;
but I deprecate the rash statements and
conclusions which are come to by those
who have Buffered that injury, and by
members Who represent them.

Mn.t WATTS: How do you know they
are rash ?

MR. FRANK WILSON: I can prove it.
MR. WATTS: You cannot.
MR. FRANK WILSON: Have a

little patience. According to the Press
report, we find that a charge has Imme-
diately been made, as has been made on
previous occasions when fires have
occurred, that the fire is due to the use of
Collie coal on locomotives. That charge
is based upon the statement of a swag-
man, who says he saw sparks fly from
the locomotive ; and so the crops were
consumed. I am referring to the Press
report. I do not know whether it istrue or
not. I believe some portion of it is untrue.
Three or four years ago on an occasion
of this sort in the same district a big
fire occurred and very serious injury took
place in consequence; and when a mem-
ber brought the matter up in the
Assembly the Collie coal had to bear the
brunt of tbe responsibility for the fire;
but in a week or two it was proved that
the fire had not originated in close
proximity to the railway, and that a man
who bad been camping bad allowed his
fire to get out of Control some distance
away from the railway. We have the
coal industry, which is an important one
to the State, and upon which a great
diumber of people depend for their liveli-



2184 Fires in Summer: [ASSEMBLY.] Coal Sparks.

hood; yet immediately the slightest
damage to another and greater industry
occurs, whether it has been caused
by the use of Collie coal or not, as
in the instance I have quoted, people fly
to this House to have the use of the coal
prohibited.

ME. Bunons: Nonsense!
Mu. FRANK WILSON: Did any

bush fires occur in the York district
before Collie coal was beard of ?

Ma. BUnGEs: Yes. One occurred Last
year through lightning.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Does the
hon. member say that if we stop the use
of Collie coal on the railways we will not
have fires in the districts ? The hon.
member would not be so foolish. Will
the lion. member assert that there are no
bush fires in other States? In New
South Wales, for instance, where New-
castle coal is used, we hear of them every
season just as in Western Australia. It
is peculiar to our dry climate and to the
natural conditions of our country. But I
am not here for one moment to state that
we should not inquire into the cause of
this fire. Let us do so by all means; but I
protest as strongly as I am able against
the Unjust conclusions jumped to in
connection with these disasters. Let me
take a reported interview with the Corn-
missioner of Railways. Here we have
a gentleman at the head of our biggest
State industrial department. He is sup-
posed to take an impartial view of all
these matters. When the member for
York, amongst others, said that the
Collie coal caused this disaster, the Com-
missioner is reported to have said, "I
would not use it if I bad my way, but I
am compelled to use it by the Ministry."
I saw Mr. George this morning, and he
emphatically denies that he ever made
such a remark to these members. My
reply to Mr. George was, " It is there in
print. The sooner you correct it the
better. Will you make it your business
to correct the report to-morrow morning?
As it stands now the people believe,
according to you, and you are an au-
thority on the question, that the fire was
caused through the use of Collie coal,
and that you acknowledge it, and that if
you had your way you would not use an
an ounce of it."

Ma. BURGER: That was before the

MR. FRANK WILSON: Mr. George
may have said so. The hon. member
may be correct in saying that the Corn.
missioner imade the remark prior to the
fire.

MR. BuRoss: Tme fire had not oc-
curred when the statement was made.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Fires had
occurred. The statements are reported
in this morninig's papers as a result of
an interview which the hon. member bad
with the Commissioner on Tuesday.

AIR. WATS: In connection with other
fires, but not in connection with this fire.

IMR. FRANK WILSON: It was in
connection wvith a fire that dii damage
to certain crops growing somewhere in
the district of the member for York.

MR. BURGER Not in my district.
NR. FRANK WILSON: Do not

split straws. The hon. member saw the
Commissioner in connection with damage
through fires, and the Commissioner was
reported to have said that he would not
use the local fuel if he had his way. In
reply to the hon. member's charge that
these fires were caused by the use of
Collie coal, I may say there is no proof
that an ounce of Collie coal was on the.
tender of that engine, or, if there was
any, whether there was any quantity of
it. We know that a large quantity of
Newcagtle coal is used on these express
trains. There is no proof that the fire
would not have originated just the same
if it was mixed coal, or if there was no
Collie coal there at all. If the member
for York admnits---

MR. BursoES: Ilam notadmitting any-
thing.

MR. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member is going to put in a claim
against the Government, and he knows
be will have a stronger claim if hie can
prove that the local fuel caused the fires.

MR. BUBOES: The Government are
never honest enougb to pay me anything.

MR. FRANK WILSON: At any rate
hon. members will admit that we bad
fires caused by sparks, when nothing but
the Newcastle coal was used on our
engines. Fires originate from the use of
any coal. There may be degrees of
danger under different fuels. We know
that sparks from firewood will carry
farther than sparks from Collie coal;
and we know that 'sparks from Collie
coal, being of a lighter nature, will carry
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farther, but not very much farther, than
the heavier coal of New South Wales.

MR. BOLTON4: They die out much
sooner.

MR. FRANR WILSON: Exactly.
We know that the sparks from firewood
will be consumed quicker as they pass
through the atmosphere. Whichever
way one looks at the question it is only
a matter of degree as to the danger which
emanates from the use of any o these
fuels. Before we enter into an hasty
resolutions with regard to prohibiting
this fuel or that fuel on the railways, we
should wait anad have a calm and clear

inquiry into the whole question. Let us
find out first whether there was any
Collie coal on the tender of the engine,
and secondly what proportion of that
coal was used; and let us follow out the
report that the fire started by a spark
seen by a swagman. That swagman
may be perfectly honest. He may have
just left his camp fire after it got out of
hand, which often happens, and when it
was spreading through the country and
a train happened along which suited his
purpose and became a very good excuse.

MR. DuRGES: Other people were there
on this occasion.

MR. FRANIK WILSON%: All I claim
is, nothing baa been proved yet against
the use of the local fuel that willI warrant
this Assembly or any Government in
prohibiting the use of that coal. I
should like to say in this connection
that when an inquiry is being made,
returns should be compiled showing what
claims have been made for fires proved to
be caused by the use of the local fuel.
I think members will be astounded at the
smallness of the amount. I do not take
it that members think that all the tires in
the country have been caused by local
fuel. Fires have always occurred in
Western Australia; and if we were to
close down the coal district to-morrow
there would still be husbfires and crops
destroyed, as there were previous to the
use of that fuel.

TSRg MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
AND LABOUR (Hon. J. B. Hiolnman):-
1, with other members, regret to hear of
the conflagration which occurred in the
Eastern Districts, and we all feel for
those who have suffered by this serious
disaster. The first time the question
was brought before me was on the 10th

INovember, 1904, when a deputation,
Iconsisting of Mr. Harper, -.%r. Butcher,
and Mfr. Quinlan, waited on tue as to an

* amendmnent of the Bush Fires Act. I
promised to take immediate action, and
the result was that the Bush Fires Bill
was passed through the Chamber in a
very few days, and. it became law. On

*the same day that I met the deputation
I sent for the Commissioner of Railways;,

*and had a conversation with him. The
question of the use of Collie coal has

*been brought into) this debate, ana mom-
b ers who have spoken have said that I
made a distinct promise that, I would not
use Collie coal on the railways. I do
not remember having wnade a, definite
promise in that connection. The matter
of the use o.f Collie coal was referred to
by the deputation. I do not know if
members have read the report of that

Ideputation, but I will read it for the
Iinformation of those present;: -

Mr. Harper stated that the question was one
of very serious import to the whole of the
agricultural industry in the Eastern Districts.
In consequence of the late rains, it hed been

Iimpossible for the railway linesmen to burn
off the grass along the line, and this consti-
tuted a very serious danger to all those resid-

iing in the vicinity. What the deputation
desired was that the Miniser should make
some endeavour to meet this extraordinary
situation by amending the Act, and this en-
able the railway servants to do what should
have been done some time ago. The con-
stituents of the members of the deputations

eonsdthe great danger and how much
thywudsuffer, Even beyond that question

was the other phase-the class of coal burnt
and the burning of wood and Collie coal-and
burning off between the railway fences would
not secure the settler. We would like to know
whether the Minister could arrange to follow
the practice adopted last year by the Com-
missioner of Railways.

Mr. Butcher said that even now little
patehies along the line had been set alight by

Ithe use of Collie coal. The grass was not
thoroughly dry yet and not quite ready for
burning off, and he thought it would be wise
for the Government to make some attempt to
alter the Act and allow the burning off to take
place, while there was no danger of burning
the outside country.

Mr. Quinlan: There was only one solution
of the trouble, and that was by the amend-
meat. There was also the question of Collie
coal being used during that particular period
-he was sorry to have to say, it but the fact

r-emained that the danger was very much
greater on account of the bush fire.; caused.

Mr. Butcher stated that there was one point
mentioned by Mr. Harper which he would like
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to add to-the burning off of the railway line
would not overcome the difficulty, because the
sparks would set a light to the country three
chains away.

Mr. Harper: The ash pan of the engine was
the danger now.

The Minister recognised the danger, and
that it required some steps to prevent, and
thought a short Act to amend the Bush Fires
Act that would exempt the Commissioner from
the clauses of the Act could be brought in.Did the deputation think that would meet the
caseP

Mr. Harper thought it would want a lot of
hedging, because the linesmen were not too
careful as to what time they burnt off. It
should not be done without the knowledge of
the people residing near the line, so that the
fullest precautions possible could be taken.

The Minister thought that would be due
precaution to protect the people in the
vicinity.

Mr. Harper: The Bill would want hed ging
a little more than to say "burning at, any
time."

The Minister: As regards the use of Collie
coal, could they let him know the districts
which were considered dangerous?

Mr. Harper: The whole way from Clackline
to Mt. Barker, and eastward to Cunderdin or
Tammin; in the South-West there was not so
much danger, but he would not like to say
much about it, because there was country that
did not burn freely, and there were not the
steep grades on the line. It would be wise to
consult the people along the line there.

The Minister: In connection with that
matter, he would consult the Commissioner to
see whether anything could be done.

Mr. Harper: To be safe, the drivers must
start out from Fremnantle with Newcastle coal
during the special time of the year, After the
1st March, the grass could he burnt back-
about four month" yet. ft ought to start at
once, say from the 15th of the present month.

The Minister. The shorter the amendment
was made, the better, and thus get it through
as early as possible.

Mr. Harper: The matter of Collie coal
would be administrative.

The Minister: They all recognised the
danger that was said to exist from Collie coal,
and they were very sorry to see that their
coal was not equal to Newcastle. It was
hardly wise to cause danger to a big section
of the people when by a little expense it could
be overcome.

Mr. Harper:- It lias been regarded in oom-
mon law that the Commissioner was not liable
for the damage done.

The Minister: There would have to be a
saving clause that notice should be given to
people residing in the vicinity, and they
would have to watch their holdings. There
would not be much time this year, as it would
take about a fortnight to go through,

Mr. Quinlan - It was that urgent that if
there was a big fire great damage would be

done to poor people, and it would cost the
country a considerable sum of money.

Mr. Harper: If it were limited to the 15th
November there should not be much excuse
for its being carried out.

The Minister believed it would be better to
exempt the railways from the provisions of
the Act.

Mr. Harper: But then they might be
negligent. This year they could not do it on
account of the late season. The coal question
could be left and discussed in the House. The
amendment was to give the Commissioner an
extension of time.

The Minister would go right about it at
once, and see what could be done to bring it
down that evening.

I fail to see, during the whole of the
discussion, that I made any definite
promise that the Government would
d-iscontinue the use of Collie coal in the
agaricultural districts. That was on the
10th November. I may say that imme-
diately the deputation left me, I arranged
to see the Commissioner of Railways,
and placed the matter before him; and
in giving his reasons why an amendment
to the Bush Fires Act is necessary, he
says :

Referring to our conversation of this morn-
ing, I beg to say :-With regarwd to the Bush
Fires Act, the most simple way of dealing
with the question would be that a short
amending Bill should be passed by the House,
exempting the Railway Department from the
operation of the Bush Fires Act. The Rail-
way Department should be empowered and
obliged to clear off, by burning, all inflammable
matter between the fences. It should also fol-
low the present practice of making a firebreak
immediately within the fences. It should also
be a matter of obligation that at least three
days before starting burning a notification of
such intention should be given by the Railway
Department to all owners or occupiers of
property adjacent to the line, and whose
pioperty might be endangered by the burning
off. Landowners adjacent to the line should
be required to plough a firebreak within their
land of not less than six feet wide, at a distance
of not less than one chain from the railway
fence. This, to my mind, would cover the
question, and would be a great factor in
minimising the danger from fire to the laud-
owner. The department recognises thoroughly
that any loss to the landowner of growing
crops by fire is a most serious matter to him
and also to the department; as on the pro-
seity and well-doing of the landowner the

feght and consequent profit of the depart-
ment would continue as far as possible the
practice of using Newcastle coal exclusively
in such agricultural districts as are affected
during the months of the year when danger
from sparks may arise. With regard to the
proposed break in the landowner's property,
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this was suggested by me two years ago. but
apparently was misunderstood by the farmers.
I therefore give you the following reasons
why it should be done: :-It is usual for the
farmer to plough a break within his fence,
generally a few feet from same. The object
of plouighing a six-feet break a chain from the
fence is that in case of sparks, a fire that might
otherwise originate beyond the farmer's
present break would be stopped by the break a
chain off the fence. Of course, there would be
no need fot a break near to the fence if this
suggestion were adopted. It will be said that
away goes the crop between the fence and the
break; but I submit that the risk of losing the
whole crop is very much minimised, as it is
not likely that sparks would carry to a dis-
tance of a chain beyond the fence line. Then
the following year, aix feet could he ploughed
on the near side of the farmer's break, and on
the following year on the off side. The fallow-
ing of the six feet would thus result in giving
a better crop on the following year. With
regard to the proposition tbat a date might be
fixed when burning should stop, I wish to
point out that this is very difficult indeed to
arrive at. For example, on the Northern
Railway, right up to bjannine, if any burning
has to be done, it could be done very much
earlier in the year than on other railways.
The Great Southern rail-way. Albany to
IKatatning, and a considerable portion of tbe
South-Western railway, are what might be
termed wet districts, and it is only very late
in the season that burning operations can ho
carried on. On the Eastern railway and on
the Great Southern as far as Beverley, burn.

ngculd be done and should be done very
muhearlier. So you will see that to fix an

arbitrary date for the whole of the railways is
scarcely possible. Then, again, according to
the season, so would the date be affected, as
with a wet season like the present one the
date fired for the usual season would be
unsuitable.

That only goes to show that the promise
I gave to the deputation was carried out.
I immnediately spoke to the Commissioner,
in accordance with my promise to the
deputation, and placed before him the
whole matter, giving him a report of the
deputation. The minute of the Comnmis-
sioner of Railways was that the depart-
ment should continue as far as possible
the use of Newcastle coal in such agricul-
tural districts and in such months of the
year when danger from sparks arise. The
member for Northam placed the matter
before me on one occasion. The first con-
versation I had with that member was on
the 20th November, when he rang up my
office and asked if we were still using
Collie coal on the trains, in agricultural
districts. I informed him, as I informed
the members of the deputation, that in-

structions bedl been given that as far as
possible Newcastle coal was to be used
where any danger was known to exist
from the use of Collie coal. After the
member for Nortlham rang wue up, I sent
a, farther minute to the Commissioner of
Railways as follows.

In the memo. of 6/11101 referred to, the
ICommissioner of Railways instructed the
Acting- General Manager that "Prom, the
present time to the end of March next, no
Collie coal shall be used on the lines running
through the agricultural districts." On the
13/11(101, the late Chief Mechanical Engineer
pointed out to the Acting General Manager
the difficulties which -would arise; and alter

Ihaving seen the hon. Commissioner on the
i matter-when he explained that bard coal was
.being used solely where the engines were
ifitted with straight funnels, and that on
engine3 fitted with soft-coal funnels 20 per
cent. of hard coal was being used. Mr.
Rotheramn again reported on the question to the
Acting Manager (G.M. 13142, C.MX.E. 00/580,
4/12/01). As a result the Acting General

IManager advised on 19/12/01 that " matters
are to remain as they are at present."
I have a reply from the Chivf Mechanical

IEngineer to the Commissioner of Rail-
ways dated 21st November. It says.-

On receipt of your memo of 14th November
last (W.R. 0.3/ 827), instructions were issuedto
officers in charge of Loco. Departments that

Iwhere theme was any likelihood of spark
arrester appliances not being suitable for pre-
venting the emission of sparks from soft coal,
New South Wales hard coal must be used
(C.M.E. 03(6395). These instructions bare
not been cancelled, and any neglect to carry
them out is being severely dealt with.
That was the instruction issued on the
14th November last, and that instruction
has not been cancelled. I fail to see
where any blame lies on my shoulders in
not carrying out the promise I mde to
the deputation. I took every possible
step iu my power to protect the farmers,

Iwho I recognised were in serious danger
from bush fires. I believe I have spoken
to every member of the deputation since,
aind asked them what steps were being
taken in their districts to burn off, and
whether every protection was taken.
They informed me that burning was going
on stedily, and that so far as they had
seen, every precaution was being taken.
I leave it to members of that deputation
who are present to say whether that is so.
On tbe question of the use of Collie coal

ton otir railways, I may say that one of
the first steps the present Government
took was to see that Collie coal should
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get a, chance of proving whether it is
dangerous or not, and with that end in
view a Commission is sitting on thle
question at the present time.

MR. BuRons: We are burning while
they are sitting.

TaE MINISTER: It may be as the
bon. member says, they are buruirg while
the Commission is sitting. It is well.
known that more bush fires have occurred
in Western Australia during the last
month, in parts where not an ounce of
Collie coal was used, than have occurred
before. We remember the fire that
occurred up North on Mr. S. Phillips's
property, and the fire that occurred on
3]rs. Dempster's property at Grass
Valley, where Collie coal was not used.
I fail to see any evidence that has been
produced in this House to-day to prove
that Collie coal is the cause of the present
fire. If members of this House will
come forward and say that a certain danger
exists and that they are positive of it, I
think the Premier is only acting right in
saying that any possible danger arising
in'the future from this cause shall be
avoided as far as possible.

MR. FOULKES: What made you tell
the deputation that you realised the
danger of using Collie coal, and that its
use should be stopped on the railway ?

THE MINISTER: I listened to those
members of the deputation, and said I
would do everything possible to see that
any danger from thiis source should be
minimised. Other members have referred
to the question whether the swaginan
Saw this fire start. [Interjection by
Mr. BURGrs.] The hon. member knows
that the fire on Mrs. Dempster's property
at Grass Valley was not caused by Collie
Coal.

MR. BinGos: I never referred to
that.

THE MINISTER: I only mentioned
that to show that fires have occurred, and
that they did not arise from Collie coal.
In some districts the first thing people do,
if they can attribute the fire to some
particular cause, they do so. We have
all beard the outcry against Collie coal,
and I am sorry that Collie coal is not so
good as Newcastle coal.

ME. BuasEs: We all admit that.
THE MINISTER: We all admit that.
ME. Buacms: Then I am sorry you

use it.

THE MINISTER: I have shown this
House that immediately the deputation
waited on me, I did everything in my
power that they asked me to do.

Ma. Buaass: I asked you after you
saw the deputation-and. I mention this
now to give the Minister a chance to
reply-why )-ou did not carry out what
you promise,] when I asked you myself
this da vweek as to whether theyv were
burning Collie coal on the railway.

THE: MINISTER: Every time the
hon. member spoke to) me about the use
of Collie coal, I informed him that every
possible step was being taken to prevent
the use of Collie coal where it WasE known
to be dangerous, in the agricultural
districts.

MR. FOULKES: Did you issue instruc-
tions to the Railwa~y Commissioner not to
use Collie coal?

THE MINISTER: I have read to the
House the instructions that were issued.

MHa. FOULKEnS: When the Corn-Imissioner sent that last minute, that he
proposed to use a certain amount of
Collie coal, why did you refrain from
giving peremptory instructions that it
was not to be used in any quantity, how-
ever smallP

THE MINISTER; I have yet to have
it proved that Collie coal has been used
on the railwvays or has caused these fires.
I must again express my sincere regret
that the fire has occurred in the York
district, and I hope we shall not have ainy
more fires in the future. The Govern-
ment are blamed. One of the greatest
causes of blame is for the use of Collie
coal on the railways in that district.
During the end of last year no burning
off was done, and this year there has been
a heavy growth of grass, and the danger
is greater than it was before. Special
bodies of men have been told off along
the railway lines to watch the passenger
trains, and to do everything possible for

Ipreventing or checking fires. Instruc-
tions have also been given to them that
if any fire is naticed by them at all,
whether near the railway or at a distance
from it, they are to leave their work and
do all they can to help in putting out that
fire. I do not think anything farther
can be done by the Railway Department
at present. If any fires are caused in the
Eastern Districts in the future, members
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may rest assured that they will not be
from the use of Collie coal.

MR. H, BROWN (Perth): We have
heard the Minister stating that the
Government were desirous of trying the
merits of Collie coal. I do not travel
frequently over the railway, but when-
ever I have been on the railway or near
it, wherever I have been I have noticed,'
as other members who travel more than
I do must have done, that Collie coal is
thrown off the tenders all along the line.
(MlEMBE-Rs: Where is that?] On any
part of the railway. We are quite aware
that the Government are trying to
bolster up this industry; and I would
ask the present Ministry whether they
have given the owners of Collie coal.
another 6d. per ton on condition that the
6d. goes to the workersP

POINT OF ORIDEB.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member is alittle out of order. We are not referring
to the Collie coal, but entirely to the
question of bush fires.

Mn. HI. Enowx: The Government say
they are trying the Collie coal. I ask,
have they not given 6d. per ton extra,
and demanded practically that the 6d.
per ton shall go to the men?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member's
remoarks have no reference to the subject
introduced by the memiber for York.

MR. HIENSHAW: Is it not possible to
get a withdrawal of that unfair inference
that the men obtain the extra Gd. per
ton ?

a . SPEAKER: Tt is not an imputat ion
against any member of Parliament.

TanT PREmwIER:- The hon. -member
accused the Government of having given
the Collie coal-owners 6d. a ton extra on
condition that the money was given to
the men. I give that statement a positive
denial, and IE ask that it be with-
drawn.

Mu. SPEAE: The statement being
denied, will have to be withdrawn.

Mat. H. BROWN: I will withdraw it;
but I was told the other day that a letter
was in existence to that effect.

MA. SPEAKE R: The bon. member must
withdraw the statement unreservedly
and unqualifiedly.

MR. Bxoww:- I will withdraw it un-
reservedly.

RESUMED).
Da. ELLIS (Coolgardie):- I have

listened to the discussion with a good
deal of interest, because. I think a, seni-
ouis wrong has been done, and a wrong
that should have been avoided. I have
listened to the Correspondence read by
the Minister, and ama satisfied that he at
least was not to blame for this accident
which has occurred. But it appears to
me that the Railway Com missioner is very
much to blame, if in this case Collie coal
was used at a. The Commissioner
wrote to the Minister, stating that New-
castle coal was being used exclusively in
the agricultural districts. If he wrote a
statement to that effect, and it is clearly
proved that Collie coal has been used
there, then the whole blame and the
liability for loss of life will lie on the
Commissioner's shoulders. We have the
statement of the Minister that be wrote
to the Commissioner of Railways, in-
structing him that Collie coal should not
be used on the railways in the agricul-
tural districts.

MR. flsoN:. What is the date of that?
It must be three years ago; and if so,
that relieves the 'Minister of 1904.

DR. ELLIS: It is not the Minister
who is to blame-it is the Commissioner
of Railways; and if it was shown to me
that the Commissioner used Collie coal
in that district, and the fire resulted from
it, the Commissioner should be tried for
manslaughter if any death occurred from
the fire. In this case it was not far rrom
being a case of manslaughter. The
position is very serious. If the railways
were run by a private company and the
Government were not involved, how much
sympathy would there be for people who
are practically to blame for what has
happened? Persons who, for the sake
of lucre, risk the lives and property of
the people, knowing that the report of
the railway officers was that it was danger-
ous to use Collie coal, have used it. I con -
tend that if the Commissioner did allow
Collie coal to be used in a place that was
dangerous, is it not time to get rid of himl
I consider that when any man deliberately
and knowingly does something which in-
volves the department under his control
in a loss of £20,000 or £30,000, it is
time to decide whether that man is 'fit
for his position. He admitted, in his
own minute read by the Minister, that
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he knew Collie coal to be dangerous, and
that it should not be used in agricultural
districts.

MR. B uRGEs:'The Commissioner does
not want to use it.

DR. ELLIS, I am quoting his official
minute, niot what he said to the Press.

MR. BURGon: Read the reports.
DR. ELLIS:- His minute reads, ".He

would use Newcastle coal exclusively in
the agricultural districts." I am given
to understand that on this engine New-
castle coal was not used exclusively'.

TILE MINISTER FOR RAILwa ys: The
words were, " used as far as possible."

Da. ELLIS: I think you will find the
word. "exclusively." I wrote it dIown as
you read it-" use Newcastle coal ex-
clusively," It could not be used " ex-
clusively as far as possible." I wish to
make some farther observations about
fires caused by Collie coal. T suppose
members know that I have recently bebn
a frequent railway traveller, and have
travelled every week through this very
districtA, by an early train passing through
Northam; and I have often wondered
that the district has not been set on fire.
In years gone by, when no care whatever
was taken, I have seen as many as four
or five fires lit simultaneously by railway-
engine sparks. On the high grades
between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie. over
which I used to travel frequently at
night, I have seen fires lit by sparks. all
along the track. That was two years
ago. Men living in camps near the rail-
way always burnt off the grass round
the camps so that it might not: be set
alight. In one case on the fields there
was every reason to believe that a mau
lost his life through being burnt in his
camp, to which an engine spark set fire.
I %in given to understand that Collie coal
has been used almost exclusively during
the last three or four years. Watch the
sparks that fall from Comle coal. They
are half an-intch and three-q uarters of an-
inch long. [MEMBERS:- Oh!] I can as-
sure hon. members that I have never seen
engine sparks like those from our
engines, Save from engines brning wood.
Sometimes, in Ceylon, I have seen wood-
burning engines sending out showers of
sparks like those emitted by Collie coal;
but in New South Wales, though fires
are sometimes caused, I have never seen
anything like the showers of fireworks

whic;h Collie coal produces on the up
grades. If there is any risk of fires, and

1I have it on the authority of 'Mr.
Rotheram that there is great risk, it ap-
pears to me that persons responsible for
using Collie coal in districts where life
and property are in danger should be
held liable in any court of law; and I
contend it is the duty of the Government,
if these fires are proved to have been
caused by locomotives, to pay compensa-

Ition without going into court, provided
the claims are reasonable. [MEMBER:
Tax the Collie people.] They are taxing

I us to the tune of £100,000 a year. I
waited with great interest to hear the
member for Sussex (Mr. Frank Wilson)
explain why the fire could not have
been caused hby Collie coal. First he
said. that the preceding fires did not
break out near the railway line;
but this fire tider discussion did
break out alongside the railway line,
as members now in this House can testify.
More than one person saw it when it
started; and there is no reasonable doubt
that it was lighted by an engine spark.
If that engine is shown to have used
Collie coal, an inquiry should be held
into the whole subject, to decide whether
the Commissioner of Railways should be
discharged.

Mat. T. F. QUINLJAN (Toodyay): I
regret that 1 missed a portion of this
debate. My principal reason for rising
is to make a Statement in reference to the
deputation which waited. on the Minister.
He is quite correct in Saying that lie never
made any definite promise to the deputa-
tion; but he led mre to believe thabt he
intended 'to take some prom pt action to
prevent the use of Collie coal. It was
urged on him that its use should be

jsusended during a. portion of the year,
and £ eret that our predictions have
proved only too true, for we anticipated
a heavy loss to settlers adjoining the line.
I Tim MINISTER: You will remember

*that I asked you whether the discon-
tinuance of its use at a certain season, as
in previous years, would he sufficient,
and you answered, "Yes." The same pre-
cautions have been taken this year. Its
use would be discontinued this year as in

Iprevious Years. That was may Promise.
MR. QUINLAN: I may have stated

that I was satisfied with that, but I1 have
no recollection of so doing. I admit that
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no definite promise wan given that the
use of the coal should be discontinued;
but we were satisfied that the Minister
would take prompt steps in the
matter, and we naturally concluded that
the use of the coal would be suspended.
Three or four years ago I saw grass set
alight by Collie coal. Fortunately that
season was too early for any great damage
to be done. I saw a similar incident at
York on one occasion, near the show
grounds; and it has been proved beyond
doubt by other speakers that Collie coal
is at a certain season dangerous to crops.
It will be very regrettable if we have to
condemn what we hope will be a great
industry ; but the fact remains that we
shall have to prohibit the use of Collie coal
during the hot summer months. When
on the deputation to the Minister I said
I anticipated claims against the Govern-
mnent: and I hope the Government will
come to the rescue of those farmers who
have suffered by' the recent fire, and will
make good their loss. Particularly when
it can be proved by an onlooker that the
Collie coal was the cause of the fire, the
Government should, without waiting for
legal proceedings, pay any reasonable
claim. I approve of the member for
York's suggestion that an inquiry should
at once be held to ascertain who is to
blame. It is a pity that the Minister did
not, instead of using the words " as far
as possible,". direct the Commissioner
that the use of Collie coal must be
discontinued at this season of the year.
The present and past Governments alike
knew the risk attending the use of that
coal in summer; and I do not think this
Government is more to blame than its
predecessors. But now that the facts
are so forcibly brought home to Ministers,
I hope they will profit by their experience,
and that more care will in future be
exercised.

Mn. BURGES (in reply as mover):
The Minister baa not replied to the
most definite statement I made-that I
went to him on last Tuesday week, and
that be told me he was not burning the
coal. He has never denied. that state-
ment; and I am sorry he is unable to
deny it. Another matter. His minute
to the Commissioner reads " as far as
possible." If he was in earnest, why did
he not give direct instructions there and
then to discontinue the use of the coalP

Th my opening speech I did not refer to
the deputation; but its representations
should have been enough to show the
Minister that the matter was serious;
and he ought then to have issued instruc-
tions. He is responsible to Parliament
and to the country. He alone is con-
demned before Parliament and before the
country. It is very well to throw the
blame on the Commissioner; hut that is
useless. The Commissioner's minute
stated that he would not discontinue the
use of the coal until the question was
settled; but that he did not believe in
using it. My opinion is that the Com-
missioner is not at all answerable. It is
very easy to condemrn a man who has not
an opportunity of defending himself here.
I know that the Commissioner is not
answerable. The Minister's speech was
very indefinite. There may not be a
legal mind in the Government; but they
have a good method of evading difficult
points in controversy. The principal
meason for their not stopping the use of
Collie coal is a very good reason-because
Dr. Jack is experimenting with the coal,
and the Government do not want to con-
demn the coal while the inquiry is pro-
ceeding. I know from responsible officers
that the engine-drivers do not want to
use this coal, knowing very well its dis-
advantages. The Premier and the
Minister for Railways asked who saw
the fires started by sparks. Of course
the statements of agricultural members
are always doubted. We are treated as
nobodies. The member for Sussex
said that only a swagman went along.
We will prove that there was more than
ab swagman.

MR. FRANK WILSON: -. said that the
newspapers said so.

MR, BIIRGES: I am not referring
to the newspapers. Let me point out to
members the trotuble we take over these
matters. I and my son have a large
farm, and we have our men three miles
out watching for fires. We keep a trap
and horses to carry food already cooked
to the men two and three times a day so
that they can watch for the fires. With
all that trouble we have to put up with
the damage from the Collie coal which is
used to benefit a few labourers in another
part of the State. I have no wish to
stop any industry, and the Collie coal
industry may yet be one of the greatest

11ires in Summer. [22 I)EcEmBEit, 1904.3



2192 Fires in Summer: ASML. Ca prs

industries in this State; still this, coal
should not be burnt during certain
seasons of the year. It is all very well
for members to preach Sympathy, but
that is not what is wanted. The Premier
and the Minister for Railways have
acknowledged that Collie coal is used.
That is good enough for any court: it may
possibly enable some poor men to get
something from the Government. The
member for Collie has acknowledged that
Collie coal is not good, and that the
sparks fly about. I say that this coal
explodes. Scores of times people have
watched Collie coal in use on the engines
and have seen the sparks fly about. But
our stalements are denied. I did not
come into Parliament to make kving and
untruthful statements. There istruth in
the statements I have made. It is
derogatory to say I came here to make
statements so as to get something out of
the Government. We have heard the
statement read which was supposed to
have been written by the Commissioner
of Railways. I think the Commissioner
must have got a boy to write that state-
ment for him, for it was abisurd. In
these, days of farming how is a
man going to cultivate six feet of
land one year and six feet the next
year. Such a, statement read out to
sensible men is childish. I have
carried this matter far enough, and T
hope something will come of it, for I have
seen !men in despair who have lost their
all. I know good hard-working men
who have been on farms since they were
14, and who to-day are ruined. i came
down in the train this morning with a.
struggling man, and he told mue what had
happened yesterday. My son and others
did what they could to break the fire
from his yards and his homestead. Then
they went a little farther to save his
crop, and when they came back his sheds
were on fire, and he lost every bit of
harness. That man had to go to Nor-
tham to buy fresh harness to-day. It is
no use saying the fire has not been caused
by Collie coal. I know it has. We have
seen the sparks coming out of the
engines and flying all over the place.

MIR. FRtANK WILSON: Do you know
that there was an ounce of Collie coal
,on the tender?

Ma. BURGES: The member for
Sussex should not be so childish. The

member for Collie has said that large
showers of sparks come out of engines.
I only want the State not to use Collie
coal during certain seasons of the year.
If the Government want to use Collie
coal at all times, let them resume the
land alongside the railway line, When
the railway was first built through the
district referred to, where farmers had
crops growing, the Government took one
chain of land, but where there were no

Icrops they took two chains. The Govern-
iment should have taken three chains &ll
along. It is real misery to live alongside
this line, and the sooner the Government
take steps to resume the land the better.
I would sooner give the Government the
land to-morrow. Let them take the land
and clear it every year. We are willing
to meet the Government. It would be
better to give the land away in the first
instance than have these serious annoy-
aces and danger for ever. I could move
a vote of censure on this matter; at
any rate I could bring the two Sides
together, and we should know where
we are. I am not afraid to stand
by myself. I can point to a ease in which
I did stand alone in the Utpper House
when a swindle was being worked in the
city of Perth, and a sunm of £250,000 was
passed through both Houses. We have
an immigration schemne spoken of, but
what is the use of bringing people here if
they cannot with satisfac-tion settle on the
land ? We must consider this matter
seriously. In view of ihe fact of the news
of the fire being telegraphed all through
the other States, what will people say ?
That Collie coal is burning the people out
after people have been put on the land.
People will not forget this. I am sorry
the M.finister has not been able to answer
the charges which I have made. The
Minister has not even replied to my
statement; he could not do so. I give
the Minister credit for not denying my
statements, but his answer was not satis-
factory. I have no desire to carry this
question farther: we have already taken a
couple of hours over it. I hare brought
forward this matter with an honesty of
purpose. The member for West Perth is
always sneering and discourteous.

MR. MORAN (in rxplanation): I can-
not understand the hon. member. I am
in entire sympathy with him; and when
I interjected, I said the proper thing to
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do was to get a promise from the Premier
that Collie coal should not be used,
and that assistance should be given to
the settlers. If the bon. member were
not so much like a bush fire, he would do
more good.

MR. ]3URGES: I said that the hon.
member was often discourteous, and he
knows he has been. I am acting honestly
in bringing this matter forward. 'We
ought to have had a vote of censure on
the Government over this question; but
I am bringing the matter up on my own
initiative. I do not desire to take a vote
on the question: the public will be able
to judge. I trust the use of Collie coal
will be stopped at once. When the wind
is gusty, farmers living along the railway
lines are in dread of fires. Last year I
lost pretty well as much by a lightning
storm as I have lost this year. I
hope now that these sufferers will be
paid without having to go to law; at any
rate it will only be a matter of justice to
these poor men. Beyond all doubt it is
the Collie coal which has done this. The
hon. member for Sussex (Mr. Frank
Wilson) says, " That will do." It is all
very well to say " that will do," because
they are not burning Collie coal down in
his district; but it does not do to say
that we will be burnt out. The member
for Gascoyne wants this stopped at once.
Everything people have will be burnt
out, and it is no satisfaction to men who
come here to spend money. I beg leave
to withdraw the motion.

IN EXPLANATION.

MR. F. CONTNOR (Kimberley): The
member for York referred to two mnem-
bers here.

MR. SPEAKER: I do not think lhe
referred to the member for Kimberley.

MR. CONNOR: It is understood that
the reference was to me. I would like to
make this explanation, because otherwise
I may be placed in an absolutely false
position. I have never missed an oppor-
tunity at any time since this question
came before the House to condemn the
use of Cole coal on the railways. If
members will look at Honsard they will
find that is so.

AIR. BuzFss: The hon. member has
no right to speak.

MR. CONNOR: The hon. member
has no right to accuse me as he did.

A. EURGES : I referred to the hon.
member's not objecting to the statement
I made about Edmund Burke, the great
orator.

MR. CONNOR: I beg the hon. mem-
ber's pardon. I accept the explanation.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

PRIVILEGE-MR. GREGORY'S COM-
PLAINT AGAINST MR. MORAN.

MR. HT. GREGORY (Menzies) : I
desire to draw attention to a statement
made in the Press this morning with
regard to myself. In matters of this
sort we have noticed, even when reading
reports of police court cases, that there
is generally some little sense of refine-
ment amongst reporters, and that they
try to give to the public a reasonable
statement of what occurs there. Appa-
rently reporters here seem to go a little
beyond, and if they think there is any-
thing that will appeal to the public
palate, no matter how discreditable, it
usually gets into the public Press. When
there are long debates and possibly
recriminations, things may be said which
those who say them regret almost imme-
diately afterwards, and they would
prefer, I take it, that these things
did not appear in the Press. But
certain statements appear to have been
made by the member for West Perth
(Mr. Moran) which I did not catch, and
I am going to ask that I receive from
that bon. member an absolute apology
for those remarks, if those statements
are correctly reported in the West Avs-
tralian.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
can speak on a matter of privilege, but
he cannot ask at. this stage for an
apology on a point of order. The bon.
member may refer to the circumstances,
as a matter of privilege only.

Ma. GREGORY : It is as a question
of privilege I desire to do so.

MR- MORAN: Had you not better
see whether I am responsible for those
remarks or notP Had you not better
proceed in a more leisurely way ? Do
not use any threats. That is all I ask.

ME. GREGORY: Those remarks are
in print, and have gone out before the
people. I would like to say, if I am
right in speaking oni a question of
privilege, that yesterday morning a
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certain statement was made by the
Minister for Works in regard to one of
my old colleagues. We were all, I think,
very excited-

Mn. MORAN: You yourself especially.
MR. NEEDRAM:' We were not all ex-

cited.
Mx. GREGORY:- I, anyway, was con-

siderably excited, because the character
of one of my late colleagues was im-
pugned, and in the most honourable way
the Minister for Works withdrew the
statement he had made. But while I was
remarking on that occasion how I would
nisk my reputation with that of my late
colleague, there was, according to the
statement appearing in the Press and
which I have here, a remark by Mir.
Moran, "That comes well from you.
You are the last man in this or any other
Parliament who should talk like that.
You have always been a Parliamentary
pimp." That is not the sort of thing I
am going to stand. I want to say this,
that for all the years I have been in Far.
liament, and the work I have done, I
have never either directly or indirectly
received one threepe-nny hit fromn any
soul other than the salary given to me as
a member of Parliament, or as a Minis-
ter. To have an accusation made like
this-- from whomV Is it from one who
can turn round and talk to others of a
clean repuitation?1 He talks about my
akin-deep honesty-

MR. MORAN: I Said it was not skin-
deep, I think.

MR. SPEAKER: I do not projnse to
allow any interjections in this mnatter just
now. The hon. member will have -an
opportunity of replying later, and I hope
he will not take the opportunity of reply-
ing by interjections. A member can rise
to a point of order on anythi ng he objects
to.

MR, MORAN: T hope you will grant
me that privilege. I am not likely to
offend.

Ma. GREGORY: According to the
paper Mr. Moran said, " I said the bon.
membher's honesty was skin-deep. I'll say it
is not, if he likes." That is the sortof with-
drawal we received on that occasion, and I
then stated, "I san not discussing my
own reputation." "I should think not,"
interjected the hon. member; "I have
come across your slimy tracks in many
places." I asked the Chairman ithen to

insist upon a withdrawal1 of that, and
Mr. Moran said, " Very well; I'll with-
draw the statement. He does not make
slimy tracks; he travels shod." I asked
the hon. member to withdraw the whole of
his statements and to apologise. I do not
think there should be so much of this
Billingsgate.

MRt. MORAN: Did I refuse?
Ma. GREGORY: I asked the bon.

member to-day if he would apologise.
MR. MORAN : I think I told you I had

done so.
MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.

member had better take notice of my
previous remarks about interjections.

Ma. GREGORY: I asked the hon.
member would he, when the House met,
make an unreserved apology ? I have a
character to lo.se. With regard to my
work, I have tried to be clean. I think
it is wrong that some low, contemptible
scoundrel can damage the chiaracter of a
man -

Ma. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not address those remarks to the
member for West Perth.

Ma. GREGORY:- I beg pardon. I
withdraw that. I feel it is very difficult
to resist using strong language. Here it
has gone back to the people that I leave
a slimy track behind me.

MR. MOxAN: I think the House cannot
be conducted with more dignity, by your
making those statements. [Mr. Moran
here left the Chamber, but subsequently
returned.]

Mn. GREGORY: I think we have had
lately a great deal of a species of
larrikinism.

4R. SPEAKER: The hon. member
can only proceed to make an explanation
regarding the attack made upon him. If
the hon. member attempts to make any
attack upon another hon. member, I shall
have to stop the discussion.

Mx. GREGORY: I simply want to
get an opportunity of refuiting those

istatements. I am sure every member who
reads this paper will admit at once that
it is not fair to make remarks of this sort
in regard to any person's character. If
anyone desires to make a charge, let it
be made. I am one of those al ways look-
ing for a fight. I am only too pleased to
have a fight in connection with any mat-

I ter; but let it be something different
1from this. I regret this, and I think the
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member for West Perth should make a
retraetation and au apology. I intend to
point out that unless that apology is
forthcoming it is ul~y intention to ask that
a Commission be appointed to inquire
into certain matters, and I will give the
member for West Perth an opportunity
not of criticising the characters of other
members, but of defending his own. Is
it too late to give notice of motionF

MR. SPEAKER: Yes.
THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):

On the question of privilege I wish to
say, if I may be permitted to do so, that
I regret I was out of the House at the
time the remarks are alleged to have been
made, as read by the member for Men-
zies ;and if they were made I personall y
think it regrettable, as I think it is very
regrettable indeed when any member of
this House unfortunately uses language-

Mr. MORAN: I expressed my regret
in full. The hon. member ought to know
it. His leader knows it, if he does
not.

THE PREMIER: In my opinion it is
regrettable when any language which re-
flects on any member is uttered in this
Chamber. At the same time I presume
that the Chairman or the Speaker, or
whoever may be presiding, would
naturally have his attention called
to the matter, and would insist
on that language being withdrawn.
But I would like to go farther
than that, and indicate that the way to
prevent this sort of thing is not by
standing up and repeating the same
offence; and while the member for
Menzies is in my opinion quite justified,
if at any time he is unfairly alluded to,
in demanding an apology as well as with-
drawal, he at all events should set the
example that hie desires other members to
follow, and should therefore, when calling
upon another member to withdraw and
apologise for an unfair remark, avoid
uttering an unfair remark himself.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
withdrew that.

THE PREMIER: I wish to point
out-

MR. SPEAKER: I inszisted upon a
withdrawal, and the remark having been
withdrawn the him. member cannot refer
to it.

Tns PREMIER: I was only going to
suggest an apology.

MR. C. 3. MORAN: On a point of
order: if that be so, why does the hon.
member refer to two interjections?

MR. GREGORY: They were not with-
drawn.

MR. MORAN: They were withdrawn.
TuE PREMIER: The point I wish

particularly to raise is this: it would
have been much better if the remarks
had been made in the form of a request,
unaccompanied by any threat.

Ma. MORAN: That would have been
granted at once. He knows that.

THE PREMIER: I think the desire
of the member for West Perth would
have been to make any reparation that
the circumstances might render neces.
sary. Every member of this House
occasionally is liable to say words that
afterwards he regrets, especially when
the sittings of the House are somewhat
unduly prolonged. I hope this matter
will be ended by the member for West
Perth merely repeating the withdrawal
he has already made, and by the member
for Menzies in the same fashion accepting
it.

MR. MORAN: The hon. member
might have been just enough to have
told this Chamber the interjection he
hurled across the floor at me-that was
missed by the Press-which led to all
this trouble.

Ma. GREGORY : What interjection ?
MR. MORAN: Which members of

this Chamber heard. Those connected
with me for the last ten years know I
never start these recriminations. I hate
them; they make. me feel miserable. I
resent my own action afterwardls. The
member for Menzies knows what he said
to me that morning. I ask him now,
does be remember what he saidP

Ma. GREGORY: What was it?
MR. MORtAN: I ask his leader also,

does he remember what he said about
something being swallowed ?

MR. EASON: As I have been appealed
to-I wish the member for West Perth
had not done so -I am bound to say that
my recollection is that the commence-
ment of these recriminations, which
ought to be stopped, and must be regret-
able indeed now they are brought to the
minds of both parties, came fromn the
member for West Perth by saying that
the member for Menzies was unsexed.
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MR. MORAN: No. I think the
remark made was, "Remember your sex."
It was made humourously, and I appeal
to members who were in the Chamber to
near me out.

Ain. RASON: There was something
prior to that.

MR. MORAN: The leader of the
Opposition must not think that I am
going to stand here and be misrepre-
sented.

MR. RASON: If that remark means
anything, it means that I am misrepre-
senting the hon. member. I object to
that. The member for West Perth
appealed to me. I have given my version
honestly and truthfully. The first remark
camne from the member for West Perth.

MR. MORAN: What came from the
member for Menzies ?

MR. RASON: The member for West
Perth said that the member for Menzies
was not a, man. There are many mem-
bers who heard what passed.

HON. P. H. PIESSE : It is most regret-
able that there should be any allusion to
what passed yesterday. The member for
Beverley being absent, as the oldest
member of this House present I regret
to have heard such language being used,
and I regret the scenes which were car-
ried on here yesterday morning and
during the debate. The remarks re-
iterated to-day are made by old members
of the House, and there are a great many
younger members. Our -great object
should be to maintain the dignity of the
House.

MR. MORAN: I am replying. I do
not want a lecture from the hon.
member.

Ma. SPEAKER: I understood the
hon. member had resumed his seat.

MR. MORAN: I sat down to give the
leader of the Opposition an opportunity.
I want to get the truth first, aud will
listen to the lecture patiently afterwards.
My remark was made innocently, and
without the slightest feeling of malice.
No such meaning could be given to the
remark, " Remember your sex." It is
absurd for the leader of the Opposition
to wilfully strain that meaning. The
member for Menzies knows I did not
mean anything of the sort. Will the
member for Menzies withdraw the remark
he uttered across the HouseP

MR. GREGORY: What was it?

)JR. MORAN: Does not the hon.
member remember what he said?9 If he
does not withdraw, and if be does not
remember the gross iAsult to me, I do Dot
withdraw a word. If there is to be an
apology, let it be on both sides. I got
up after my remarks were made, and
said-the member for Menzies was out
of the Chamber-that T regretted very
much what had been said. Hut the
member for Menzies, who was not
present, approached me to-day and
threatened me.

Mn. GREGORY: Not first.
MR. MORAN: Did I not tell the hon.

member that my apolog 'y was published
in the Morning Herald, and did not I
refer to it? I think the member for
Toodyay was in the Chair when I ex-
pressed my deep regret at having been
led to make use of words I was sorry for.
I always do that. Evidently the West
Australian reporters did not catch the
few words. They were not to blame.
They had been there all night. It was
no fault of theirs. It was at eight o'clock
in the morning. I think I said to the
hon. member, "If that remark slipped
from mel will withdraw it, and publicly;"

-but the bon. member knows that he
threatened me then. I think it was unfair.
If I amn threatened, I put iny foot down
and stand still. I will not be threatened
by anybody. I hope I am always man
enough to resent anty man in this House
threatening me with any dire conse-
quences. That is all I said. The hon.
member threatened me with certina
consequences, and I told him to go ahead.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: It was not my
intention to read a, lecture; but in main-
taining the dignity of the House, as an
old member I feel it is unfortunate that
even on this question of privilege mem-
bers should repeat recriminations of a
previous occasion. Notwithstanding there
may be exciting moments in the House,
I feel there is room for much improve-
muent in regard to the way in which
retorts and recriminations are made. An
example should be set by older members
of this House in this direction. There

mybe good reasons for this discussion,
Ibtif the withdrawal is made it should

be accepted in the spit-t in which it is
given. The member for Menzies is with-
in his rights in drawing attention to this
matter in the circumstances, because the

[ASSEMBLY.] Privilege.



PersnalMaters F2 D~nrnli,190.] econciliation. 2197

words do not appear as having been with-
drawn; but we should get on with the
business of the country without resortinig
to recriminations which irritate without
expediting business. We are in a way
degenerating to a common debating
society by the interjections of members.
Every effort is made by Mr. Speaker to
keep members in order, and latitude is
given; but these proceedings are Dot a
good example to the younger members
coming to the House, when for many
vears it is said that the dignity of the
West Australian Parliament has always
been, maintained by the members who
took part in its deliberations.

MR. RASON: As my name has been
dragged forth in this discussion I may be
allowed two or three remarks. I know
no man who is more sorry after he finds
be has done something to hurt anybody's
feelings than the member for West
Perth ; but unfortunately he is very im-
petuous. Even to-day in discussing this
question, the hon. member has accused
me of exaggerating, after appealing to
me to state what happened.

Mn. MORAN: I repeat, you have done
so intentionally or otherwise.

MR. RASON: Is not the conduct of
the hon. member I have previously com-
mented upon then, as now, enough to
wound the feelings of anyone? I had
no wish to be. dragged into this on one
side or the other. Appealed to, I gave
my version. The member for West
Perth says he has expressed regret.
When I wras addressing the House on a
charge made against a previous colleague
of mine, I expressed regret that many of
us were too apt in the beat of debate to
say things that afterwaitds I am sure all
of us are very sorry for, that not only the
man who heard the remark was hurt but
that probably the man who made the re-
mark was still more hurt when he
realised that he had said something he
would much rather have left unsaid.
Following on my remarks, the member
for West Perth -certainly did say he was
led into making utterances that very
often he regretted.

MR. MORAN: Why did not the mem-
ber for Menzies hear of it?

Mn. RASON: The member for West
Perth in his impetuosity-

MB. Monn: Oh, rubbish!1

MR. RASON: There is another example
of the hon. member's conduct!

MR. MORANr: Yes; we know.
MR. SPEAKER: Order.
Mn. MORAN: Don't start lecturing.
Mu. SPEAKER: Order.
MR. RASON: I submit that at all

times the member for West Perth adopts
a bullying attitude.

MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.
member had better withdraw that.

MR. RASON: Well, a brow-beating
attitude.

MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.
member should bring no farther accusa-
tions into this matter.

MR. RASON: I wish to say no more,
except to express regret that some inem-
hers are only too apt to say things that
hurt and rankle in the minds of those
who hear them, long after they have been
uttered..

RECONCILIATION.
At a later stage of the sitting, explana-

tions were made as follow:-
Mn. H. GREGORY: In rising on this

occasion, it was not to speak on the
Railway Estimates, but to claim the
indulgence of the House for expressing
his regret at a little episode that occurred
this afternoon. Entering the Chamber
this afternoon, he felt in a mood that was
not particularly amiable. He was re-
ported in the Press as having made
certain statements. In speaking on that
occasion, he now realised that he went a
little too far, and made statements which
be felt sorry for. The member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) and he had been
associated together in political work for
over eight years. They had always been
particularly good friends, and it was
possible that in these long sittings there
might have been a certain amount of
acrimonious debate at times. The hon.
member (Mr. Moran) was not justified in
certain statements he made, and he (Mr.
Gregory) was not justified in the state-
ment be inade this afternoon. This
being Christmas time, he bad no desire
to go away with a feeling of ill-will
towards any member of the House or
anyone outside it. Therefore be wished
to withdraw the statement he had made
this afternoon.

MR. 0. J. MORAN: It had given him
great pleasure to find that a little differ-
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ence which had occurred between himselfI
and the hon. member was now removed,
and had reached this happy termination.
The little misunderstanding which had
occurred he believed had wounded deeply,
particularly the wife of the hon. member ;
and that being the case he hoped that
what was now passing in the Chamber
would come to her ears, that he (Mr.
Moran) in the fullest sense withdrew
every remark of an objectionable kind
he had made in reference to the nmem-
ber for Menzies, and to state that
the svble matter arose out of a
misunderstanding. At 8 o'clock this
morning, after sitting up all night, he

was epored o have said a particular

th ing ow hic e had no recollection;
an Phe wane to repeat the assertion
that there was no justification for having
made use of the words he did. He with-
drew the whole thing, and now wished
to express the most kindly sentiments
towards the hon. member, and to say that
these little things did not conduce to the
happiness of the man who made the
statement, and still less of the man
against whomn the statement was made.
He hoped it would be reported that the
whole matter was ended. Both had been
in fault, and if he (Mr. Moran) was the
originator of it, he overstepped the
bounds of fairplay ; and he now extendedI
the hand of friendship to his old friend,
hoping that the matter would be speedily
forgotten. He did not desire to wound
any man's feelings; and knowing that he
had sometimes spoken with firey heat, he
was prone to thrust more than he intended
to do. He withdrew handsomely any
objectionable words he had said in regard
to the hon. member.

The incident then terminated.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By tbe COLONIAL SECRETARY, Report

of tie Governors of the High School toI
B0th June, 1904.

By the PREmIER Proclamation de-
claring Quarantine Station for vines, near
Hamel. Proclamation declaring Quaran-
tine Station for stock, near Fremantle
and Owen's Anchorage. By-laws made
for the management of Monger's Lake
Reserve. Regulations made under " The
Land Act, 1898."

By the MINISTER FOR WoRKs: By-
laws of Bayswater Roads Board. Papers

ordered on motion by Mr. Gordon relat-
ing to the transfer of the South Perth
bore to the Acclimatisation Committee.

QUESTIONS-GOLD BUYERS' LICENCES,
BOULDER.

MR. GORDON asked the Minister for
Mines: i. Is it true that he has granted
to Al. Mazzuc-hilli, and refused to Hf.
McKay, a gold buyer's license for
Boulder? 2, Did not the Warden in
such instance recommend the granting of
the license? 3, Was not the evidence
given in regard to the character of
McKay of a most satisfactory nature?9
4, Is not Mazzuehilli the only licensed
gold buyer other than banking corpora-
tions licensed to purchase gold at Boul-
der ? 5, As Mazzuchilli and McKay are
both working jewellers, did not the
Minister consider that by granting one
application and refusing the other he
was creating a monopoly which was not
justifiedo

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes; a license was granted to
MW. Nazzuchilli, and McKay's Applica-
tion, with a number of others, was
refused. 7, Yes. 3, Yes; the evidence
was satisfactory. 4, There are three
gold buyers, in addition to the banks, in
the district. 5, No evidence whatever
had been adduced that the facilities
already existing in the district for the
sale of gold are not ample for the con-
venience of the mining public, and this
will continue the chief consideration in
dealing with future applications. All
licenses expire on December 31st.

QUESTIONS (2)-GOVERNMENT
ADVERTISIVJG.

MR: A. J. WILSON asked the Pre-
mier: T, What Space was secured for
Government advertisementsain the "Great
North-West" publication? 2, What was
the picepaid? 3, Was there any agree-
mnent to purchase any copies of the work?
4, If so, what were thie number and priceF
5, When was the contract entered into ?

THE PREMIER replied: u, Two pages.
2, £105. 3 and 4, No; but 750 copies
were supplied free. 5, 28th October,
1904.

Ma. A. 3. WILSON farther asked the
Premier: i, What space was secured for
Government advertisements in the Christ-
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urns number of the Western Mfail ? 2,
What was the price paid for the same ?

THE PREMIER replied: I, Half-n-
page. z, £15.

QUESTION-INEBRIATES RETREAT,
TO E§TABLISH.

Mn. A. J. WILSON asked the Pre-,
mier-: T, Has his attention been called
to -the recurring frequency' with which
some people are charged in the Police
Courts with habitual drunkenness, and
repeat .edly committed to prison for the
offence? 2, Does he not think that in
such cases drunkenness is more of a
disease than a crime? 3, Will he con-
sider the advisability of establishing an
inebriates retreat, where such people
may be detained for special medical
treatment in lieu. of commitment to
prisonF

THE PREMIER replied: Inquiry will
be made respecting the desirability of
establishing an inebriates retreat.

QUESTION (3 )-RAILWA.Y CROSSINGS,
EAST PERTH.

MR. RASON (for Mr. Hardwick)
asked the Minister for Railways: What
is the intention of the Government in
regard to a subway or bridge in the open

crssing known as Fenian's Crossing, East

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: This matter has been brought
under notice hr the member for North
Perth, who has been informed that, when
funds permit, it is the intention of the
Railway Department to arrange for the
construction of a. subway at this place.

MR. GORDON (for Mr. Hardwick)
farther asked the Minister for Railways:
Wbat is the intention of the Government
in regard to a subway or bridge in the
open crossing known as Somnmers Street,
East PerthP

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: I have not previously had this
matter brought under notice, but inquiry
will be made.

MR. GORDON (for Mr. Hardwick)
farther asked the Minister for Works:
Does the Government intend to construct
the long-promised bridge over the railway
line at Cavershamn Street, East Perth ?

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: The Govern-ent prepared a

design for the bridge; but as the City
Council would not undertake its main-
tenance (even though in the first instance
the whole cost of construction was to have
been defrayed by the Government), the
work was not proceeded with.

QUESTION-HAMEL EXPERIMENTAL
FARM.

Ifa. A.. J. W I LSO N asked the
Premier: i, What number of hours per
week do the men work on the Hamel
State Farm? 2, What wages do they,
receive? 3', Are the Government pre-
pared to adopt a 48-tours week in
connection with all work on these

,experimental farms ?
THE PREMIER replied: x, Nominally

nine hours; hut the permanent men
have to work longer if occatsion re-
quires. 2, Manager, £250 per annum;
ploughman, £22 per week and free
house; dayman. 7s per day. 3, 1 am
obtaining a report on its practicability.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1904-5.
IN COMMITTrEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous day.
RAILWAYS DEPnsTMENw (Ron. J. B.

Holman, Minister).

GENERAL STATEMENT.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
AND LABOUR, in explaining the
Estimates for Railways and Traminwa
(£1,286,509), said: I intend to show the
reason why a higher amount is provided
for Railways and Tramnways in the present
financial year than was actually expended
last year. Members will see that on last
year's Estinmates the estimated expendi-
ture was £1,299,870; the actualexpendi-
ture in that year being X1,228,285, Or a.
saving of £71,685 on the estimated total.
For this year, the proposed expenditure is
£1,286,509, being a reduction as com-
pared with last year's estimates of
£13,361, and an increase on last year's
actual expenditure of £68,274. If we go
farther bacok and look at the Estimates
for 1902-3, the amount of expenditure
estimated was £1,828,166, and the amount
actually spent was £1,275,564. Hon.
members, in looking at these figures, will
see that the estimated expenditure for
this year compares very favourably with
that of last year, in spite of the fact that
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the railways are extending in mile-
age and growing in traffic year by year.
In all probability, members will be
desirous of knowing how the increases
in the estimates of this year are brought
about, and the reasons for them. Look-
ing at the figures, we see an increased
expenditure amounting to £58,274 above
last year's estimate. On items 1 to 50,
there is an increase of £214,559 ; on item
53 there is an increase of £376, which is
brought about by requiring extra travel-
ling, lodging, and' goldields allowances.
On item 55 there is a small increase,
which is required to allow a. little extra
wages on the Roebourne tramway. On
item 56 there is an increase on the actual
expenditure of £230,059, for materials
required for re-sleepering and re-ballast-
ing the permanent way. On item 57
there is a small increase in incidentals as
compared with the actual expenditure
last year. Also on item 58 (compensa-
tion for losses, detention, or damage to
goods, and for personal injuries), the
amount of the estimate is the same as
was voted last year, £8,000; but after
the Mokine and Poison Gully accidents,
this amount has practically vanished
already. On items 51 and 52, wages and
temporary clerical assistance, there is a
decrease of £8,502 as compared with last
year's actual expenditure; and on item
60, vacuum brake fittings, there is a
decrease of £21,000, which is balanced by
an increase of the same amount on item
61 for completing the train piping of
trucks, carried over from last year. Item
62 shows an increase of £6,544 for re-
placing obsolete rolling-stock, and is a
set-off against depreciation. I may say
generally that the increases in this year's
estimate of expenditure mnake a total of
£58,274. Members will notice that the
total amount of expenditure proposed for
this year is £1,286,509, which by com-
parison shows a saving of £13,361
on last year's estimate, and is an esti-
mated increase of £58,274 on the actual
expenditure of last year. Referring now
to the revenue, the estimated earnings for
this year have been carefully arrived at,
based on the trade offering and the likely
developments in the working of the rail-
way system, together with the taking
over of the Malcolm-Laverton railways;
and the total is estimated at £10,000
more than was received last year. Mem-

bers may ask why the estimated earnings
wil not be more in proportion to the
increased expenditure, seeing that we are
going ahead in many directions; but I
may point out that considering we
estimate to receive £60,000 less for
freight in connection with the carrying
of contractors' planti, etc-etera, and
making allowance for reduction of
freights in the new rate-book on iuch
articles as mining machinery, members
will see that due provision has been
made in arriving at the total of esti-
mated revenue. I may mention here
that although last year's estimate of
revenue was £1,631,500, the actual
receipts last year did not reach that.
amount by £20,000. I will endeavour
now to explain the various increases in
the estimated expenditure for this year.
Taking items 1 to 60, relating to salaries,
there is a total increase, of £18,744. In
that amount we have this year transferred
from the loan to the revenue department
items for salaries amounting to £2,240.
There have been certain members of the
staff transferred from the wages to the
salaried staff, amounting to £4,906; also
the new appointments, to secure better
results and to meet the growing service,
amount of £5,730. Then the classifica-
tion increases for cadets up to £100 per
annum, also advances on salaries in
deserving cases, amount together to
£5,868, or a total increase of £218,744.
The increases in the staff reeiving
salaries under £2200 a year amount to
something over £4,000. The total in-
creases in the salaried staff, payable to
those receiving over £200ayear,amountto
about £'1,200., So, though there are a
few increases, the amount in money is not
great; and in every case where increases
have been given, those increases do not,
even at the present time, bring the
amount received by those officers up to
anything near what is received for the
same work in the Eastern States. The
increases in wages since 1892 have been
fairly considerable; and it is a great
pleasure to know that we are able to in-
crease our wages in the railway service to
a certain extent. Though at present a
great number of railway employees are
not receiving the same rate of pay as they
are entitled to, yet we hope that, as the
country goes ahead, we shall be in a
position to give them as high a rate of
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wages as they are entitled to. On item
51 (wages for traffic, locomotive work-
shops, ways, works, and stores), the
estimated expenditure in 1903-4 was
£2706,035, and the estimated amount for
1904-5 is £2711,532, being an increase
of £5,4197. The actual expenditure in
1903-4 was £718,534, and the estimate
for the current year being £711,532,
there is an estimated decrease of £27,002.
In this amount I include item 51, an in-
crease of £5,497 for wages; also I in-
elude item $2, an increase of £3,500 for
the payment of all the clerical assistance
for traffic, locomotive, workshops, ways,
works, stores, etcetera. We have not been
able to get a net record of work done in
the past, and it is. desirable to keep a
record to show what work has teen done,
and what it costs to perform that work.
The actual expenditure last year amounted
to £718,534, which shows an increase of
£12,499 on the amount provided in the
Estimates. The increases in wages since
1902 have been considerable. An expen-
diture of Q2,500 for, increases in the
traffic branch is. now under consideration;
and there are increases in other branches.
Merit has been considered in every case.
The actual increases for the year ending
30th June were as follow: Traffic, £4,045
7s. 6d.; ways and works, £304 15s. 6d.;
loco., £8,098 l11s. 6d.; stores, £78 12s.
-a total of £7,527 6s. 6d. The first
industrial agreemient with the traffic
brach necessitated am increase of £28,000.
An increased overtime rate was paid,
and the eight-hours da-y given to em-
ployees whose duties were at all con-
tinuous. This increased expenditure goes
on from year to year. Wages are higher
to-day than they were two years. ago;
and I hope they will he higher two
years hence than they are now, and that
the country will be in a position which
will justify the increase. The amount in
iteu. 58 is for compensation, £8,000.
Last year only £3,957 was required for
this purpose; but this year the amount
paid in compensation for accidents is, up
to date, £2,100, and that amount does
not include compensation in connection
with the Poison Gully and Mokine
accidents early in this financial year. It
is anticipated that a, considerable sum
w ill be needed as compensation for these
accidents, and that the amount of £8,000
will be required for this year, over and.

above the expenditure fur compensa-
tion last year. That accounts for a
farther inex ease of £4,000 on last year's
expenditure. For general improve-
ments to stations, there is an in-
crease. Last year a fair amount of
nearly X25,000 was spent under this head.
Items 60 and '61 will provide £14,000 for
vacuum brake fittings to complete 760
freight trucks now fitted with train pipes
only, and to complete trmiu piping of
trucks carried over from last year. This
provision is absolutely necessary for safe
working. In February of last year an
accident happened at Lion Mill through
a defective brake, and it cost the depart-
ment £2,000. Had that train been fitted.
with a vacuum brake and train pipes, it
could never have got away. In item 62, for
replacing obsolete rollinag-stock, locomo-
tives, etc., there is an incease of £6,544.
This item always appears on the Esti-
mates; and it represents one twenty-
fifth of the value of the locomotive
rolling-stock on the 30th June, which
fraction it is usual to setoff against de-
preciati on. This item will increase from
year to year, as the value of the stock
becomes greater. It is practically a sink-
ing fund, to prov ide that our roliig-stock
way be renewed for 25 years. The new
railway opened in this financial year is
the Malcolin-Laverton line, which, with
sidings, has a length of about 55 miles.
During the past few weeks industrial
agreements hsve been made for three
years with various associations: on the
26th October with the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers, on the 29th October
with the Coastal Boilermakers' lUnion,
and on the 2nd November with the
Coastal Iron, Brass, and Metal Moulders'
Union. Another agreement was com-
pleted on the 19th of this month with
the West A ustralian Locomotive Drivers,
Firemen, and Cleaners' Union; and I
hiope that in a short time agreements will
be concluded with the whole of cur rail-
way employees, to insure industrial pence
anad satisfaction to both sides for the next
three years. At the end of that period
we s hall see the benefit of these industrial
agreements, every clause of which I hope
will be satisfactorily observed by all
parties;, and we shall then, I trust,
be only too pleased to enter into other
agreements. Prior to the introduction
of the Government Railways Act 1904,
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the Commissioner sat as an appeal
board. By the annual report of the
department, members wifl see that a
larger percentage of appeals was allowed
by the Commissioner than is now allowed
by the appeal board. Still, we must all
admit that greater sati~faetion must
result from the board than from the
Commissioner's deciding appeal.. WeI
are pleased to know that the work is in
the hands of such a. tribunal. It is
useless for mne to go into the detailed
figures. The Railways Report has been
on the table for the last six or seven
weeks: and members have had ample
opportunity for studying the whole of
-the figures. When the items are men-
tioned I shall endeavour to give every
information to which members. are justly
entitled. It would be useless for me to
say that I know everything to be known
of our railway working. No man in the
country who has been connected with
our railways for so short a. time as I
would be in a position to say that. How-
ever, I have studied the department as
thoroughly as I could ; and I hope to be
able to throw sufficient light on any ques-
tion which members may raise. I com-
mend the Railways and Tramnways Esti-
mates to the Committee.

[General discussion ensued.]
A13. C. H. RASON said lie appre-

ciated the remarks just uttered by the
Minister, who might rest assured that no
one would ask any question which he
could not fairly be expected to answer.
There was no desire to harass him in any
way. The only point to which it was
now necessary to draw attention was that
this year the estimated expenditure was
£58,274 more than the estimate for last
year; and yet the estimated revenue was
only £9,992 more than last year's. That
was an important point. If it was neces-
sary to spend over £58,000 more on rail-
way administration than was needed last
year, surely we might expect that there
would be a much larger traffic and
much larger receipts. All things being
equal, railway expenditure was largely
governed by traffic. As a rule, if it was
necessary to spend more money in rail-
way working, there would be a orre-
spondingly increased revenue. But in
this instance, we were to spend over
£58,000 more than we spent last year, in

order to earn only £.10,000 more. That
seemed to be bad business.

DR. ELLIS: Preferential freights were
to be abolished,

MR. RASON accepted that as an
authoritative statement from the amateur
Minister for Railways. Would the real
Minister make the same statement?

How. F. H. FIESSE, having been
absent f rom the Chiamber, had heard only
the latter portion of the Minister's
remnarks. It was unnecessary to speak at
length, as mnuch had been said of the
railways when discussing othe~r mnatters.
The gratifying improvement in locomotive
working was due to the late locomotive
engineer, Mr. Rotheram, whose opinions
were not duly appreciated when he gave
them. Mr. Rotheram had done much to
improve the condition of our rolling-
stock. He camne here with the highest
credentials; yet his recommendations for
economic working of rolling- stock and loco-
motives were under-valued by those respon-
sible. Mr. -Rotheram was condemned in
various quarters, and conudemned unfairly.
It was recognised that he was doing good
work, and the criticism levelled against
him, shloulId have been refuted at the time.
There were many improvements in loco-
motives which he effected. To-day loco-
motives were capable of hauling 0 to 40
per cent. more load than previously, with
very small addition to the cost in propor-
tion to the work they were able to per-
form. This was a great saving to the
country. Many locomotives had been
thrown out of work because there was
not sufficient room to deal with repairs;
but one cause of so many engines being
laid aside 'was that the late Locomotive
Engineer brought about an improved de-
sign in locomotives, which had been of
immense service to the country. He
effected a groat alteration in the ordinary
wagon stock. Instead of carrying loads
of 5 tons to 10 tons, according to the
character of the vehicle, the late Loco-
mnotive Engineer was able, by a little ex-
pend ituro of money, to increase the
carrying capacity of wagons from 5 tons
to 10 tons and from 12 tons to 16 tons,
and now the carrying capacity was still
farther increased. Economy was effected
in that direction. We could now carry
on the sane number of wheels a greater
traffic than we had been able to deal with
previously; consequently there was more
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economical working. He mentioned this
to show the good service which the late
Locomotive Engineer rendered to the
State. If we were to have good servants
we should discourage criticism which
was detrimental to the experience of a
man. The public frequently condemned
before an opportunity was given to a man
to prove what he bad recommended, A
great deal of harm was done to a man in
this way. The late Locomotive Engineer
died in harness, at a time when the good
results of his work were about to be ac-
complished, and now it was fittin to
pay some respect to his memory. The
Ways and Works Branch was interesting
to those looking to the development Of
the country. It was to be hoped the
provision made would be sufficient. He
believed farther provision was made on
the Loan Estimates for this branch, and lie
hoped the provision mnade in the Loan Bill
would enable the Commissioner to carry
out many additions and improvements in
connection with various railways through-
out the State, especially in ag;ricultural
districts. He understood recommnenda-
tions wereniade for an increased expendi-
ture in this direction, so that good work
m~ight be done. lathe pastthe Commis-
sioner had been hampered because of the
limited amount of money placed at his
disjposal for carrying on works. With
increased settlement in the country, there
was a demand for farther conveniences:-
Wherever small improvements were f ully
justified, and could be cairied out at a
small cost, work such as improvedl load-
ing conveniences, the construction of
loading ramps and sidings, and lessening
the distance, these should be done, and
would be an incentive to the development
of the land. He hoped the Minister
during the earlier period of next year
would see that the Commissioner was
provided with sufficient funds to place in
hand works which had been long de-
layed. The Minister had had an oppor-
tumty of seeing some of the difficult
works which had been asked for, and "va
willing something should be done in
the direction mentioned, for the Commis-
sioner frequently made the excuse that
he had not the f unds. More money
should be expended in this direction if
good service was to be given to the
country. He was glad to sea that the
vacuum brake fittings were being ex-

tended. That was carrying out a recom-
mendation made many years ago, and he
was pleased that vacuum brakes were
being fitted throughout the system. The
expenditure was fully justified, for if anx
accident occurred and compensation had
to be paid-if there happened to be loss
of life-the amount would be greatly in
excess of the cost of farther vacuum
brakes. It wvas necessary, having such
an extensive system, that every safety
should be extended to the public. It
would enable the Commissioner and the
traffic. department to make use of rolling-
stock to attach to mixed trains. So far
as the question of braes was con-
cerned, he watched the matter with
interest, because previously he had
made strong recommendation in this
direction, and he was pleased to
note that great improvements were taking
place in regard to what was termed
mixed trains. On the whole, everything
seemed to be going along satisfactorily.
The department required a. good deal of
-money to cA~rry on the work of the
country; but the expenditure would be
fuily justified if the work was accom-
plished. It was difficult to estimate the
definite amount of expenditure and
revenue. This -was -work of an antici-
patory character, for the revenue had to
be estimated, and the expenditure also.
He understood there was some proposal
to alter the rates; hut he had not, so
far, heard the lines on which it was
intended to make the alteration. If the
alteration was to be made by a reduction
of so much per cent, on the present rates,
the matter would require to he carefully
looked into. There was the question of
deaing with the differential rates, which
had been'raised by the member for Cool-
gardie. He (Hon. F. H. Piesse) had
spoken of this before, when the member
was not here, and now that member
would have an opportunity of listening
to what he desired to place before the
Committee. If the question of differential
rates was looked into, it would be found,
after all, there was very little to com-
plain of. He was prepared to agree with
the member for Coolgardie, that the
differential rates should be abolished or
assimilated to the other rates. In regard
to preferential rates, he did not think
they would infringe on interstate rights.
This was, after all, a. question as between
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different parts of the State ; and pro-
vided we did not give undue preference
to the local article as against the imported
article from the Eastern States, he did
not think we would be interfering with
State rights. Preferential rates were
granted all the world over; in Canada
and America, and e~en in Australia, in
New South Wales, the practice was
followed. If we were to encourage the
opening up of new country in distant
places, we must place people not
altogether on the same footing as
those near to the centres of trade,
but we could lessen the rates by way
of comparison. It was the duty of
the country to do this, provided it
did not increase the price of the article
to the consumer. We should carefully
take into consideration the question
of differential rates, which was frequently
confused with preferential rates. Th~e
preferential rates question should be fully
considered before any change was made.
Unless something wa's done to assist
people in distant places, we were not
likely to see the country progress as we
would wish. Not only should there be
preference as to the products of a, district,
but in regard to the carriage of goods to
the people. A man could travel from
North am and return home three times a
day for 10s. ; but to travel from his
(Mr. Fiesse's) district and return it cost
39s., as against 109. from Northam. Con-
sideration should be given to this. Gal-
vanised iron -was carried for 18s. a ton
to Northam ; the same article cost nearly
£8 to be carried 225 miles.

At 6-30, the OnRAvT&s leat the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mu. BOLTON; Undoubtedly the late
Chief Mechanical Engineer bad an
enormous amount of experience. Still,
he had to put up with a great deal of
criticism which might possibly have hurt
him, and perhaps he took too much
notice of it. An officer in that position
had to put up with a certain amount of
criticism, and even by those who had no
right to criticise. A good deal of that
criticism was due to this Chamber. It
was ordered that spark-arresters should
be affixed where Collie coal was used.
The putting on of those spark-arresters
led to a good deal of adverse criticism.

One knew from views entertained by
persons engaged under Mr. Itotberam
that there was some amount of excuse
for criticism. The spark-arresters
stopped the sparks, but they also stopped
everything else. There were other
things which led to adverse criticism.
Mr. Rother-am introduced a great. many
things which, to the man who had to
work the locomotive, were decidedly
detrimental both to the locomotive and
to the man. A great deal was spent on
what were termed fads. As to rolling-
stock, a quantity of' that which was dis-
carded was capable of good service. That
gentleman recommended a better class
of locomotives, fitted, one admitted, with
the best appliances. The latest to be
introduced was the class "1E " type, a
very heavy locomotive; and the "F "
class, a. heavy goods engine, arrived by
the same shipment. Sixty-six per cent.
of the " E" class engines had to go into
the shops for repairs through faulty
make.. It was under Mr. Rotberam's
superintendance that the plans for these
locomotives were drawn out. As to
boiler repairs these engines had been an
absolute failure. In relation to class "F"
112 per cent. were sent into the shop, the
112 per cent. being explained by the fact
that some engines went twice to the shop
in a year. The cost of the 11E " class
of engine was £C5,180;i which was
almost double the price of any
engine ever before imported to this State.
The price of the " F " class was £5,998.
The class of engine referred to was doing
good work, but the cost of running these
engines took some part of the cream from
the work they were doing, because they
were very heavy consumers of coal. The
load had gradually increased, even with
these engines, till now they were hauling
the extreme limit. The only place where
we had a tunnel was in the dangerous
section from Swan View to Parkerville.
Tt was high time that the Government
deemed it necessary to have an air shaft
in that tunnel. Serious accidents had
happened there. In one case the driver
and fireman lost consciousness, and the
train ran back, and but for the provision
of a runaway siding there would have
been a serious smash ; but as it happoned,
things went off fairly well. However,
both the fireman and driver fainted from
exhaustion in that- tunnel. Sometimes
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the water in use in locomotives was of a
very bad nature, and when the engine was
priming it was necessary to let off water
from the cylinders by the release cocks.
If that was done in the tunnel, one was
debarred from getting any breath at all,
It was usual for the drivers and fire-
men to go fiat on their faces and also for
them to put wet waste or their caps over
their mouths. There were times when it
was almost dangerous to go through the
tunnel,

Mnt. Bunoxes How long did it take to
go through P

Mn.. BOLTON: Seven or eight
minutes. It was worse than being in a
bush fire to be in that tunnel. The
brickwork was not wore than nine or ten
inches from the funnel. The expen-
diture for administration was on the
increase. It had been explained by the
Minister that some of the wages staff had
been put on the salaried staff. The
salaried staff last year cost £23,279, and
this year £25,125. On the other banid,
the wages staff last year cost £173,531
against £159,000 this year. The wages
for the locomotive staff were on the
decrease in the aggregate. In a recent
ar-bitration ease one could not forget the
wail of the Commissioner, who said that
if an agreement were entered into the
railways would have to be run at a lees.
It seemed that the loco. department
was the scapegoat. The late Chief
Mechanical Engineer (Mr. Rotherarn)
never forgot those who worked under
him, and stuck up for his department.
Notwithstanding that wages had de-
creased in the aggregate, we found that
the men employed on the railways had
increased from 6,200 last year to 6,747
this year; but the increases were all
among the salaried officers. The Govern-
ment could even make more from their
revenue. It was proposed to adopt the
system of pooling engines-the worst
thing any railway could do. Thbe man in
charge of his own engine looked after it
and kept it up to date and in repair; .but
when a man had to hand his engine over
to a. second man, the latter would not
care so much about it, and having got to
the end of the section he would hand it
over to the next driver and be satisfied.
That was pooling engines. The late
Chief Mechanical Engineer had a, system
of putting each man in charge of his own

*engine, and it was a credit to the driver
who got at high place on the cost-sheet
each mouth. Now, the department
thought it would save by poling the
engines. If an engine ran for four
sections, four drivers would be employed
on it; so instead of running eight or
nine hours and then being cleaned, the
engine would run for a longer period and
not be cleaned at these intervals. The
department would save 7s. for a cleaner,
but would spend 30s. on the wear and
tear through not having the engine

Icleaned. It was a bad system not to
have engines cleaned regularly, especially
in Western Australia; and the Minister
should take notice of the officers of the
department if the Commissioner was
adopting this system of pooling the

Iengines against the advice of the officers.
The barracks at Southern Cross were
somne of the finest in Western Australia,
but after being built they were shut
down, and new barracks were to be built
atMerriden. Theonly argument advanced
for the change was that there would be
shorter hours for the drivers. These
barracks derived a considerable revenue,
sufficient to pay interest and sinking
fund. The Government tried to show
there was a saving of £4,000 by closing
down these barracks at Southern Cross;
but he (Mr. Bolton) did not believe the
figures produced by the Minister. If
gone into they -would prove to be- inflated.
It was claimed that the services of three
cleaners had been saved-a saving of
22s. 6d. per day; but these cleaners
had been transferred, one to Midland
Junction, one to Northamn, and one to
Fremantle; and it wats called a saving.
In regard to the water supply for the
department, there was a good supply of
water for engines on the goldfields; but
the Minister should look into the supply
at several other places. Water was
carried from Picton to Bunbury, and had
been conveyed for years past from the one
plae to the other; whereas by laying
down a set of pipes considerable saving
might have been effected. It was
said the fall was not sufficient; but
even without pumping, the tank at
Picton could be made higher, so that a
fall could be secured. The water service
at Midland Junction was bad. Water
had now to be conveyed by Train from
Chidlow's Well. At Midland the heaviest
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work in the service was done, and there
should he a good supply. It was peculiar
the Mundaring supply had not been used;
but lately the department was using a
dam whioh~bad been standing idle for
many years. The cost of taking water
from Chidlow's Well to Midland Junction
was enormous. Water was also conveyed
from Perth to Fremantle, and this had
been done for years past. It was time
the department found it cheaper to intro-
duce a water systeni at Fremntle. Water
had to be conveyed from the Coolgardie
water supply scheme at Northam to
Beverley, and the wear and tear on the
mixed train was very considerable,
because the train must be driven faster
since the stoppages could not be made
easily, no vacuum brakes having been
fixed on the water trucks. It was pleasing
an industrial agreement had been entered
into, and that it had been signed for
three years; but it was to he hoped the
Commissioner would see that the officers
of the department carried out the pro-
visions of the agreement, One did not
altogether blame the Comm issioner; but
agreements were not cardied out as they
should be carried out, all1 through a
quibble regarding interpretation. If the
men were not satisfied with the way
in which the Commissioner was carrying
out the provisions of the agree-
ment, it was a point which they
could refer to the 'Minister. It was
a matter of interpretation; and Mr.
George, being shrewd at interpreting,
could do it in his own way. Still it was
a fine thing to have an agreement show-
ing exactly the conditions under which
men had to work. Anaother matter the
Minister might not have heard of was in
the Ways and Works branch, where some
men had been working continuously for
as many as seven years and yet were still
classed on the temporary staff. They
were paid off at the end of six months,
and in that waty were prevented from
becoming permanent hands. The object
apparently was to do away with 'the
annual holidays that these men would
otherwise be entitled to; yet they had
been employed continuously, some of them
for many years. Was it right that these
men should 'be paid off for 41 hours at
the end of each half year and be engaged
again, just to defeat the Act in that
particular ? In the Railways Report the

Commissioner referred to the need for
office accommodation' for the Chief
Mechanical Engineer's staff. Large offices
had been built at the Midland Junction
Workshops, and. being now unused, why
should not those offices be used for this
purpose? Another little matter was that
in the Storekeeper's branch there was an
absurd practice of taking the stock
annually; and when he informed members
that the stock-taking each year extended
over about nine months, and that most
of the expenditure in this branch was
actually for stock-taking, members would
realise how absurd the process was. It
would be more business-like to take the
stock once in three years, or to spread
the operation over three years, taking a
portion each year. During the last two
or three months of the year the clerks
had to work after the usual hours.

THu, MINISTER: That had already
been altered.

MR. BOLTON understood that the
practice of taking stock annually was to
comply with the Audit Act; but that
Act should be amended. It was not right
that the Commissioner should be allowed
to spend £30,000 in duplicating a line
from point to point without the matter
coming before Parliament. Existing
ines had Wo be improved, of course; but

the matter of duplication ought to come
before this House. Another little matter
which might be a surprise to somet memi-
bers was that in several towns along the
railway two or three of the streets were
under the control of the Commissioner,
and he had to spend money to keep them
in repair. It would be better to transfer
the control of these streets to the local
municipal body in each ease. At North
Fremantle the municipal body had plenty
of funds, and was willing to take over
these streets and keep them in repair, on
condition that the Commissioner sbould
put them in good repair before trans-
ferring them. The North Fremantle
Council had a surplus of £833 at the
end of last year, and was willing to
undertake the cost of these streets.

Mn, R&sozs: Then the council repre-
sented by the hon. member would not
need a subsidy?

MR. BOLTON: The Commissioner had
been asked by the North Fremantle
Council to place a station at the north
end of the municipality; but the Corn.
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missioner was not willing to do it, and
some persons said it would not be done
so long as Mr. George remained Com-
missioner. One argument used against
it was that £4,000 had been spent on a
station at Congdon Street. No wonder
the Commissioner grumbled at being
asked to put in an extra siding, when
esch a large expenditure as that was
incurred in one place. On the whole, the
Minister was to be congratulated on these
estimates.

MR. DIAMOND: In justice to his
worthy colleague who had just spoken, it
was quite refreshing to hear a memiber of
this House talk quietly and to the point
on a subject he thoroughly understod.
Referring again to the system of keeping
railway accounts, and trotting out one of
his old hobbies, he must repeat that the
only satisfactory way to keep these
accounts was to treat the railways as a.
merchant would treat an important
branch of his business. A railway should
be treated as a purely trading concern, and
the accounts kept accordingly. Instead
of talking of the income from railways
as revenue, let us call it income from a
trading concern, and let us call the en-
penditure the outgoing. Money spent on
railways was spent for making revenue,
and should be so treated in the accounts.
He would keep on this subject until the
railways were treated as trading concerns,
and until the method of accounts was
altered accordingly. Reference had been
made to a reduction of railway rates.
Before we could talk of a general reduc-
tion of rates, especially in the goldields
traffic, we must to a certain extent dupli-
cate the lines. When the Eastern Rail-
way was projected, it was to run up the
valley of the Swan, where there would
not be such steep grades as on the pre-
sent route. Now when the vast bulk of
the traffic had to go up the steep grades,
the cost of haulage outward was much
increased; consequently he would not
advise a duplication of line on the pre-
sent route to the Eastern GJoldfields, but
that another line should be constructed
up the valley of the Swan to .Northam,
the gradients being easier and the cost of
haulage less. From Northam outward
he understood the line needed regrading,
its present course being undulating; and
he was told that the cost of haulage

under present conditions was increased
by 20 per cent,

MR. BURGE S: How long ago was th atP
There were new engines now.

MR. 'DIAMOND: Conjointly with the
idea of reducing the cost of haulage, we
must consider the cost of duplicating the
line and regrading it. The Minister
should also give particular attention to
back freight, in considering rat-es. The
trucks must otherwise come back empty -
and the haulage on'tbe down grade was
very light. Decrease the rates, and there
would be a considerable increase in the
quantity of ore Rent to the coast for
treatment. Differential rates were im-
posed in New South Wales to attract
trade. Goods were carried from Sydney
to Hay at a lower rate than to a place
between Sydney and Hay. This was
done to attract the Riverina trade. Vic-
toria retaliated, and carried goods at a
lossi. With such differential rates he
entirely disagreed. The rates on our

onpoduce should be as low as possible
soong as no district was unduly
favoured.

MR. NEEDHAM regretted that there
was not time for fuller discussion. While
congratulating the Minister on his pre-
sentation of the Estimates, one could not
congratulate bun on some of the features
of railway administration. The railways
were uinder the control of a gentleman
who from a commercial point of view was
a. man of ability, and wias making the
department a commercial success. But
another side of the question must be
stated, even at the risk of repeating some
statements already made in the House.
Though the Estimates showed increases,
perhaps deserved, in the salaries of highi
officers, yet the men whose earnest and
conscientious work had helped to make
the railways successful should have re-
ceited a little more consideration. Even
now it was not impossible to remedy
their grievances. Though for the past
year a6 section of the men bad worked.

Iunder an industrial agreement, that
agreement was not worth the paper it
was written on. The agreement provided
that the men should be reviewed twice a
year-in January and June-with a view
to ascertaining who by length of
service or by ability were entitled
to the increases provided by the
e lasufimtion.- That clause was not
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carried out; for since the agreement
was wade there was only one review, and
few men received increases as a result of
it. The management might say that
increases were not justified; but it was
lamuentable that while so few couipre-
handed in the agreement received in-
creases, we found increases on the
Estimates for men who were receiving
higher wages. This was unfair, and was
a poor incentive to the men to remain
loyal to the conditions of the agreement.
It was publicly boasted that the Com-
mnissioner was the only bead of a railway
department to introduce industrial agree-
ments with the workers. But what was
the good of ink and paper when some
men who had rendered valuable service
for six or seven years were not in any way
rewarded ? True there was an increase
of £65,497 for wages in the traffic, loco-
motive workshops, ways and works,
stores, etc. How had that sum been
allocatedP He indorsed the remarks of
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Bolton) as to the pernicious system
whereby men in the ways and works
branch, after working almost every day
for 12 mouths, were temporarily dis-
missed just about the time when they
would otherwise receive holidays and
other privileges of permanent men. This
went on for years. If the men were
worthy of retention after two or three
years' service, it was scandalous that
they should be dismissed for a few hours
and then re-engaged so that they might
be denied a few paltry holidays or a. 6d.
a day increase. Had these Estimates
been discussed earlier, perhaps more
would have been heard of them. He
hoped the Minister would, with his usual
fairness, consider the various points
mentioned.

Mnt. GILL: The information given as
to the locomotive branch by tP. member
for North Freantle would be valuable
to the Minister and perhaps to the depart-
ment. The Estimates showed remark-
able increases to the salaried officers. He
(Mr. Gill) believed that these officers
should be fairly remunerated; for by
offering good salaries we might fairly
expect to got the best men. But a large
body of men in the lower ranks was
cheated out of just dues. By an agree-
ment with the Commissioner these men
were at certain times entitled to increases

on the recommendation of their foremen.
He was not in a position to give the
number of men entitled to increase.
'Unfortunately he did not succeed in
getting the information asked for some
time ago. However, he knew that a
large number of men were entitled to an
increase of pa~yment under the terms of
the agreement, as they were recorh-
mended fur increases by their foremen.
He was given to understand. on good
authority that the Commissioner had
stated that, although a large number of
men were eniffed to increases when
recommended by their foremen, still he
could not see his way to give increases
as the railways could not afford it. If
that had been a legitimate excuse, one
could have accepted it, but the Esti-
mates coming on top of that statement
showed that the excuse was not satis-
factor,. There were increases on 'the
Estimates, and these increases would
cause dissatisfaction amongst those who
had not received increases which were
due to them. The salaried staff on the
railways were not being excessively paid.
In most cases they were not receiving
the same rate of pay as men doing
similar work in the other States. The
Commissioner was not dealing fairly and
squarely according to the agreement
entered into with the men on the wages
staff. The agreement should be carried
out to the letter; then it would lead to
better results. It was shown by the
annual report of the railways that the
increases in wages were not equal to the
increases of the salaried sta~ff. That was
aL state of affairs which must prove
unsatisfactory. It was not the men in
the office who did the practical work of
the railways, for when there was an
increase in traffic, the men outside had
to tackle the 'work, although when there
was a large increase there was more work
to be done in the office. This was an
aspect whbich required to he watched care-
fully. There was an increase in the office
staff but no increase in the wages staff.
When the Commissioner of Railways took
up his position he adopted a6 sensible
attitude. Hle said it was his intention to
reduce the number of officers considerably,
as they were duplicated in many instances,
and there were more officers than neces-
sary. That was the right stand to take,
and had the Commissioner been a prac-
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tical man he would have carried his
intention into effect; but not being a
practical man he was not able to cope
with the position. Instead of the num-
her of officers and offices being reduced,
they were increasing considerably. A new
office had been brought into existence
recently, and perhaps it was too early to
speak of that office; it was anticipated by
some that it would do good. He alluded
to an office called the " Transport office,"
in which there were 14 to 20 highly-paid
officers. He hoped that office would do
good, but bad very' grave doubts about
it. This wvas an idea that emanated from
Victoria. In introducing the Estimates
the Minister said that merit was always
rewarded in the railway service. That
was a good sentiment, but on looking
through the Estimates be was of opinion
that merit in the railway service was not
a necessary qualification for promotion.
Oftentimes it was a drawback. If a
stranger was seeking admission to the
ser-vice, and lie had the choice of good
experience or a good friend, that stranger
would do well to choose the good friend,
and would score every time against the
man with the experience. One case stood
out lprominently. One of the most effi-
cient officers in the service at the present
time was an inspector who had shown, on
more than one occasion, that in times of
difficulty he was capable of coping with
any trouble that might arise, and on
every occasion he had proved equal to
the task. But this inspector was not a
man of the ordinary office type and did
not believe in redtape. If this inspector
on his rounds saw anything wrong he
would see that it was quickly put right.
The ordinary course would be to let
things remain wrong and report them,
and then go back and see if the matter
had been righted ; if not, report it again.
Although this inspector was one of the
most able men in the traffic branch, he
was at the bottom of the list both in
salary and position. Therefore merit
dlid not get its reward. This was
owing to a want of knowledge on the
part of the Commissioner. One of the
best qualifications for the head of a rail-
way service was to be able to select good
officers. If we bad such a man, he
would be capable of managing the rail-
ways correctly ; but when the Commis-
sioner had to rely on officers under him

he was likely to be misled. In regard to
the classification of the salaried staff of
the service, for aL long time the officers
had been promised a classification. The
officers had been working under great
disabilities, and had not been paid the
rate of salary they deserved. This
applied more particularly to the officers
in charge and night officers, men who
had to work 12 hours a day and seven
days a week. Was it a fair thing to ask
anyone to work such long hours for £120
or £180 a year? It was not fair nor
reasonable. At the present time in the
suhur.ban are these officers were sup-
posed to get off one night a week accord-
ing to an agreement entered into, but the
system was only carried out sometimes.
A man might become sick in a signal
box, and the relieving officer had then to
relieve him. The officer whose turn
it wais to go off was deprived of his
relief. This was aL matter which the
Minister should take in hand and have
attended to. At the present time the
stationinaster at Perth was working 12
hours a day, which was unreasonable.
These long hours were to be found
nowhere else in Australia. The Comn-
missioner was deserving of blame for
misleading the House with reference to
an appointment made some time ago.
We were told that Mr. Gatherer was the
only man suitable for a particular posi-
tion, and that there wvas no man in the
service who could have taken that position.
This statement was made to throw dust
in the eyes of members. Mr. Gatherer's
position in the service was to pass
sleepers ; and to say that there was no
one in the service capable of doing that
work was ridiculous. The necessity for
an air shaft in the tunnel had been
referred to. This was a very dangerous
state of affairs. Only recently one of the
drivers on a locomotive fainted in a
tunnel and fell off his engine. This
was owing to the want of an air
shaft, and it would not be very ex-
pensive to put one down from the top
of the hill to the top of the tunnel. It
would be the means of saving men's lives,
and would preserve their health and pre-
vent accident. Some little time ago 4
train ran into a runaway siding. It
toppled over the bank and everything
was destroyed. These runaway sidings
were not constructed in a proper manner.
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Should a passenger train run away, which
was possible if it were not supplied with
vacuum brakes, the result would be the
death of all the passengers. The sidings
were constructed with the deliberate
object of stopping the train, wrecking
it and smashing it to atoms. Everyone
who was an authority to whom he had
spoken said that it was possible to
so construct runaway sidings as to
block a train without smashing it. It
wasl a thing that was worth looking
into, as at present if a train toppled over
the bank, the whole of the trucks were
destroyed. Should there be carria-ges run-
ning, they must be destroyed in the samie
way. An endeavour should he made so
that a train could be stopped without
being smashed. He wished to refer to
the Perth goods sheds, which not only
the. Government but Parliament would
have to take into consideration. Atnyone
seeing the state of affairs in Melbourne
Road must be convinced that the matter
had become serious. The traffic was
enormous. Gravel, stone, bricks, and
merchandise of all kinds were going out
there. The time was not far distant
when the Ministry would have to take
into consideration the advisability of
removing those goods sheds. (inky a.
few months ago he was working there
and he had seen trains standing there
owing to the want of space in the goods
yard. The whole of the locomotive yard
would be required soon for the traffic
coming into Perth. Provision would
have to be made either 'by removing the
goods sheds altogether, or having some
form of overhead bridge or sona means
of getting through.

Dx&. ELLIS: There were one or two
questions he would like to ask the
Minister. First he would like the hon.
gentleman to tell us what interest he
purposed charging on the 'loan money
for the railways this year. The depart-
ment had been charging themselves three
per cent, in the past, and we were paying
four per cent. for money. The 'y had not
charged themselves more than three per
cent. since 1896, and by that means they
had diminished their interest bill by
..23l1,000. They had charged them-
selves £9277,000, and it cost the State
£9308,000, a little difference of £31,000
to the credit of the Commissioner.
Another matter of interest was the price

paid for water. It was a fair thing in
the interests of the goldfields that we
should know how much a year was saved
by the water scheme to the Railway
Department, because that really should
go to the credit of the water scheme.
The railways paid for water something
like £30,000 a year more before the
water scheme was brought into operation.
He hoped that hy next year, if the
Minister could manage to consider the
railway figures, he would let us know
how much capital he had out of loan
money since the year 1896. There was a
little difference of some £600,000 in the
twro reports published by the Railway
Department as to the arnount of capital
they had had. In regard to engines, no
one with a know ledge of mnachinery woulId
have pooling of engines. Every engine
had its owin peculiarities, which had to
be known. The present Commissionet
of Railways, not being a railwa6y man,
did not appreciate the importance of
these little technical details. That was
shown by the fact, that those loco. sheets,
which were most usefulI to get at the cost
of the running of the railways. had been
suppressed. Once we had very accurate
figures as to the cost of ruuning engines,
but that systemn was abolished, and now
the department themselves did not know
the facts. Regarding the tunnel, credit
was due to the member for North Fr--
mantle for calling attention to it. The
grade, 1 in 40, was almost the highest in
the country. It was terrible to find that
a train might be at the mercy of a man
liable to faint on account of vitiated
atmosphere. One would like to say a
word about the 'differential railwvay
rates. The Minister said a, table was
bieing prepared in which the differential
railway rates we-re being done away
with-. The hon. gentleman did not say
-whether they were going to raise or lower
the rates. He looked forward with a
certain amount of equanimity. because in
the past we were not united in the matter
of getting the rates lowered, but in future
the agriculturists would suffer just as
much from high rates as the gold fields
people, and they would be able to unite
against the high rates. He was anxious
to seehbowfar Mr. George's natural cupidity
could be overcome by common sense, by
reducing the railway rates to something
like a reasonable proportion. He did not
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suppose that even Mr. George would sug- Fremntle. The port was being abso-
gest doing away with preferential rates. lutely starved through the present rail-
Preferential rates should he increased, way, so that the construction of a new
because anybody who understood traffic station and dock should be proceeded
knew that once a train was loaded up and with.
put together the cost was very much less Mu. A. J. WILSON: There was no
taken on the average when long distances need on his part to say much on these
were traversed. Th ame held in regard Estimates, in view of the fact that we
to passenger trains The railways in had so many railway experts in the
Hungary were not pyin g until tbe zone House. The speech of the member for
system was introduced, but after that North Fremantle being very " meaty "
they very rapidly began to pay. Another should cause the Minister to make con-
point was as to the freight charges on the siderable inquiries. Many sleepers were
fields. Demnurrage was, he understood, taken out of the railroads that should
the same as between Perth and Fre- not be taken out, unless the improve-
mantle and Kalgoorlie and Fremnantle, and ment work consisted in laying down
he did not think tbat should be so, heavier rails. Timber was being cut out
because the demurrage between Perth near the railway line, and the sleeper-
and Fremantle must lbe greater 'than the hewer had to go farther away to get
time taken over the trip, whereas it was timber to supply to the Commissioner.
iess than the time taken over the trip to Formerly the department carted the
Kalgoorlie. This was another reason sleepers from the hewer to the railway ;
why the preferential rates should be but now the system was to pay on de-
increased. It would be much better if the livery at a siding, the benefit falling to
Minister next year would show sectional the teamster and not the sleeper-hewer,
returns and accurate sheets, so that mem- who was ekeing ont a miserable and
bers could make reasonable comparisons unsatisfactory existence on a price, and in
between our railways and other railways. no way commensurate with the difficulties

MR. CONNOR:' It would have been and hardships that had to be contended
better if the old system of preparing the with. There was no question about the
Estimates had been adopted, so that superiority of the hewn sleeper over the
members could see at a glance where sawn sleeper. These sleeper-hewers were,
individual increases or decreases occurred. in one sense, performing a useful service
In one item (material and stores) there to the Commissioner, and should be en-
was a decrease of £32,000. Was one titled to more favourable consideration.
branch of the service to be starved in The Minister no doubt would deal with the
order to bring down the expenditure? matter in a way satisfactory to the men.
Next year the Minister should bring On the South-Western Railway, where
down a return showing the state of the there was much heavy traffic in timber,
rolling-stock for the last five years. It it was a question whether the ordinary
would be an interesting return, and would capacity of the railway would not be
provoke considerable discussion. In any improved by laying down heavier rails
case, it was information members should and working with heavier engines. A
have before being asked to pass the saving might be effected in that way if
Estimates. Twelve months ago we were the outlay were not too great for the
told that the dining ears would soon he finances. In regard to compensation for
running; but they were not running vet. claims, accidents, and losses of various
(MR. BuRGER: Yes; they were.] The kinds, a certain number of travelling
traffic management on the Great Southern inspectors of the permanent way were
railway was not as it should be. The paid high salaries for looking after this
growing population along that railway branch of work. The unfortunate aeci-
should receive more attention in the dent at Poison Gully reminded members
matter of trains. Claims made against of the almost criminal carelessness of the
the department were not treated in a just permanent way officers, in not making
manner No claim was paid, whether it more suitable provision for carrying off
he just or not; and people were forced to water at that gully. Referring to station-
go to law. There was no mention on the masters and night officers who were
Estimates of a new railway station for required to be on duty seven days a&week
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and 12 hours a day, one was receiv-
ing £1l40, another £150, a few as
high as £180, and at some few stations a
higher rate was paid. In fixing the
salaries for those officers; there seemed to
be no regard for the earning capacity of
the several stations. and the responsibility
of the officer in charge. There ought to
be proper grading for those officers
according to capacity atnd responsibility,
and the men should be paid accordingly.
One man who had been a. stationmaster
for five years was still kept at £2180 a

Sear, without any increase. When mnen
und they were not treated with what

they considered to be fairness, they lost
heart in the work, and good work could
not be expected from them to the same
extent as from contented officers. The
classification of this portion of the service
should be pushed on.

Mit, HORAN congratulated the Mini-
ster on the introduction of these Esti-
mates, and congratulated the department
on the excellent -report presented for the
past year. One subject he wished to
mention was the rate book, and he hoped
the Minister would consider at an early
date the publication of a new rate book
to remove the anomalies which the
Minister had admitted in connection with
railway freights in various parts of the
country. Hie hoped also the Minister
would give consideration to the question
of the power of engines; for -although
the power of engines on these railways
had been increased considerably in recent
years, yet in the management of all great
railways elsewhere the first consideration
was to reduce the grades in order to in-
crease the hauling capacity of the engines,
and thus reduce the cost of working. He
agreed with the member for Katanning
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) in referring in kindly
terms to the Ile Mr. Rothennn ; but in
regard to spark arresters on railway
engines, ho had asked a question in the
House recently in regard to the number
of arresters which had been removed from
engines; but the information supplied t4)
the Minister, and given to this House, was
incorrect in stating that no spark arresters
had been removed. The fact was that
hundreds of spark arresters could he seen
alongside the stations at Perth and Fre-
mantle; and it was absurd for the Minister
to say that none had been removed from
the engines. The late locomotive engineer

Iwas responsible also for the introduction
I of spiral springs on the railways, and

these had been the cause of many com-
plaints from the goldfields on account of
s pring breaking. He believed some
8,000 Of these springs were used, and
that dozens of examiners were occupied
in going about fixing up the broken
springs. Many thousands of pounds
were wasted on this innovation, which
had been tried in th e Eastern States years
ago and condemned. In reg-ard to the
running of engines, an alteration was
made in July last in the system of work-
ing engines from Northam to Coolgardie.
Prior to that date they ran from Nor-
thaw to Southern Cross, were. stabled
there, and returned to Northam. In
July, Southern Cross was practically cut
out as a depbt, and a new dep6t was estab-
lishied at Merriden anrd another at Karalee.
The object was as far as possible to
introduce the eight-hours system for
drivers by working three eight-hours
instead of two twelve-hours sections;
but that object had not been successfully
achieved. The return presented a few
days ago by the Minister would not bear

Icriticism. Concerning this matter, one
deputation waited on the ex-Mlinister for
Railways (Mr. Rason) and another on
the present Mfinister. As to the latter,
when a Minister received a deputation,
he should carry away with him in his
notes some idea, of the subject ; but the
department, in preparing the return

Iasked for, relied on a report of the depu-
tation published in the Southern Cross

Inewspaper, which report was not too
accurate. But the statements of the
deputation, even as reported mn that news-
paper, could not be answered by the
department. The deputation complained
of the removal of the barracks, and said
nothing about the new tonnage load
table mentioned in the return; and that
table did not come into force till a month
after the removal. M1oreover, the ton nage
load table would have the same effect
froma Southern Cross direct as from the
two barracks at Merriden and Karalee.
The pooling of engines was a most ex-
pensive arrangement, abandoned years
ago in all properly conducted railway
systems. When engines were pooled,
d-rivers took little care of them, and wereIsatisfied so long as the engine finished
the run ; whereas if a. driver were given
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one engine, a low cost of operating did
him credit. The present system required
no less than six sets of men on one
engine from the time it left Northam till
it returned to Northam. That had a
prejudicial effect on the engine. No loss
than forty sets of men were frequently
sent over the section in one week as
passengers, in order to meet trains at the
dep~ts, and as much as £113 or £220 a
week was paid to men who were thus
doing practically nothing. This was ad-
mitted by the Chief Mfechanical Engineer.
The return presented showed a saving by'
assuming that the proposed system was
actually carried out; but in one week
alone, of 26 trains that arrived at
Southern Cross, only two ram through;
therefore such items in the return as
"'lighting up eight engines at 'Southern
Cross " were simply absurd. Again,
the return stated. that at Southern Cross
there was effected a saving of a clerk at
£200 per annum. This was incorrect;
for though the clerk was removed,
another man was put in his place.
Moreover, the return took no account of
the cost of the new barracks at Karalee
and Merriden, estimated at £25,000 each,
nor of the cost of the luxurious barracks
at Southern Cross-.20,000 or .£30,000
-no longer used, nor the cost of the
Southern Cross engine sheds, Little used,
nor of interest on capita]. After examin-
ing the departmental return he had
interviewed the Minister, and requested
him to receive a deputation from the
leaders of the two principal railway
unions, and a number of members of
Parlianment. The Minister took the
extraordinary course of refusing to receive
the deputation, being apparently dis-
inclined to hear the two sides of the
question, and relying entirely on the
statements of his officers. The case had
undoubtedly been misrepresented to the
Minister, particularly owing to the fact
that the officer who originated the scheme
was the one called on to prepare the
return. Needless to say he supported
his own scheme as far as practicable.
The return was made out on a purely
theoretical basis, ignoring the fact that
the scheme had not been practically
carried out. So strongly did the people
of Southern Cross feel as to the Minister's
extraordinary refusal to receive a deputa-
tion that the municipal eoncil were

sending a deputation to the leader of the
Opposition. If the new system was
demonstrably for the benefit of the State,
the people would be satisfied; but it was
rather unique for the Commissioner to
suggest that the introduction of the new
load table had any effect on the system.
The load table could be operated on
exactly the same system with Southern
Cross as a depyt. The eight-hour system
had not been introduced; because the
trains were running some three to five
hours late, and the men were on duty as
long as ever on account of the defective
condition of the engines. The alterna-
tive scheme suggested by the leaders of
the two unions and by him (Mr. Horan)
was the establishment of barracks at
Burracoppin. This would enable the
eight-h~our system to be worked. The
men would have no objection to working
from Southern Cross to Kalgoorlie,
because the men were at Boulder now.
The Minister should explain this matter.
He (Mr. Horan) disliked unsettled con-
ditions in railway management. He had
no objection to the present Commissioner,
but with changes of Commissioners we
had alterations of system. Barracks
were constructed at Northam and
Southern Cross, and now there was an
alteration in the system, and the build-
ings had become useless. The same
thing had happened in regard to the
Midland Junction offices. Probably had
a new station building been erected at
Perth, another Commissioner might come
along and condemn the building as use-
less. All these changes might not have
taken place if an expert had been
appointed, because experts generally
worked on common lines. We should
take into consideration the question of
the appointment of an inspector to hold
inquiries into accidents. No charge -was
made against the integrity of officers
who now conducted the inquiries, but
they were wrapped up in the interests of
the department, and it would be better
to have more impartial reports forwarded
direct to the Minister.

MR. McLARTY: The fencing of the
South-Western Railway line was an
urgent matter. Many of the sleepers
pulled out of the permanent way might
be used for constructing cheap and
useful fences. Railway sleepers were too
shallow at present, because the spike or
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dog went almost through them. It
would be better if the sleepers were an
inch deeper. The railways appeared to
an outsider to have been worked at an
enormous cost; but as it had been said
that £70,000 was saved through the use
of water from the Coolgardie Water
Scheme, the railways ought now to show
better results.

Ma. BURGES: It appeared we were
to have the railway rates raised except
those to Coolgardie. If that was the
ease, the Minister would have a rough
time during recess. The statement that
X70,000 had been saved on water
must be incorrect. The largest saving
made in a year of drought was
£40,000. Incorrect statements should
not be made to show that the water
scheme was such a great success. It was
time the department made othdr pro-
vision for supplying water to places like
Beverley. Midland Junction, and F're-
mantle. The Avon River should have
been dammed to supply the locomotives
with water at Beverley. Tn dry seasons
no doubt the water so dammed Would be
bad for the boilers, but that could not be
said of the water in the river during the
past few years. It was also time more
rolling-stock was secured. Farmers had
now to give several days' notice before
they could be supplied with trucks.
How could the item for rolling-stock be
decreased when there was necessity for
farther rolling-stockP Some members
comnplaied of the manner in which the
railway accounts were kept; but the fact
that the railway accountant had, in open
competition with the world, been chosen
as Auditor General showed the com-
plaint must be wrong and that the depart-
ment was up to date. It was claimed the
railways should be made to paty. No
doubt they should be treated as a com-
mercial concern, but they must be used
to promote settlement. The Collie coal
industry was aided by the railways, and
also the mining industry; and agricul-
ture should also be assisted, because the
department would reap double return for
the money spent. We should not fear
the Commonwealth in appointing Inter-
state Commissions in regard to our
railway rates. The Commonwealth
authorities had better not interfere
with our railways. They were not
justified in doing so by reason of the

treatment we. hadl received from the
Commonwealth Parliament lately. It
was time the expenditure on the huge
'Midland Junction Workshops stopped.
No doubt the works were wanted, but it
was doubtful if all the money should
have been expended at once. The money
should have been carried over a year or
two. There was no need to spend half -a-
million straight away, for when the
money was exhausted there would be a
reaction. -Most of the important matters
would come up on the Loan Estimates,
but in regard to the duplication of the
Eastern Railway and the suggestion that
a railway should run round by the Avon
River, it would be better when a new line
was built to run it in a straight line,
taking it north of the Helena River and
then eastward.

Ma. N.J. MOORE: From the speeches
we had heard to-night from practical
men, the Commissioner would receive
hints which would be of value in connec-
tion with the administration of his depart-
meat. lie (Mr. Moore) would refer to
anomalies as to the rate hook, and he
hoped there would be a. careful revision
of that rate book without delay. Quite
recently in Bunbury a water scheme was
entered into and the pipes were procured
from Mephan Ferguson's foundry. The

tfirst lot of pipes were obtained by rail at
]a cost of 25s. per ton. That was con-
Isidered an exceedingly high price; so it
was decided to see what could be done
by steamer, and it was found, notwith-
standing the fact that the municipal
council paid 10s. per ton by steamer,
29. 6d. wharfage at Fremantle, 2s. 6d.
wharfage at Bunbury, and 4s. freight
from Perth to Fremantle, that the
pipes were delivered at Bunbury at
19s. per ton, its against 25s. per ton
by the Railway Department That was
a matter that should interest the Com-
missioner, who was fond of stating
that the railways should be run as
a commercial undertaking. As to water
supply, some improvements could be
effected. For some years past at
Bunbury the water had been brought

iin by special train from Picton Junction.
Quite recently the municipial council
offered to supply the Commissioner with
water at Is. 6d. per thousand gallons, but
the offer was not accepted. Notwith-
standing that fact the Railway Depart-
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ment were charging all steamers that took
water from Bunbury at the rate of 109.
per thousand gallons, some 600 per cent.
in advance of what would have been
charged by the municipality. In con-
nection with the vote for new works and
improvements, £25,000, during the next
year it was to be hoped improvements
would be effected out of revenue. In
reply to a question it was stated that the
duplication between Armadale and East
Perth was paid for from loan-a sum of
X30,000. It was urged in favour of the
construction of the Jandakot line that it
would relieve the traffic on the South-
Western Railway to a considerable extent.
He did not see that this £30,000 would
have been much better spent in the con-
struction of the Jandakot Railway instead
of duplicating the line between Armadale
and East Perth. Reference had been
made by the member for York to Collie
coal, and he hoped careful inquiries would
be made after the discussion which had
taken place to-day as to the use of that
coal. The department should be satisfied
that Collie coal was on the tender of the
engine which was supposed to have caused
so much destruction. Those in favour of
the use of Collie coal would be satisfied
if the Government decided not to use coal
on the lines running through agricultural
districts during the portion of the year
when there was danger. From his experi-
ence of Western Australia, fires occurred
whether Collie coal or Newcastle coal or
no coal at all was used at this time of the
year. He hoped due inquiries would be
made. If it was necessary to make
exception during a certain period of the
year, the Government must also recognise
the necessity for giving every encourage-
ment to the local product which was
employing a large number of men, and
that those who were interested in the
Collie coal industry and had an uphill
fight should receive some consideration.

MR. E. P. HENSHAW: The railway
lines, particularly in the South-Western
district or in any district where cattle
strayed, should be fenced or secured in
some way Only a week or two ago the
member for Nelson asked for a return
showing the number of fatalities on the
Bridgetown line, and the return showed
that there were a number of accidents
and people lost a number of stock. The
same thing was going on in other parts

of the South-Westerncountry,particularly
between Brunswick Junction and Colle.
This country was well suited to the
breeding of cattle, and it was quite
common for cattle to be billed on the
railway line. It would not cost a great
deal to fence the line, and it was to be
hoped that would be done in the near
future. Only a week ago a drunken man
was taken off the line between Collie and
Brunswick, and had the line been fenced
th is n= would not have been able to get
on the railway. One or two people had
been killed on that line. The Minister
should take into serious consideration the
fencing of lines wherever possible. In
the construction of station buildings he
would like to see Donnybrook freestone
used as far as possible. The Hunbury
railway station was burnt down the other
day, which furnished an excellent oppor-
tunity for constructing the new building
with Donnybrook stone. The cost would
be very little in excess of that for brick,
and it would be an indication to the
people in the district as to what could be
done with this stone. The State would
in this way build up an industry. He
would like to see the local construction of
rolling-stock as far as possible, and the
work should becarried outdepartmnentally.
There was an immense plant at Midland
Junction which could easily be used for
building wagons. At present wagons
were imported, and this had been the cawe
for years past. Work of this description
should rightly be carried out at Midland
Junction, for we had the timber in the
country and there was no reason why
the wagons could not be built locally.
Men could be employed continuously
instead of having the system which had
obtained in the past of wagons being
imported and a rush of men being
required to put them together, and after
the work was completed the men being
put off. As to the duties of district
superintendents, he was not satisfied
with the work given to these officers.
The Commissioner attempted to deal
with all the details of the railway
system, and that was the reason why the
system was not as effective as it should
be. It was a common thing for people
in outlying districts to write to the Com-
mnissioner for some convenience, perhaps
the opening of a crossing. The reply
generally received was that the Commis-
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sioner would look into the matter when
he visited the district; in the meantime,
the people had to suffer inconvenience.
Many matters could be referred. to
the district superintendents, and people
would get a. reply in a few days instead
of having to wait for months. In con-
nection with the fuel used on the rail-
ways, there was a. coal inspector appointed,
and as far as the inspection went it was
an utter farce, resulting in rubbish being
foisted on to the Government. The
system of inspection was as follows.
The trucks were filled from the
screens of the company, and they
were trimmed by the employees of
the company; then the trucks were
sent 100 yards or 200 yards along
the line, where they were inspected.
It must 'be obvious that the only coal
that could be inspected was that on the
surface, which had already been trimmed
for inspection. The inspector could not
see by this method what class of coal was
being sent on the railways.

Mx.:1 Fansx WILSON:- The inspe.-tor
was at the stump.

Mn.. HENSHAW: The system wasa
farce and should be remedlied at the
earliest opportunity. A-nother thing was
the method the department had of dis-
tributing the orders for sleepers and
hewn timber. He had asked for a return
to be laid on the table, but that had not Yet
been done. An inspector was appointed
far the South - Western District who
distributed the order for sleepers. No
record was made of these contracts.
They were made by word of mouth, and
there was no stipulation which would
guarantee the completion of the contract;
neither was there any provision to ensure
that the workers who did the work would
get their money. That should be
remedied. In regard to the price paid
for the sleepers, the Arbitration Court
some time ago fixed it at Is. 3d. at the
stump; but at present the Railway De-
partment was paying 114Ifd. and Is. 2-d. at
the stump. The men ought to receive at
least the wage stipulated by the Arbitra-
tion Court. At presenat these men work-
ing for the State were not receiving more
than 8&. a, day. The work was hard and
dangerous, and should be paid for better
than at present.

MR. GREGORY understood the object
of the Government was to close up and

Tget through all the business, and there
was a very" strong desire to discuss as
fully as possible thep Loan Estimates;
therefore lie wanted it to be distinctly
understood that the debate to-night was
not in any sense a debate upon the Hail-
way Department, There were criticisms
which could and ought to he offered.

HoN. F. H. Piussen: We oughbt to h ave
had time to offer them.

MR. GREGORY: It was a pity we
were not in a, position to fully discuss
these Estimates. There were many in-
stances where the Mlinister had done
admirable work for the State, but there

Iwere other things in which we would like
to see alterations. He would have been
very pleased to offer some criticism in
connection with the department, but was,
not prepared to stay here all night and
then have to come to-inorrow and discuss
the Loan Estimates.

THEL MINISTER thanked members for
the criticism on the Railway Estimates,
but he did not wish to take up any length
of time in reply, and it was not necessary
to do so. There were one or two matters
which had been touched upon. There
was that alluded to by the member for
North Fremantle, as to the little amount,

Iof air in the tunnel spoken of. It was a
disgrace to allow men to work in any
place where it was possible for them to
become insensible while doing their duty.
Another matter brought forward was the
pooling of engines. The hon. member
disagreed with the experience of even
more practical men than himself. It had
been demonstrated in America and other

1places that the pooling of engines resulted
in great saving. He would read one or
two extracts from the report on the organ-
isation and working of railways in
America by Neville Priestly:

To avoid engins lying idle needlessly they
are pooled, thtis they are not oaftned to
one crew of enginemen and firemen. The
practice is followed with both passenger and

1goods engines, but the procedure differs with
Ithe two classes, and is as follows. With ps-
senger engines there is a limited poo], that
is there are two or three sets of men only
assigned to each engine, one taking it to the
out station and another bringing it back, or
one crew doing the first return trip, and the
second crew doing the next, and so on. Under
this arrangement more work is got out of an
en-hme than would be possible if it was con-
fined to one crew, bitt not so much as it might
do. In times of pressnre the number of crews
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is increased and the engine kept running
continuously, time only being allowed for it
to turn round and be wade ready for the next
trip. The engines of fast goods trains are
pooled in the same way as passenger engines.
That the engines are not seriously abused is
clear from the number under repairs. In
1902,0on one large system, the average was not
8 per cent, of the total locomotive equipment.
but this was regarded as high, and was put
down to the excessive work taken out of the
engines daring a period. of unusual demand.
The normnal figure is about 6 per cent. only.
It was, however, nowhere contended that the
engine did not receive better treatment when
confined to one crew than when pooled; but
the eniormious saving which resulted from
pooling, both in first cost of engines and in
standing room in round houses and in shops,
was considered to more than compensate for
the increased repair account, and was held to
fully justify the practice. The essential con-
dition for the successful operation of the
arrangement is careful supervision.

He thought that report would do a lot to
counteract the opinion expressed by, the
member for North Fremantle. Another
matter brought forward was tbe fact
that a few increases had been made in
the salaried staff of late. It mattered
not to him (the Minister) whether a mn in
worked with his hands or with his. brains,
he should receive any increase to which
he might be justly entitled. The increase
in the Estimates for the wages staff
amounted to £28,997; and then we bad
taken away from the wages stall and placed
in the salaried staff a number of officers,
the increased payment being £4,906;-
these two sums amounting to £18,903.
The total increases in salaries for those
in receipt of over £2200 per annum
amounted to £1,273; while the increasies
granted to those receiving under.£200
amounted to £4,152. Members would
see that every grade of the service was
recognised, and the fact that these figures
appeared on our Estimates this year was
only an indication of an effort to intro-
duce the classification scheme asked for
by the member for Balkatta. Another
matter brought forward was that in
regard to Southern Cross. It would take
a considerable amount of time if he went
into the question fully; and he did not
intend to do so. The member for
Menzies moved amotion four Years ago
for an eight-hours day, and the system
referred to was, gone into in June, 1902.
He (the Minister) mentioned at few
nights ago the amount of overtime some

men were working. In relation to the
idea that Southern Cross should be done
away with as a dep6t, a deputation was
mentioned. The fact that the hon. mnember
(Mr. Horan) had to apologise tW him for
the behaviour of some of those men only
showed 'what some of those men were
capable of. The hoij. member apologised
to him for the two secretaries, for their
behaviour. As long as he (the Minister)
held the position he did lie would eudea.
your to do his duty to every man and
woman in the community. He hoped
every consideration would be given to
the classification schemne that was intro-
duced, and that the scheme would be
brought to a Successful issue.

Railways and Tramwa ys, £1,286,509.

Item-Secretary, £4150:
MR. NEEDHAM moved an amenid-

ment:
That the item be reduced by £50.

He did this because he wanted to protest
against the manner in which men who
had been engaged for 16 or 18 months
had been dealt with ina regard to increases
they should have obtinied.

Mn. RASON: This officer was Mr.
Rusliton. The mover of the amendment
could not be serious. Whatever might
have happened to other officers, the ques-
tioin was whether Mr. Rushton deserved
an increase.

TnaE MINISTER opposed the amend.
ment. In New South Wales a similar
officer received £900, in Queensland
£600. Surely the hon. member would
not reduce this salary because other
salaries wvere not increased.

21R. KEYSERt supported the amend-
inent. Mr. Rushton might dF-serve an
increase; but 22 clerks at £0170, 17 at
£i160, and 22 at £2140 had not received
any' increases. Though the Government
said the finances did not warrant
increases, we found that the higher
officers recived increases of £15, £20,
and £,40. Mr. Rush ton was one of the
best officers in the State; but he should
not receive an increase when men with
families of seven or eight, and therefore
more valuable assets to the State than
31r. Rushton, were neglected.

Mit. GAruoowv:- Would the bon. mem-
ber pay a man according to his family P
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Ma. KEYSER: Yes. A man with a
family of 10 was a better State asset
than one with a, family of two.

Ma. GREGORY opposed the amend-
ment. If he had a vacancy for a respon-
sible man he would not ask an applicant
what was the size of his family. If that
principle were adopted the salary of the
Colonial Secretary must be reduced, and
given perhaps to the preceding speaker.
He (Mr. Gregory), when in charge of the
department for six weeks, came in con-
tact with Mr. Rushton, and found him a.
walking departmental encyclopmedza. He
was a most efficient officer; and it
was gratifying that the Minister had not
adopted the narrow idea of payi ng every
man thesame salary. R-esponsibl officers
must have extra payment. Special con-
sideration was shown to the lower-grade
officers; for nearly all increases were
given to them.

MR. NEEDHAM: What about the 800
men who had no increases at all?

Mn. GREGORY: Surely the hon.
member did not wish his amendment
passed. -

Mn. HENSHAW protested against
high salaries being increased while men
at the bottom of the ladder had not a
living wage. Some 103 night officers
worked for less than .£3 a week.

How. F. H. Pxssss: And if there were
one vacancy, 50 men would apply for it.

Mn. HENSHAW: That interjection
showed that these men were starved into
submnission. The Secretary to the Com-
missioner might deserve the increase;
but we had no right to increase salaries
while so many men were not receiving a
living wage. Only a short time ago the
fettlers had to fight for an increase on 7s.
a. dlay. The wage fixed for various
tradesmen by the Arbitration Court had
not heen paid by the Government. Till
these mien were fairly treated, we should
not increase the higher salaries. We
were told by the Premier that there
would be no increases of salaries exceed-
ing £200.

THE MINISTER: Railway men were not
civil Servants.

Mn. HwSHaaw: Parliament ha con-
trol of the department.

MR. B3OLTON, on principle, supported
the reduction, not because of animus

*gint Mr. Rusbton. The amendment
he considered a test question as to all in-

I creases; and if it were defeated, he would
not Speak or vote against any other in-
crease.

MaR. WATTS supported. the last
speaker. It was not right to increase
good salaries without increasing lower
salaries in the same proportion. The

Inight officers worked perhaps much
iharder and as efficiently as Mr. Rush ton.
Their work was muc h more arduous. Mr.
Rushton was fairly well paid. Let this
be a test case. It was about time we
made a vigorous protest against such
increases.

Mn. HORAN Supported the amend-
ment. There was no. desire to under-
value Mr. Rushton's services, or to in-
sinuate that he did not deserve an
increase. The member for Menzies
seemed to undervalue the services of
officers not set down for increases. In
view of the Premier's statement as to no
increases of salaries under X200, we were
justified in striking out this increase. In
personal explanation, he would say as to
the transfer of men from Southern Cross,
discussed earlier in the evening, that he
had expressed regret to the Minister for
something which took place between the
Minister and another gentleman, but had
not apologised 'for anything which he
(Mr. Hioran) did or said.

MR. DIAMIOND opposed the amend.-
ment. It was his fixed principle that,
when the head of a department re-
commended an increase and the Min-
ister endorsed it, he followed the Minister
unless there was Something wrong. In
this case there seemed to be nothing
wrong. The member for Collie Should
he a Jhttle more careful in his illustra-
tions. On the occasion referred to the
leader of the Opposition and other memn-
bers of the Opposition. voted for this
increase, and five members of the Labour
party voted against it.

Mn. HENSHAW: No accusation was
made. The attention of the House was
simply drawn to the fact that the men
received 7s. a day then and. received 8s.

1now.
Tnx MINISTER: There was no ob-

jection to this being a test question on
the matteor of the wages of the wages
staff. When an industrial agreement
had been entered into, wages were con-
siderably increased. The increases on
the Estimates were to carry out a scheme
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of classification in the Railway Depart-
ment.

MR. N7EEDHAM.- There was no inten-
tion to depreciate the servioes of the
officer. It was only determined to point
out the injustice being done to about 800
men who did not get advances.

MRt. HENSHAW:. The Commissioner
should be made to carry out the terms of
the industrial agreement. The Comn-
missioner did not pay the wages the men
were entitled to under agreement.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. .. .. 1
Noes ... ... ... 23

Majority against ..

ArTS.
Mr. Dolton
Mr. Carson
Mr. Ellis
Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Henshaw
Mr. Horan
Mr. Keyser
Mr. Needham
S1r. Nelson
Mr. Watts
Mr. A. .. Wilson
Mr. F. F.* wilson
Mr. Troy (Teller).

10

N01s9.
Mr. Ang-win
Xr. Burges
Mir. Coweher
Mr. Daglish
Mr. Diamond
Mr. Gordon
Mfr. egory
Mr. atle
Mr. Holmnan
Mr. Tadell
Mr. Mohnton
Mr. Layman
Mr. Lynh
Mr. MOaty
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. S. P. Aloore
11r. Please
Mr. Oina
Mr. Vtsn
Mr. TalrW.,
MYp. ktlo
Mr. Gill (Tellor).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Chief Accountant. £2600:
MR. RASON: There was an increase

in the Accountant's Departmenit of nearly
£6,000, and the number of clerks was
increased from 41 to 69. There was 110
intention of reflecting on the Accountant
or any of the officers, but one could not
understand why the expenditure had gone
up so much.

THE MINISTER: The increase was
due to the transfer of the officers of the
Loco. Accountants' branch to the Chief
Accountants' branch. The increase in
this item was more than compensated for
by the decrease of over £5,000 in the
Loco. Accountant's branch.

Mr. HA SON: There was such a. de-
crease on the Estimates of last year, but
a decrease of £2,000 only on the money
actually spent. However, if this were a
tra uisfer he was satisfied.

Item-District Superintendents (4),

MR. HORAN:- The district superin-
tendents should receive more powers and
be appointed as local traffic managers.
There was an enormous amount of
circumlocution, and a district superin-
tendent was now practically a medium
for forwarding correspondence. In regard
to the deputation, the Minister received
it long before the case occurred, therefore
it was scarcely fair to refer to that as the
cause.

Item-Wages, traffic, locomotive work-
shops, ways, works, stores, etc., £711,532:

MR. BOLTON: Men had been work-
ing constantly for seven years and -were
not on the permanent staff.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-
There had been no alteration this year
from the practice which had obtained in
the past. The same system was in farce
in other States in the Commonwealth;
but he was of opinion that if a. man
could be kept for seven years, he should
be placed on the permanent staff.
Temporary hands received an extra 6d.
per day because they did not receive the
same privileges as permanent bands. He
would see if the same rights could be
extended to every man.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

This completed the vote for the
department.

LAnoun DEPARTMENT (Minister, Hon.
J. B. Holman).

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Tarn MINISTER: This isi a new
Idepartment, which the growing im-
portance of the State demanded. It was
recognised that the time bad come for a

Idepartment to be established to control
industrial matters. I maintain it is a
step in the right direction. We find in
every State and every country a Depart-

Iment of Labour which receives great
consideration. This department will
assist greatly in the settlement of indus-
trial troubles and matters connected with
industrial affairs. The various branches
of the department have been under
different Ministers in the past, some under
the Colonial Secretary ana some under the
Attorney General, and there are other Acts
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now under the new department which have
not received that attention they should
have dome in the past, which is shown
by the amendment of the Truck Act.
Laws connected with industrial affairs
should receive the fullest attention. Last
year the vote for this department totalled
£4,550 and the expenditure in all
branches amounted to £8,415, being a
saving on the estimate of £1,185, thle
items not fully expended being salaries
for Laboor Bureau £170 and incidentals
£108; incidentals, arbitration £480;
friendly societies incidentals £356, and
various other itemis amounting to £21.
The vote this year amounts to £25,830,
showing an increase on last year's vote of
£780, and in expenditure £21,915; the
increases being industrial salaries £637.
made up by an increase in the salaries of
£80 by the appointment of a clerk for
factory work.£75, and eight months pro-
vision for more inspectorsa of factories, as
the Factories Act comes into force next
January, £482. The appointment of in-
spectors is necessary under the Act.
These inspectors will also work under
the Early Closing and all industrial Acts if
necessary. A return of £600 is estimated
from the registration of factories ; £350
will not be annual fees, but £250 will
represent the annual revenue received
from factories of Asiatics. This estimate is
based on the number of factories in ex-
istence. As to the inspectors under the
Early Closing Act, £4.82 will not be wholly
expended because the inspectors with one
exception have not yet been appointed,
and instead of there being eight months'
provision, six months only will be re-
quired for some and seven months for the
chief inspector.

MR. GREGoRY: What reason is there
for any delay in the appointment of the
factory inspector in Perth ?

THE MINISTER: The chief inspector
has been appointed nearly a month now,
the officer's name is Mr. Vincent, and he
was selected from a number of applicants.
He had to undergo an examination, and
proved himself superior to the other
applicants. A member states that there
was no examinatiou. There were 12 appli-
cants placed under examination, and even
Mr. Vincent, who has passed examina-
tions in Victoria, classed the examination
as very stiff. Mr. Vincent is thoroughly
conversant with all the Acts that will be

placed under his administration and he
has a thorough knowledge of factory law.
Some applications for appointment were
received from Kalgoorlie, but no word
accompanied the applications to warrant
bringing these persons down to Perth for
examination. I intend to make all
appointments after this fashion in future,
and I believe that is how appointments
should be made. In cases like this merit
must prevail. If a man has particular
experience, I do not think members can
cavil if an appointment is made without
examination.

MR. N. .J. Moons : What are the
principal qualifications ?

THE MINISTER: A thorough know-
ledge of ventilation and of factories,
and the Acts the officer will have to
administer.

MR. Gxncoosy: Any consideration for
previous workY

THE MINISTER: Yes; previous work
was taken into consideration in selecting
the 12 out of the 29 or 30 applicants. All
appointments made in this department
were transfers from other departments.
There are some increases, one of £50 to
the clerk of the Court of Arbitration. I
consider this increase was justified. The
clerk of the court is a solicitor admitted
to practice, and has been of great
assistance to the court. He was the
compiler of records before the Court of
Conciliation and Arbitration for a con-
siderable time. The increase was promised
to him. When Mr. James appointed the
clerk of arbitration he promised that the
salary should be very materially
increased; and from my knowledge of the
work done and the fact that this officer
has been admitted to practice as a
solicitor, I am sure the increase is
warranted. An ilicrease is given to the
deputy clerk of the Court of Arbitra-
tion. We know he has important
work to take on, and he will relieve
Mr. Davis of a considerable amount of
work which that officer has had to do
in the past. The only other increase is
for a junior clerk, and there are the
annual increments. The contingencies
under the industrial branch have increased
to £830, which is £380 over the amount
of last year's vote. Members will see that
there is £350 taken from the vote under
friendly societies. The contingencies
vote fo'r both branches is the same. Out
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of the contingencies vote the fees of
members of the court are paid, as well as
the travelling expenses and allowances of
the court, and of the clerk of the court,
the reporting and typing of evidence, the
printing and postages, printed reports of
proceedings amounting to 7s. each.
This year the whole of the printing of
regulations connected with the Factories
Act and the Early Closing Act, and the
forms, will come out of this vote. Under
friendly societies there is one small
increase, that is to a junior clerk. Under
the contingencies vote there is a reduc-
tion of £350, the vote of £600 last year
being in excess of all requirements. The
Labour Bureau comes under the Depart-
meut of Labour. It was started in L898,
and I am pleased to say it has increased
in popularity and has done better work
every year it has been in exisLence. The
total registrations this year to the end of
November reached 8,1t6 and the total
engagements 3,74r, or nearly 44 or 45
per cent. of the applications made. One
item of expense the department has to
undergo is the issuing of passes for men
to proceed up country. .In the past
there have been a. great number of passes
issued, and every possible care is taken
to see that satisfactory reasons are given
for the issue of passes. In almost every
case before a pass is granted the depart-
ment is satisfied that the application is
bona fide, and for nearly every pass that
is issued a guarantee is received that the
amount will be repaid by someone.
Under the Labour Bureau vote there are
two annual increases, but the total
increase is not large. There is an increase
of £180 over the incidental expenses of
last year, and £200 expenses incurred in
the opening of new branches at Kal-
goorlie, Cue, also at Fremantle a female
branch. There is a great deal of expense
in advertising. Last year it only cost
£39 to advertise; this year £2300 will be
required. The bulk of the advertising is
done in the Wesd A ustralian and the Morn-
ing Her-aldbyagreemeatniadesomemoathsi
ago before the Government took office.
I think it is a step in the right direction,
and it accounts this year for a consider-
ably larger number of successful applica-
tions than has ever been known in the
past. I shall be pleased to give any
information connected with the Labour
Department which members ask for.

The Labour Bureau has done good work;
and I trust that instead of very many
people-and I refer especially to those
looking for work-regarding the Labour
Bureau as a charitable institution, they
will disabuse their minds of that idea.
Labour bureaus are established all over
the world, and are anything but charit-
able institutions. I hope that those
persons out of employment and those
employers requiring workers will make
more use of the Labour Bureau than they
have done in the past.

[General discussion followed.]

Labour: £5,330:
MnR. GREGORY: This was a new

department, andl although he believed a
certain amount of good work had been
done in it he wished to enter his protest
against the classification of the aepart-
ment; that was, we were going to have a
department of Labour and of Labour
alone. When we got inko Committee he
would, if allowed by the forms of the
House to do so, move an amend ment to
try ana make this department a depart-
ment of commerce and labour. We
wanted something on the same lines as
the American system, where we should
have informatio given to the public,
not only helping the labourers in the
State, hut trying to do everything pos-
sible to bring labour and capital together.
lie desired to point out the necessity of
endeavouring to bring them together.
Uuless there was capital to develop the
country there was little use for the
labourer, and there was little use for the
capitalist without the labourer. We
wanted the two. Even although the
present Government was supposed to be
a Labour Government, he was sure
every member of that Government
always endeavoured to put forth
to the public the idea that the
Govern ment was going to act fairly
to the capitalist. The special object
of this department should be to assist
commerce and labour. A great work was
done in America iu the commerce and
la-bour bureau.

THE Mrursvua: It cost a tremendous
amount of money.

N:R. GREGOR I: Probably; but the
information obtained was of wonderful
value. He had some of the papers sent
from that department, and they were
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very useful. They gave us full reports
not only in regard to labour in America,
but in England, France, and other
countries. Values were given, and in-
dustrial agreements that bad been entered
into. If we had a commercial and labour
department, that would create a much
better feeling than would exist by just
having a department of labour.

MR. LYNCH:- There were some States
in America which had exclusively labour
departments.

Mu. GREGORY: They were excep-
tional.

Mua. LYNCH:- How about Cojorado ?
bin. GREGORY was prepared to lend

the hon. member a couple of pamphlets.
MR. Lyweni could lend the hon. member

Some.
Mai. GREGORY could lend a number

of pamphlets which would show the
statement the hon. member made was not
correct. He had some pamphlets from
the Bureau of Commerce and Labour in
the United States.

Mn. A. J. WILSON:- Was not that a
Federal department?

MR. GREGORY: Yes. But why
could we not try to follow a good example?
Such department as he advocated could
scud information throughout the world
in regard to our timber resources and
minerals, and] all matters relating to
commerce. These things could well
be placed under the control of that de-
partnment. Heintendedto move an amend-
ment to insert the words "Commerce
and " before "Labour." He wanted
to get a promise Jin reference to an item
regarding a fee paid to Mr. Ewing to
attend at Kooky nie. He did not want to
discuss the item on the Estimates, but
wished a promise that the matter should
be the first Order of the Day for the next
sitting.

Ma. N. J. Moonn: The Premier had
given that promise.

THE PREMIER: A month ago.
Mn. GREGORY hoped there would be

soeprmse that we should be able to
discusth matter. If we could not get
a promise, he hardly knew what action
we should take. Ho felt satisfied that if
the Premier was going to make a state-
mient the hon. gentleman would do his
best to comply with this request. He
wished to have some information in regard
to the cost of reporting.

THE MINISTER: There were reporters
in the Arbitration Court who acted as
shorthand writers.

MR. GREGORY: It seemed a strange
item. He did not want to know the
exact amount; but he would like some
idea. The only other matter he wished
to speak about was in regard to this
factory appointment. He believed for a
long time we had had a lady inspector.
He wished to know if any appointment
had been made, and, it so, wvhat the con-
ditions regarding it were. He did not,
however, desire an answer in regard to
that question at present, because the
matter could be dealt with on the items.
He would like some explanation why the
officer who had carried out the work for
many years had been passed over.

TH1s PREMIER: The House would
be afforded an opportunity of dealing
with the Kookynie case and likewise the
subject of the message from the Legisla-
tive Council embodied in a motion passed
by that body. He could not, however,
promise to put those items among
the first- business to-morrow, neither
did he think the bon. member would
wish him to do so, when he rem ei-
bered that other business of this House
had to go to another place' for discussion.
This having been dealt with in another
Place, it would, when we dealt with it,
be finally disposed of.

Mr. Gaxaouv: The Premier was quite
right. He withdrew his request.

THE PREMIER was quite willing to
stay till any time to afford an opportunity,
of discussing these questions.

]MR. N.J3. MOORE hoped the bon.
member would not insist on the amend-
ment with regard to making a depart-
ment of commerce. Although we recog-
nised the knowledge of the Minister in
chiarge of the dej-artment as to labour
matters, he did not know whether that
member's experience of commerce would
qualify him to control such a depart-
ment as the membher for Menzies had
named.

Mn. GREGOuRY: It was hoped to soon
turn him out.

Mn. N. 3. MOORE : Perhiaps that an-
ticipation would not be realised at once.
In regard to the Labour Bureau, doubtless
this would be a branch in con nection with
any immigration scheme gone into.

IHe thought that at present very
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often information received in the
old country did not coincide with fact.
Immigrants who came here were often
disappointed. A fortnight ago a man
arrived in Perth with a letter of intro-
duction from the Agent General (Mr,
James), to the "Superintendent of
Immigration." The immigrant was
much surprised to find that there was no
such officer. It would be well to advise
our London representatives that the
information they gave to intending
immigrants should be as nearly as
possible correct.

MR. A. J. WILSON:. The onus of
prosecuting in case of breach of arbitration
awards was now thrown on the unions.
Presumably the Government would make
this the duty of inspectors. The benefits
of the Factories and Early Closing Acts
had been much restricted by the fact
that only nominal fines were inflicted for
offences. This applied particularly to
the Early Closing Act. Inspectors
complained that it was no use getting
convictions, because the fine was a
shilling for the first offence, and very
little more for subsequent offences. The
Minister should bring pressure to bear,
so that* the lahours of the inspectors
might not be rendered nugatory by
inadequate fines. The department should
publish a journal, like that of New
Zealand, giving information on labour
matters. The paper could be circulated
not only here but in the Eastern. States,
and might prevent people coming here
from the East in the vain hope of gettingI
employment at trades already over-
crowded. If this department provided
salaries -for officers of the Arbitration
Court, the vote was totally inadequate.
The department should be administered
sympathetically. In all subsequent
appointments there should be some
guarantee that the officers appointed
sympathised with this class of legislation.

MR. GREGORY moved an amendment:
That the words "Commerce and" be

inserted before "1Labour " in the title of theI
department.

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Bath): In
this matter there was no Standing Order
to guide him; but presumably the same
course was adopted with titles of depart-
ments as with titles of Bills. If anything
inserted in a Bill was outside the scope
of the title, the title had to be amended

accordingly; and presumably the con-
verse was the case, that the title of a Bill
could not be added to unless the addition
was warranted by the contents of the
Bill. In looking down the items under
'1 Minister for Labour," he saw nothing
which could be construed as commercial.
There might be some justification for
heading the department " Labour and
Industries"; but "commerce" could
hardly be inserted.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item - Inspectors under Industrial
Acts, £482:

Ma., GREGORY: Had a lady inspector
of factories been appointed?

THE MINISTER: No.
Mn. F. F. WILSON: Was there in

the Factories or the Arbitration Act any
provision for enforcing the posting up in
factories of any award relating to such
factories? In Victoria the awards of
wages boards were posted up in factories
affected.

TnE MINISTER: The bon. member's
suggestion would be adopted in a future
amendment of the Factories Act.

MR. TROY: Had the Minister made
provision for an Arbitration Court
library? The Judge had often drawn
attention to this matter.

Tus MINISTER: Some provision for
an industrial library was made -nder
"incidentals."

Item -Incidentals, £1,850:
Mn. GREGORY: What was the cost

of "reporting"?
Tus MINISTER:- The arrangements

for reporting had been made by the late
Attorney General, Mr. James. Last year
the cost was £266; and for this financial
year up to date, £2148. For taking
shorthand notes of every case the reporter
received two guineas a sitting, and next
day supplied to the court a typewritten
copy of the whole of the evidence. For
each extra copy he was paid 2d. per folio-
a special rate fixed by Mfr. James. It was
intended next year to alter the system of
taking shorthand notes. The expense
was fairly heavy, and economies could
be effected; but as the financial year 'was
three months gone when the Government
took office, it was considered inadvisable
to alter the system. Such work must be
well done. It was an important position,
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but the money was spent in the right
direction. Messrs. Bull & Hale, law
reporters, were the reporters to the court.

MR. A. J. WILSON questioned
whether there was so much necessity to
have the notes taken in shorthand, or
whether it facilitated the business of the
court. The parties to the case bad to
pay for their reports of the evidence,

AIR. LYNCH, having recently taken
part in a case before the Arbitration
Court lasting 10 days. thought the notes
should be taken in shorthand. Other-
wise this particular case might have
lasted 80 days.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

This concluded the Estimates for the
year (l1130 o'clock).

Grand total of Estimates, reduced to
£2,978,306, put and passed.

Resolutions as passed in Committee of
Supply reported, and the report adopted,

IN COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND[ MEANS.

Resolution passed giving effect to the
votes, of Supply already agreed to, and
granting the required amount out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. Resolution
reported, and the report adopted.

PERMANENT RESERVES REDEDICA-
TION BILL (CLASMaoNT.)

Received from the Legislative Council:
first and second readings agreed to.

TN COMMITTEE.

Clause I-Change of purpose of re-
serve:-

THrE PREMIER: The object of the
Bill was to transfer to the Claremonat
municipal council the control of a. small
area of a public reserve for the erection
of an electric power plant. There was
ample land reserved in Claremont to meet
the requirements of the district. This step
would serve an important public service.

Clause passed.
Schedule, etc.-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT B1-L
(FORESTRY).

SECOND READING.

Resumed from the previous day;
MINISTER FOR MINES. in charge of
Bill.

the
the

M a. N. J. MOORE (Eunhury): As
the Minister has intimated, this is not
the comprehensive Bill that was looked
for, but it is better than nothing at all.
It is practically carrying out the recom-
mendations of the .Roya] Commission on
Forestry last year. Since last year the
timber leases of the State have been
practically closed up. Abolition of leases
was decided upon during the last Parlia-
ment, and no fresh issues have been
granted. We have a large area of forest
land, and it is our dutyto look after it;
so I am glad the Ministry have decided,
even at the last moment, to introduce
this amending measure; but I trust one
of the first measures next session will be
a consolidating Forestry Bill. This pre-
sent Bill does not go as far as I should
like to see it go. In one respect the
recommendation that the Forestry De-
partment should be put under the control
of sine Minister other than the Minister
for Lands is a good proposal. To have
the two departments under the control
of the one Minister is not in the interests
of the Forestry Department. As was
explained by the Minister, the Bill pro-
vides for the appointment of an inspector
general together with an ad visoryv board.
It was considered advisable by the
Forestry Commission that. such a, recom-
mendation should be made, because
possibly an inspector general might
b-e appointed from outside the State,
mn which case it would be necessary
to have power to appoint a hoard
of persons with local knowledge to
advise on the administration of the Act.
It is my intention in Committee, when
dealing with this clause, to suggest two
definitions which I hope wvill be accepted,
in reference to State forests and timber
reserves: " State Forest " shall mean anay
area o F Crown land vested in the Forestry
Department, and whose area shatll not be
decreased, save by a special Act of
Parliament; and "Forest Reserve" shall
include all other land on which the Crown
retains a right to timber growing therein
or thereon, aud all vacant Crown land on
which forest trees are growing, have
grown. or Will grow. Under the present
Act, there is no definition, and I think it
is necessary that some definition should
be made between State forests and timber
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reserves. Provision is made in the Bill
for regulations. It says:-

The Governor may by regulation prescribe
that licenses to hew and fell timber for piles,
poles, or balks shall be granted -subject to
the payment by the licensee of royalties pro-
portional to the measurement of all piles,
poles, and balks felled or hewvn, in addition
to or in lien of the annual fee prescribed by
the principal Act.
Under the present Act, by license, per-
sons are entitled to go into a forest and
fell as many piles as is possible within
a month, for the sum of .93. It has
been recognised by those interested in
forestry matters th~at in some cases piles
which are felled may he worth £3 or £4
a pile. The State simply gets a penny a
foot royalty. I noticed in some cases
piles which brought a revenue of £.5 to
the State were sent to South America,
and the persons contracting for the
supply of these piles secured as much as
£15 for a single stick. I think the State
should get something out of this magni-
ficent asset of ours; and the board should
have the right, to regulate the price in
proportion to the length of the pile. If
a pile is 20 feet long, instead of as at
present a royalty of one penny a foot
being charged, a larger royalty should be
paid. The 20 feet pile would return Is.
Sd. to the Stale, and the 60 feet pile,
5e. A short pile would be worth 20d.
and a long pile would be worth £1
or £2. There should be some provision
to empower the board to use, their dis-
cretion in dealing with this asset. I do
not propose, considering the time, to
deal with this matter at any length. I
submit, in connection with this great
asset, it is our duty to look beyond the
exigencies of the present by conserving
the forest wealth of our land, to provide
for those who follow us. It is our duty
to guard and nurse our forest reserves,
to secure, as far as possible, their re-
generation, to foster their development,
and leave them to those who succeed us
in as prosperous a state as possible. I
trust the Bill will go through Committee.

[12 o'clock, midnight.]

Ma. A. J. WILSON (Forrest):- I
desire to say a few words on this Bill;
and I am in thorough accord with the
share of relief it gives in the existing
state of affairs. I recognise that, in the
lateness of the session, it is impossible

for us to deal with a thoroughly compre-
hensive Bill, and carry such a Bill
through both Houses this session. The
Bill before us introduces a change which
I think the experience we have had lin
this State justifies, together with the
experience that has obtained in other
parts of the world, in the administration
of forests. We have in this State un-
doubtedly very extensive areas; but the
powers in this State in regard to the
matter are very limited; much more so
than they have a right to be, in the best
interests of the industry and the State.
By the alteration proposed, the Govern-
ment will be in a position to open up a
larget area of forest. There is a wise
provision enabling the Government to
construct railways and tramways, to
connect suitable lines with the main
trunk system of the State. I have no
doubt that the provision for the appoint-
meut of an advisoryhoardwill overcome the
difficulties likely to eventuate if a person
were appointed as Inspector General,
having most excellent qualifications as a
surveyor, hut with little or no knowledge
of the local habits and condition of the
forest lands of the State. I hope, as far
as the board is concerned, in the appoint-
ment of the members to that board the
Government will take into consideration
the claims of the workers employed in the
industry. I think a. representative should
he appointed to the board who can he
depended on, from his association with
the interests of the workers in the
industry, to place before the board the
side of the question as it affects the
industrial workers. I am sure it is only
a fair and reasonable request that the
men should be taken into consideration.
There is great difficulty in dealing with
various lands, and we cannot very con-
veniently lay down any hard and fast
statutory principles in connection. with
the administration, for in various locali-
ties, in a good year, the conditions under
which operations have to be carried on
must necessarily vary, and the necessity
arises for having a certain amount of
elastic statutory powers, always provided
that the regulations may be framed on
certain recommendations such as will
safeguard the interests of those in the
industry of the State. I am pleased to
see it is proposed to curtail the granting
of any farther leases. I think the grant-
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hig of leases in the past has been most
unfortunate for the State. We find to-.
day enormous tracts of admirable forest
land, within reasonable proximity to rail-
way communication, locked up. held in
possession and not used, and what is
worse than that there are mills being,
erected on small areas, practically
dummy mills, for the purpose of holding
areas of laud by conformingwitb indefinite
clauses of the present Land Act. This is
being done on an area in the vicinity of
Pin jarra, and I think it is evident that the
thing is really not a very legritimate
project, when it is pro posed to put dlown
a mill on an area of forest country to cut
timber, and no provision is made to put
down a line to bring the produce a.
distance of 12 miles to the main trunk
line. Timber is a very hard thing to
profiably convey over any distance, even
with favourable railway facilities. I do
not know if the Bill will make provision
to deal with leases of that kind. If it
does not, I shall ask the Minister to
consider the advisability of providing the
administrator of the department with the
necessary power to deal with contingencies
that arise under that heading. The board
will also be in a position to recommend
that certain areas should be set apart
exclusively for timber hewers and 3thers,
for the use of people who desire to work
small mills thereon and conduct a busi-
ness. I appreciate the action of the
Government in bringing down the Bill at
this late hour of the session, and I hope
it will have a safe passage through this
Chamber, and successfully negotiate
another pla-ce; so that, if the measure is
placed on the statute book, we shall have
full benefit and advantage from it during
the coming year.

Ma. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
do not wish to detain the House to-nighit
in discussing the matter fully, but I
hardly like the Bill to pass through
without some short comment on my part.
If agree with the members who have
spoken, that the present state of affairs
should be ended. We have a valuable
asset, and in order that it should be
profitable to the State and the inhabitants
of the State, we should do something to
open it up and place the matured timbhers
on the markets of the world. There is no
use leaving the timber in the forests to
look at, for it will gradually wear away

as years roll by. There are hundreds
and thousands of matured trees in the
jarrah and karri forests that ought to
be -worked lip in the market, and

Imake employment for hundreds and
thousands of men to-day. I am pleased'
to see anything which will have a ten-
dency to bring that about. There is a6
sort of innovation in the Bill. A board
of three persons is to be appointed, to
assist in advising the Minister and the
Inspector General of Forests. Boards,
as a rule, are not satisfactory, unless we
get the proper persons appointed ;
persons who have the necessary know-
ledge and experience to give valuable
advice and assistance. That is the only
danger I fear. Still, I am inclined to
comnmend the Minister for having in-
serted a provision of this sorb, in order
that we may, if possible, get the right
sort of people on the board to give the
necessary advice and assistance. With
the member for Forrest, I agree that the
great body of workers engaged in the
industry should have some representa-

ption on a board of this description.
Their interests are directly with the
interests of the miUl owners, to see that
the best use is made of our forests. I can
think of no better plan than to have
representatives from both classes on that
board-a representative of the workers
and a representative of the mill owners,
and a third person appointed with
some speqial knowledge and ability in
regard to forests, by the Government.
If that be carried ouit, perhaps we may
have a workable board. I am inclined to
agree that the system of leasing our
forest lands has not been as beneficial as
it ought to have been to the State. If
we can overcome that by this little Bill, I
trust that both Houses will be able to
passthe measure right through to-morrow,
and that it will be acted upon at once.
There are. some matters in the different
clauses which will perhaps require
attention. There is one which seems to
be rather arbitrary ; that which provides
that every permit shall be liable to
forfeiture in the event of the mill being
closed for a period of one month without
the consent of the Governor. I presume
that no action of that description will be

itaken excep t with the advice of the board,
Jafter due inquiry. There is a matter
Iwhich the member for Bunburyv referred

Forestry Bill.
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to, with regard to differential i-ales. Bat
all these are matters of detail which I
think can be properly worked out when
we get into Committee. Some of them
will be matters for regulation. I Join
with Other members in congratulating the
Government on having introduced the
Bill, late though it is, and I hope we
shall be able to put it through.

MR. E. P. RENSHAW (Collie):- I
wish to say a word or two in regard to
this matter. I hope the measure will be
passed through without any serious
amendment. To my mind it meets the
necessities ot the moment, and I hops
that next session we shall have a Bill
dealing wore fully with the subject.
Will this Bill enable the Minister to
place that land cut out into a&reserve? I
want to see it determined that as soon as
a, piece of land is cut oat it shall once
more become a reserve; that no cuttingy
will be al lowed on that ground until such
time as it is ref orested.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Yes; there
is full power in Clause 9.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

iN COMMITTEE.

Mnu. BATH in the Chair.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Duties of Inspector General:
MRs. N. J. MOORE moved:
Thiat after "conservation" the word

"creation" be inserted.
This would give the necessary power if
it were wished to go in for any planting.

Mu. FRANK WILSON did not think
the word " creation " conveyed the proper
meaning. We could not create a forest.
Under Clause 16 the Governor c-ould
make regulations for the planting of
trees and for the renewal of forests.
Surely that gave all the power wanted.

TnE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Sussex had called attention
to the fact that power was given as to
the planting of trees. It appeared that
the word "1conservation" covered the
matter, otherwise he would be in favour
of the amendment.

Mn. A. J. WILSON thought the point
referred to by the member for Sussex
was covered by the words "1management
and control of State forests." He took
it that the advisory board would make

*recommendations in cases of the kind
referred to.

MB. MOORE did not wish to press
the amendment, especially as he was
assured that any amendment would
necessitate a reprinting of the Bill. He
foiind that Subelause 10 of Clause 16

*contained the necessary provision for the
planting of trees. He begged to with-
draw his amendment.

Amendment withdrawn, and the clause
Ipassed.

Clauses 4 to 19-agreed to.
Clause 20-Power to arrest trespassers:
MR. MOORE moved an amendment:
That the words "police officer or " be in-

serted after "1any."
It was necessary that a police officer
should have the same power as an officer
of the Department of Lands and
Surveys.

MR. F. F. WILSON thought the diffi-
culty could be got over without altering
the clause. This could be done by the
appointment of police offcers in the
various districts as assistant Crow a
rangers or something of the kind.

THE MI1NISTER: -'Unless the member
for Bunbury could absolutely assure him
that the power did -not already exist, he
would not advise that the Bill should be
changed in that way.

MRn. LYNCH believed the police
officers were doing such work at present
around Perth.

MR. MOORE did not think a police
1officer had. power to do this work, and he

was not of opinion that the amendment
would necessitate a reprinting of the Bill.
However, rather than jeopardise the
Bill , he would withdraw the amend-
ment.

MRs A. J. WILSON suggested that
the clause should be passed as it stood at
lpresent, and if it 'were necessary to make
an alteration, that could be effected when
the Bill was in the other Chamber.

Ma. FRANK WILSON:- There were
Inot many police officers in the forest dis-
tricts. Officers could he appoinated under
the Lands Department a-s rangers or
something of that sort.

MR. RASON suggested that the
amendment should be withdrawn, for if
it were adopted that would necessitate a
reprinting of the Bill, and might
possibly imperil the passage of the
measure.

[22 I)EcEstBER, 1904.1Land Act Amendment
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Amendment withdrawn, and the clause
passed.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill -reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

LOCAL INSCRIBED STOCK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE, EATC.~

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of four amendments insisted
on by the Legislative CouncilI now farther
considered in Committee; the MINISTER
FOR. MINES (Ron. U. HFastie)in charge of
the Bill.

No, 4-Clause 16, Subelause (2), strike
out the whole paragraph (b) :

THE ]MINISTER:- The session was so
near its close that we must either agree
to these amendments or lose the Bill.
He moved that the amendment be
agreed to.

Q uestion passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 5 -agreed to.
No. 12-Clause 64 (Boiler attendants'

certificates), strike out the whole:
THEv MINISTER moved that the

Coudncil's amendment be agreed to.
Mn. P. J. LYNCH: The clause was

the most important provision in the Bill;
and as we had already given way 10
times out of 15, we were justified in
making a stand here. It was plain that
another place wished to become the para-
mount House. This clause was simply,
a development of the Mines Regulation
Bill. He protested against a condition of
things bordering on the intolerable.

MR. SCADDAN: Another place
thought certificated boiler attendants
unnecessary. Certain members or another
place told him that when considering the
Bill they thought that boiler attendants
were boiler-makers' assistants. The
Minister in another place was not properly
instructed, or he could have explained
this clause, ot whicb the object was to

place responsibility on the fireman in
charge of a nest of boilers situated at a
distance from the engine-driver.

MR. FRANK WILSON disagreed with
the preceding speaker. In Clause 69,
proposed to be struck out, there was a
clear explanation of , boiler attendant,"
which must have been understood in
another place.

Mn. NEEDHAM: One of the most
important clauses in the Bill was rejected
by another place, despite the advice of
practical men. The amendment should
not be agreed to. Of what use was the
Bill without one of its principal safe-
guards P

Mn. A. J. WILSON: While not ap-
poigof the amendment, he would not
sciiethe whole Bill for the sake of one

clause. Members must not forget the
possibility of the House. meeting again
in six months' time. In the meantime
they might educate members in another
place in regard to the wisdom of adopt-
in g the clause. It would be easier to carry
an amendment wh en th e Act was in force.

THE PREMIER: Members were under
a mistake when they attributed the oppo-
sition of the Council to want of know-
ledge. In the first discussion on this
clause in another place, it Was clearly
shown that members knew the purpose
of the clause. If members wished to
pass the Bill there wore two courses
open-to arrange a conference, or accept
the Council's amendment. There were
other clauses in the Bill which were
valuable.

Question passed, thec Council's amend-
ment agred to.

No. 13 (strike out Clause 69)-agreed
to.

Resolutions reported, the report adop-
ted, and a message accordingly retuned
to the Council.

LOCAL COURTS BILL.
COUNCIL'S AME.NDMENTS.

Schedule of three amendments insisted
on by the Council now farther consi-
dered in C ommittee.

No. S-Clause 29, strike out the last
paragraph:-

THEr MINISTER FOR. JUSTICE:
Members would recollect bow this clause
was discussed previously. The majority
of -the Council's amiendments h4d not

Local Courts Bill.
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been insisted on; and awing to the late-
ness of the session, rather than kill the
measure he moved that the amendment
be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 4-agreed to.
No. 8-agreed to.
Rlesolutions reported, the report adop-

ted, and a message accordingly returned
to the Council.

PRIVATE BLLL-KALGOORLZE AND
BOULDER RACING CLUBS.

COUNiCIL'S3 AMENDMENTS,

Schedule of five amendments made by
the Council now considered in Com-
mittee; Mr. RADON in charge of the
Bill.

No. 1-Clause 16, Subedause (e), strike
out the words after " racecourse ":

MR. RASON: The amendments made
by the Council were in reference to
clauses amplifying the power to make
by-laws. Ile mnoved that the amendment
be-agreed to,

Question passed, the Council's amend-
nient agreed to.

Other amendments agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report

adopted, and a .message accordingly
returned to the Council.

DISTRESS FOR RENT RESTRICTION
BILL.

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of three amendments made
by the Council now considered in Com-
mittee; Mr. A. J. WILSON in charge of
the Bill.

No. 1-Clause 2, Subelause 1, strike
out " piano " in lines 2 and 5, and the
words "1one piano " in line 7:

MR. A. J. WILSON moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Yu. RASON was surprised at the
member for Forrest, also at members of
another place, in wishing to exclude a
piano from the articles exempted from
seizure. However, he would not oppose
the motion.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2 - Clause 2, strike out Sub-
clause (2):-

MR. A J. WILSON:- The object of
striking out the subolause was for the

purpose of adding in lion a, clause which
was placed in the Local Courts Bill,
applying to the exemption of certain
goods from execution under a judgment
of the Local Court. This was a good
addition to the Bill, exempting a certain
number of things which, under the clause
as it appeared in the Bill, would not be
exempted. He moved:

That the amendment be agreed to.
AIR. NEIEDHAM opposed the amend-

ment. Five pounds for tools of trade
was a very small amount. An ordinary
kit of tools would cost ten, twelve, or
fifteen pounds to purchase; and if we
took any portion of that kit away, the
kit itself was rendered useless.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Ayloo.
Mr. Bolton ar
Mr. Carso= Mr
Iff. Coweber Mr
Mr. Doglish Mr
Mr. Hastie Mr
Mr. Heonahaw Xr
M~r. Holman
Mr. Hoam
Air. IsdeUl
Mr. 1ohnson
Mr. Keyser
Mr. Lynch
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Taylor

Mr. F, F. Wilson
Mr. Gi (lsLWr).

1l9

Noss.

Needbar

Frank Wilson
Diamond (Totlr).

Question thus passed, the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3-Add the following as ClauseS:
From and after the passing of this Act the

following goods and chattels shall also be
exempt from distress for rent, namely any
goods or chattels of the tenant or his family
which would be protected from seizure in
execution under Section 126 of the Local
Courts Act 19041, or any enaoctment amending
or substituted for the same.

MR. A. J. WILSON moved that the
amendment be agreed to. It was a
similar clause to that contained in the
Local Courts Bill.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions -reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly
returned to the Council.

[22 DreEmBu, 1904.]Di8fre&a for Rent
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BILLS OF EXCHANGE 'BILL.
SECOND REAPING.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish),
in moving the second reading, said: This
is not one of tile Bills which I announced.
last night that I proposed to proceed
with; but it is a very short Bill, and of a
purely formal nature, intended to correct
an error recently discovered to exist in
the main Act. The object of the Bill is
to facilitate the transaction of ordinar~y
commercial and banking business, and to
carry out the purpose it was thought tbe
original. Act carried out. The amrend-
ment is introduced at the request of the
associated banks, and is precisely the
same as an Act that has been passed this
session in the adjoining States of Victoria
and South Australia. The original Act
-did not carry the meaning it will carry
when the Bill is passed; and this amend-
ment has been rendered necessary by a.
decision of the Supreme Court in Great.
Britain. I do not propose, at this stage.
to go into detailed explanation, but if
members wish it, I shall be glad to do so
in Committee.

Ms. H. C. RASON (Guildford) : I
support (be second reading, and am
obliged to the Premier for bringing the
Bill on this evening. I can give to the
House this assurance, that if the Bill be I
passed it will confer on the banking in-
stitutions no power other than that which
has been exercised for years past. The
custom has been to act as is set out in the
Bill. No one here has ever questioned the
practice, and T do not Suppose anyn
ever will; but in view of the deciso
given in the mother country, it is well we I
should have an enactment here making it
clear that the custom that has obtained
in the past will be the custom in the
future.

Question put and passed
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ADJOURNMENT.
Ths PREMIER moved that the House

at its rising do adjourn -until 10:30 a.m.,

(Friday). He asked members to come
prepared to deal with the Loan Bill and
the Loan Estimates, which would be the
first items on the Notice Paper. No doubt
we would he able to conclude the busi-
ness and arrange for prorogation on the
following day. 'He thought members
were anxious to assist for this purpose,
and he had to thank them personally for
the amount of time they had given to the
sittings to-day, yesterday, and the pre-
ceding day.

Question passed.
The Rouse adjourned at seventeen

mi nutes past 1 o'clock a.m.,. until 10-30
Friday forenoon.

Lrgistatibe Qraituuctt,
Friday, 23rd December, 1904.
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THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By THE MINISTER& FOR L ANDS : Amend-

ment of regulation under the Mining
Act 1904.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

TuE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mi. Drew) moved:

That, in order to expedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to the passing of
pub~lj1 fWs and the consideration of Messages

2230 Billa of Exchange Bill.


